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                American History through Pop Culture
   Test 1 – Review (The 1950s)
   Terms and Names:
     1. 
       Culture- the way of life of a group of people – music, dance,
       clothing, govt, economy, technology, food, religion, language
     2. 
       Pop Culture – what is popular among most people. Usually it is
       mainstream.
     3. 
       Subculture – a culture within a culture
     4. 
       Blues – early form of music associated with African American
       culture – a contributor to Rock n Roll
     5. 
       Country and Western – a form of music associated with Southern and
       Western culture that helped contribute to Rock n Roll
     6. 
       Howlin’ Wolf – a prominent blues musician.
     7. 
       Bo Diddley – a prominent blues musician
     8. 
       Muddy Waters – a prominent blues musicians
     9. 
       Robert Johnson – an influential blues musician, associated with
       the “crossroads” story.
     10. 
       Crossroads – according to legend, the crossroads is where Robert
       Johnson sold his soul to the devil to learn how to play the
       guitar. Stories like this were common in early blues culture and
       later, in Rock n Roll.
     11. 
       Hank Williams – a prominent country singer
     12. 
       Woody Guthrie - a prominent country/folk singer
     13. 
       Rock N Roll Music – new form of music influenced by :
         a. 
           Blues
         b. 
           Country
     14. 
       Styles of the 1950s - conservative
         a. 
           Hair – beehive hairdos (women), DA and Pompadour (men)
    
       b. 
         Clothes – skirts and dresses for women, grey flannel suits for
         men
     1. 
       Alan Freed – DJ who coined the term Rock n Roll
     2. 
       Elvis Presley – most famous rock icon of the 50s – influenced a
       generation, the king
     3. 
       Sam Phillips – the founder of Sun Records, Elvis’s first record
       company
     4. 
       Buddy Holly – Popular singer of songs “Peggy Sue” and “That’ll Be
       the Day”….died in a plane crash on “the day the music died” -
     5. 
       Richie Valens – Singer of “La Bamba,” “Donna,” and “C’mon Let’s
       Go”… died in a plane crash on “the day the music died”
     6. 
       J.P. Richardson (The Big Bopper) - Singer of “Chantilly Lace”…died
       in a plane crash on “the day the music died”
     7. 
       Little Richard – African American Rock musician with a flamboyant
       stage show. Wrote and performed hits such as “Tutti Frutti” and
       “Good Golly Miss Molly.” His songs were often re-recorded by white
       musician Pat Boone.
     8. 
       Pat Boone – a white singer who covered many of Little Richards
       songs.
     9. 
       Chuck Berry – African American rock star whose hits included
       “Johnny B. Goode” and “Maybelline.” Helped popularize the guitar
       solo.
     10. 
       Civil Rights Movement – the movement in the 1950s to gain equal
       rights for African Americans. It was helped by television news
       coverage and Rock and Roll which promoted integration.
     11. 
       Edward R. Murrow – the most trusted name in broadcasting. He was
       the TV news anchor everyone watched.
     12. 
       Hollywood Blacklist – a list of Hollywood writers, actors,
       producers, and directors who were prevented from working because
       they were associated with Communism by McCarthy.
     13. 
       Red Scare – fear that communists were infiltrating American
       society
     14. 
       McCarthyism – Sen. McCarthy’s witch hunt for communists
     15. 
       HUAC – House Un-American Activities Committee – the committee in
       Congress that investigated communists.
     16. 
       Duck and Cover – duck and cover drills were practiced in schools
       to hide from atomic bombs.
     17. 
       Television Genres – Westerns, Quiz Shows, Variety Shows, Kids’
       Shows
     18. 
       The Honeymooners – popular TV show starring Jackie Gleason. Issues
       of gender roles were often addressed.
     19. 
       Ed Sullivan – most famous and respected talk show host – Elvis
       appeared on his show
     20. 
       Howdy Doody – kids’ show featuring a scary puppet and scary clown
     21. 
       “Ozzie and Harriet” - an example of a shows that displayed the
       “perfect TV family”
     22. 
       Father Knows Best – an example of the “perfect American family
     23. 
       Automobiles – tail fins, afterburner taillights, and big grills:
       inspired by the jet age
     24. 
       James Dean – iconic rebel movie star
     25. 
       Rebel without a Cause – movie that demonstrated the new problem of
       Juvenile Delinquency
   
     40. 
       Marilyn Monroe – sex symbol and actress
   
     41. 
       Science Fiction/Horror films – geared towards the youth audience
     42. 
       Consumerism – mass consumption society – people buying mass
       amounts of goods promoted by TV advertising
   Free Response
   1. Demographic changes occurred in the 1950s that led to an emergence
   of a unique culture geared towards teenagers. What led to these
   demographic changes, and what were some results.
   2. Discuss the impact of Elvis Presley’s appearance on the Ed Sullivan
   show.
   3. Television became immensely popular in the 1950s. What were some of
   the impacts of television in terms of gender, the family, consumer
   culture, and the homogenization of American culture?
   4. In the 1950s, three out of five families owned a car. What was the
   impact of this new trend on American society?
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