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                Proposal for a Graduate Interdisciplinary Specialization in the
   Analysis of Material Culture
     I. 
       Description of the GIS
   The Interdisciplinary Specialization in the Analysis of Material
   Culture focuses on the examination and description of objects through
   aesthetic, historical, cultural, physical, and chemical perspectives.
   Students in the arts and humanities are the most likely candidates to
   elect this specialization.
   Rationale for the Development of Specialization: Artifact research has
   become central to scholarship in a number of fields – from art history
   to architecture, from archaeology to popular culture studies. In order
   to carry out such studies, it is imperative that scholars have a
   complete understanding of how and why these artifacts were made, how
   and why they were consumed, and the meaning of these objects to the
   people that produced and used them. One of the essential keys to
   understanding the meaning of an object, whether it is classified as a
   work of art, a cultural artifact, an ethnographic object or an item of
   everyday life, is the description and identification of its component
   parts. The Interdisciplinary Specialization in the Analysis of
   Material Culture will provide a multifaceted view of the object
   including both the processes of description and identification and the
   use of interpretation of adapt as approached by scholars in differing
   fields.
   Scholars with interests in material culture, and the courses they
   teach, are distributed across a number of departments at The Ohio
   State University. Combining this expertise in an interdisciplinary
   network to produce the Specialization, students from many different
   programs will learn the varieties of analytical methods available, the
   types of data derived from them, and the use of these data in
   application to particular objects. These experiences would serve to
   enhance the students’ future careers in such areas as art history,
   cultural anthropology, textile and costume history, archaeology, art
   education, and popular culture studies by broadening the students’
   experience beyond their own discipline. A unique strength of this
   Specialization, compared to material culture programs at other
   universities, is the link that it offers between the natural sciences
   and the arts and humanities.
   Purpose of the Specialization: The Interdisciplinary Specialization in
   the Analysis of Material Culture will provide students with a broad
   range of experience in the techniques and theories for the examination
   of materials and subsequent application of the data derived there
   from. Through the combined resources of multiple disciplines in
   different departments, students will learn to examine objects through
   aesthetic, historical, cultural, physical and chemical perspectives.
   Anticipated benefits to the university: The few programs at other
   universities that address the concept of material culture include
   Delaware, Yale and Wisconsin. None of these include the collaboration
   of faculty in the natural sciences and the arts and humanities such as
   the one proposed in this Specialization. Not only will this
   Specialization enhance student experience, it will increase the
   visibility of the university among its peers and in the community as
   well. Faculty cooperation in the coursework will ultimately result in
   awareness of research opportunities across the barriers of department
   and college walls.
     II. 
       Description of proposed curriculum
   The following course offerings are proposed as components of the
   Specialization. At least 15 but not more than 20 hours of coursework
   is required and must include the core course and at least 3 electives,
   only 2 of which can be from the same discipline.
         A. 
           Core course required of all students in the Specialization
   Art Education 764: Investigating Material Culture: Myth, Mystery and
   Meaning
   A multidisciplinary view of the ways to examine and describe objects
   of material culture.
         B. 
           Electives
   To complete the Specialization, students select at least three of the
   following courses to complete a minimum of 15 hours. The instructors
   of each of these has committed to accommodating students from a wide
   range of backgrounds.
   Anthropology 602.02 Archaeological Laboratory Methods (5 credits)
   Anthropology 610 Ethnobotony (5 credits)
   Architecture 610 Survey of Architectural Theory (3 credits)
   Art Education 768 Indigenous People and Visual Culture (5 credits)
   Chemistry 823 Analytical Spectroscopy (3 credits)
   City and Regional Planning 735 Programming Environments for Human Use
   (3 credits)
   Landscape Architecture 603 Landscape Architecture Since 1850:
   Questions of Nature and Culture (5 credits)
   Physics 655 Grad Holography I (5 credits)
   Textiles and Clothing 872 History of American Dress: Critical Issues
   and Methods (3 credits)
   * The University Archive, Historic Costume & Textiles Collection will
   serve as a resource for above courses.
     III. 
       Administrative Arrangements
   A committee of four faculty will administer student advising and
   course coordination for the GIS. Three members of the committee will
   serve two-year terms and will be drawn from different participating
   departments. The fourth committee member, Georgianna Short (Art
   Education) will serve as coordinator and a permanent member of the
   committee. She will participate in teaching the core course, provide
   continuity as committee members rotate through their terms, and will
   also supply staff support and provide other needs for participating
   faulty as they arise. She will also oversee such services as
   advertising (provided by Art Education) and website development
   (provided by ASC Technology Services) Record keeping and verification
   of completion of requirements of the Specialization will be managed by
   the Graduate School.
     IV. 
       Plans to Enroll Students and Perspective Enrollments
   An estimated 10 students will elect to follow the Specialization in
   its first year and should increase in following years. Promotion of
   the Specialization, particularly advertising to be conducted the
   quarter prior to the offering will yield some visibility for the
   Specialization. Website information will enhance advertising.
   Recruiting materials from participating departments can also promote
   the Specialization as an option.
     V. 
       Letters of Support (attached)
   African American and African Studies
   Anthropology
   Art Education
   Chemistry
   College of Education and Human Ecology
   College of Mathematical and Physical Sciences
   College of Social and Behavioral Sciences
   History of Art
   Knowlton School of Architecture
   Physics
   Textiles and Clothing
     VI. 
       Participating Faculty
   Primary Contacts:
   Georgianna Short, Associate Professor (short.4)
   Patricia L. Stuhr, Professor and Chair (stuhr.1)
   Department of Art Education (T: 2-7183)
   Participating Faculty:
   Jane Amidon, Assistant Professor, Landscape Architecture (amidon.2)
   Christine Ballengee-Morris, Associate Professor, Art Education
   (morris.390)
   Patricia Cunningham, Associate Professor, Textiles and Clothing
   (cunningham.190)
   Kenneth Goings, Professor and Chair, African American and African
   Studies (goings.14)
   Terry Gustafson, Professor, Chemistry (gustafson.5)
   Douglas Graf, Associate Professor, Architecture (graf.3)
   Harris Kagan, Professor, Art & Physics (kagan.1)
   Jack L. Nasar, Professor, City and Regional Planning (nasar.1)
   Gayle Strege, Curator of Historic Costume & Textiles Collection
   (strege.2)
   Aron Vinegar, Assistant Professor, History of Art (vinegar.2)
   Assessment Plan:
   While the main responsibility for assessing this Interdisciplinary
   Specialization’s progress lies with the Graduate School, the Office of
   Interdisciplinary Programs will perform the following actions to
   appraise the success of the GIS.
     1. 
       The enrollment pattern in the GIS will be evaluated on a yearly
       basis to address the following questions. Who are the students
       enrolling in the Interdisciplinary Specialization? What courses
       are being used as core courses and as elective courses? Are there
       any impediments to completing the GIS with respect to the
       frequency of course offerings or seat availability? After the
       third year of offering, the program will be reviewed for
       effectiveness and viability.
     2. 
       If enrollment numbers allow, we will perform a survey of
       graduating student, again stressing of attainment of the above
       goals, and the structure, availability and sequencing of courses
       in the Graduate Interdisciplinary Specialization.
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