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   SUGGESTIONS
   The Committee on Budgets calls on the Committee on Budgetary Control,
   as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions
   in its motion for a resolution:
   Introduction
     1. 
       Welcomes the Report from the European Commission to the European
       Parliament on the follow-up to 2006 Discharge Decisions
       (COM(2008)0629);
     2. 
       Points out again that Community law does not have a legal
       definition of an agency and supports the definition of agencies as
       "bodies set up by the Communities having legal personality"1;
       recalls the three categories of agencies that fit this definition:
       decentralised agencies, executive agencies and other bodies;
     3. 
       Reiterates in this context the term "decentralised agencies" as a
       general term for the traditional agencies; considers that the term
       "regulatory agency", which is increasingly used as a generic term,
       is misleading, as not all decentralised agencies have regulatory
       tasks;
     4. 
       Recalls that decentralised agencies are set up by the European
       legislator for a variety of reasons such as the provision of
       certain services, the employment of specialist expertise, the
       carrying-out of regulatory and monitoring tasks;
     5. 
       Considers the establishment of the budget of decentralised bodies
       and assessment of the implementation of the respective budget as
       core responsibilities of the Committee on Budgets;
   Budgetary implications 2007
     6. 
       Observes that in 2007 the European Court of Auditors audited 23
       decentralised agencies, 3 executive agencies and the Energy Supply
       Agency, a body set up under the Euratom Treaty;
     7. 
       Notes that the subsidies from the Community budget in 2007 for
       decentralised agencies amounted to EUR 452 000 000; emphasises
       that more than EUR 1 000 000 000 has been allocated to agencies'
       budgets through other revenues such as own revenues from fees,
       contributions from EFTA countries and special contributions of
       Community programmes and others;
     8. 
       Welcomes the Commission's decision to follow the requests of the
       budgetary authority to take assigned revenues into account when
       drawing up the PDB for the decentralised agencies for 2009;
       considers that this is undoubtedly a step towards more budgetary
       transparency; reiterates, however, that those agencies depending
       to a large extent on revenue generated by fees should still be
       able to use the instrument of assigned revenues in order to give
       them the budgetary flexibility they need;
     9. 
       Points out that for decentralised agencies the budgetary authority
       has authorised 3 487,5 posts in the establishment plans; notes
       that, according to the documents provided by the Court of
       Auditors, 2 823 posts have been occupied along with 961,5 posts by
       contractual agents or national experts;
     10. 
       Notes, in this context, the difficulties of decentralised agencies
       recruiting highly qualified staff and experts; invites the
       Commission and EPSO to strengthen their supporting efforts;
     11. 
       Will, in this context, assess the study "Opportunity and
       feasibility of establishing common support services for EU
       agencies" commissioned by the Committee on Budgets and the
       Committee on Budgetary Control very carefully;
     12. 
       Notes that in 2007 about EUR 550 000 000 of Community programme
       funds were committed by three executive agencies; in addition to
       the operational appropriations EUR 47 000 000 were used for
       administrative purposes, i.e. operating the respective executive
       agency; notes that 119 temporary agents and 279 contract agents
       were operative in these agencies;
     13. 
       Reiterates the fact that the amounts taken from operational
       programmes envelopes are used to finance purely administrative
       operations; invites the Committee on Budgetary Control to monitor
       closely the future developments of outsourcing administrative
       tasks of the Commission;
     14. 
       Notes that the Euratom Supply Agency functions as an
       administrative unit of the Commission, which is reflected by the
       budget nomenclature and by the fact that the Director-General is a
       staff member of the European Commission;
     15. 
       Urges the Court of Auditors, for the sake of transparency, to
       consider the three categories of agencies in the next annual
       report;
   Inter-institutional dialogue
     16. 
       Welcomes the decision by the Conference of Presidents taken on 18
       December 2008 to nominate 5 Members to the European Parliament
       delegation for the inter-institutional working group on the role
       of regulatory agencies;
     17. 
       Considers Parliament's resolution of 21 October 2008 on a strategy
       for the future settlement of the institutional aspects of
       Regulatory Agencies1 as a mandate for the Parliament's delegation
       working in the inter-institutional working group;
     18. 
       Insists on the need to establish minimum common standards with
       regard to the setting up of future decentralised agencies;
     19. 
       Is convinced that the evaluation of decentralised agencies
       launched and supervised by the Commission, and to be completed by
       the end of 2009, will contribute to the assessment of shortfalls
       and shortcomings of the agencies; is satisfied that the Commission
       has set up a reference group to launch the study;
     20. 
       Expects that the result of the inter-institutional working group
       will show what merits the decentralised agencies have in the
       administrative structure of the European Union.
   RESULT OF FINAL VOTE IN COMMITTEE
   Date adopted
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