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                ASSESSMENT INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS
   ===================================
   THREE-YEAR UNDERGRADUATE (NON-CLINICAL) PROGRAMMES
   (Applicable to cohorts commencing in 2010-11 and 2011-12)
   The following information may be copied into programme specifications
   and student handbooks. Please note that you need to insert appropriate
   text to replace the sections in non-bold italics below.
   Pass marks
   The pass mark for each module on this programme is 40%. For all new
   cohorts commencing from September 2010, the pass mark for M level
   (i.e. Master’s level) modules used in undergraduate programmes is 50%.
   Such modules are only available as optional modules in the final year.
   The criteria for completing each year of study, other than the final
   year, and for progression to the next year/level of study, require a
   student to:
   (i) Pass (i.e. achieve 40%) all mandatory modules; and
   (ii) Pass (i.e. achieve 40%) in modules amounting to 90 credits; and
   (iii) Achieve at least 40% averaged across all modules and a minimum
   mark of 35% in all modules.
   These criteria are compulsory for study years 0, 1 and 2 and for
   levels 1 and 2.
   This means that students will be permitted to progress from year zero
   to year one, year one to year two and from year two to year three
   having failed modules worth up to 30 credits in each year, provided
   that:
   (i) The failing marks are in the range 35-39%;
   (ii) Marks of 40% or more are achieved in the remaining modules
   totalling 90 credits; and
   (iii) The overall average mark for the modules totalling 120 credits
   is 40% or more.
   Marks in the range 35-39% which are compensated for by higher marks in
   other modules will be recorded as 40%.
   Full details of the University’s progression requirements can be found
   in Ordinance 35 (or Ordinance 36 for Part-Time Non-Clinical Degrees)
   and the associated faculty regulations, published in the Programme
   Ordinances and Regulations Handbook
   http://www.liv.ac.uk/commsec/ordsregs.htm
   Re-sits
   -------
   The actual marks achieved following a re-sit examination will be
   recorded, but such marks will be recorded as having been achieved at
   the second attempt. Where the mark achieved at the second attempt
   falls between 35-39% and meets the criteria for compensation, the mark
   will be recorded as 40% and will be flagged as having been achieved at
   the second attempt.
   For the purposes of determining progression from years zero to one,
   years one to two and years two to three, the actual marks achieved
   following re-sits will be used to calculate the average mark.
   For the purposes of arriving at the average mark for degree
   classification, marks achieved following re-sits in year two will be
   capped at 40%.
   Rules relating to the re-sitting of assessments can be found in …add
   details of relevant handbooks, websites etc.
   --------------------------------------------------------------------
   Marking descriptors
   -------------------
   The marking descriptors for the Department/School of XXXXX will be
   used in marking all work on this programme. These are:
   Print the appropriate marking descriptors here, for example:
   80 – 100%: Absolutely outstanding answer – factually faultless; strong
   degree of originality; clearly directed; comprehensive coverage;
   extensive evidence of supplementary reading; very well written…..
                     1. 
                       – 9%: Totally inadequate answer – little or no
                       relevance to the question or little or no
                       substance/factual material; approach may well be
                       wrong; expression/style/grammar dreadful.
   Etc.
   Final degree classification
   The degree classification will be determined according to the
   University-wide formula for non-clinical undergraduate degrees. The
   system is based on the use of an overall average of the weighted marks
   for year two and year three as the first indicator of the degree
   classification, with a system of profiling being employed in cases of
   students whose averages are at the borderline between classifications.
   Credit to be passed
   If modules totalling 330 credits or more have been passed, i.e. the
   module has been awarded a mark of 40% or above (this includes
   compensated marks of 40% gained in years one and two) and all
   mandatory modules have been passed, the candidate will be considered
   for the award of a classified honours degree. If modules totalling
   more than 30 credits in year three have been failed, i.e. the module
   has been awarded a mark of less than 40%, the candidate will not be
   eligible for the award of an honours degree but may be eligible for
   the award of a pass (non-honours) degree.
   Weighting
   The marks for year two and year three are used to determine the degree
   classification, with a 30:70 year two/year three weighting applied.
   Averaging
   The average marks for year two and year three are calculated and an
   overall average arrived at, weighted 30:70 between year two and year
   three. The overall average for year two and year three is rounded to
   the nearest whole number (decimal places up to four are rounded down,
   decimal places of five or more are rounded up). The initial indication
   of degree classification is then reached as follows:
   70%+ 1st
   60-69% 2.1
   50-59% 2.2
   40-49% 3rd
   Less than 40% Pass degree
   Profiling
   (i) If a candidate achieves 69%, 59%, 49% or 39% by averaging, i.e.
   missing automatic classification by no more than 1%, they will have
   their mark profile considered.
   (ii) If a candidate is profiled, s/he will be awarded the higher class
   if either 120 credits of study in years two and three are in a higher
   class than the overall average mark and of these at least 30 credits
   have been achieved in year three or at least 60 credits of study in
   the final year have been achieved in the higher class.
   Pass (Non-Honours) Degrees
   Candidates who do not meet the criteria for a classified honours
   degree will be eligible for the award of a pass (non-honours) degree
   if they achieve the pass mark (40%) in modules totalling a minimum of
   300 credits (irrespective of their overall average). This therefore
   includes:
     * 
       Candidates who are not considered for a classified honours degree
       because they have not achieved the minimum 330 credits
       requirement;
     * 
       Candidates who have achieved the minimum 330 credits requirement
       for an honours degree but whose average mark is less than 40% and
       who are either not eligible for profiling or are not eligible for
       a classified honours degree following profiling; and
     * 
       Candidates with a failed module or modules in year three who have
       prima facie met the criteria for the award of a classified honours
       degree but to whom the Board of Examiners have declined to award a
       classified honours degree on the basis that they have failed to
       achieve the overall learning outcomes of the programme or the
       Board is not satisfied that the student made a reasonable attempt
       at the failed assessments.
   Final Year Re-sit Examinations/Assessments
   Final year examinations/assessments may be retaken at the next
   ordinary sitting of the examinations/assessments for those modules by
   candidates who fail modules, on the following basis:
     * 
       Candidates who achieve the minimum 330 credits threshold for the
       award of a classified honours degree but whose average mark/module
       profile does not entitle them to a classified honours degree;
     * 
       Candidates who achieve 300 credits but fewer than 330 credits and
       are only therefore eligible for the award of a pass degree; and
     * 
       Candidates who have failed a module or modules in year three and
       have prima facie met the criteria for the award of a classified
       honours degree but to whom the Board of Examiners have declined to
       award a classified honours degree on the basis that they have
       failed to achieve the overall learning outcomes of the programme
       or the Board is not satisfied that the student made a reasonable
       attempt at the failed assessments.
   Such candidates will be able to opt either to accept a pass degree or
   to retake the examinations/assessments for the failed modules. The
   marks for the modules in which examinations/assessments have been
   retaken will be capped at 40% for the purpose of calculating the
   average for the degree classification (or capped at 50% for M level
   modules1).
     * 
       Candidates who do not achieve enough credits for either an honours
       degree or a pass degree will be allowed to re-sit and, depending
       upon the results of the examinations/assessments which are
       retaken, may be eligible for the award of either a classified
       honours degree or a pass degree. The marks for the modules in
       which examinations/assessments have been retaken will be capped at
       40% for the purpose of calculating the average for the degree
       classification (or capped at 50% for M level modules1).
   Normally candidates will repeat the failed modules without attendance,
   unless the Board of Examiners determines that there are special
   circumstances which suggest that they should be allowed to repeat with
   attendance.
   Candidates may opt not to repeat all their failed final year modules
   but rather to repeat the requisite number which, if passed at an
   appropriate level, would result in the award of a degree. However,
   they would be well advised to repeat all final year failed modules, in
   view of the fact that re-sit marks are capped at 40% (or 50% for M
   level modules1) and also that no further opportunity for retaking
   examinations/assessments would be available.
   In circumstances where there have been significant changes to a module
   or a module is not offered in every year, special
   examinations/assessments must be set for candidates retaking the
   module following failure in the final year. These
   examinations/assessments will take place when the
   examinations/assessments for the changed module take place or when the
   examinations/assessments for the module would have taken place were it
   being offered that year.
   Candidates who fail up to 30 credits in the final year but who still
   achieve an average which results in a classified honours degree will
   not be allowed to retake modules to gain a higher classification.
   Criteria for the award of an alternative qualification
   ------------------------------------------------------
   If a student fails to meet the criteria for the award of a classified
   honours degree or a pass degree, or is unable to complete his or her
   degree programme, he or she may be awarded one of the following
   qualifications:
   Certificate in Higher Education – this will be awarded provided that
   the student has achieved a minimum of 120 credits at a level
   equivalent to the first year of an honours degree programme.
   Diploma in Higher Education – this will be awarded provided that the
   student has achieved a minimum of 240 credits, at least 120 of which
   must be at a level equivalent to the second year of an honours degree
   programme.
   Students who withdraw from The University of Liverpool will be awarded
   either of the above qualifications provided that they meet the
   necessary criteria.
   The Board of Examiners and the External Examiner
   ------------------------------------------------
   Please outline the constitution and terms of reference of the Board of
   Examiners in this section.
   External Examiners are responsible for ensuring that awards made by
   the University of Liverpool are of a comparable standard with those of
   similar subjects and awards of other Higher Education Institutions in
   the United Kingdom, as stated in the Code of Practice on External
   Examining, available at:
   http://www.liv.ac.uk/tqsd/pol_strat_cop/cop_assess/appendix_H_cop_assess.pdf
   Further information on the assessment policies and procedures,
   including:
   --------------------------------------------------------------
     * 
       Purpose, method and schedule of assessment
       ------------------------------------------
     * 
       Timescales for the submission of assessments
       --------------------------------------------
     * 
       The penalties for the late submission of assessments
       ----------------------------------------------------
     * 
       The rules relating to plagiarism and collusion
       ----------------------------------------------
     * 
       Ill-health and other special factors
       ------------------------------------
   can be found in add details of relevant handbooks, websites etc.
   1 This applies for all new cohorts commencing from September 2010.
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