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                ELECTRONIC RESTRAINT DEVICES – prepared August 14, 2006
   A. Definitions
   As used in this policy, “Electronic Restraint Device” or “ERD” means a
   Conducted Energy Weapon, authorized and issued by this Department,
   which employs electro-muscular disruption (EMD) technology, causing
   temporary incapacitation to the individual. (CACP 20.16)
   B. Training and Certification (CACP 20.13, 20.14, 20.15):
   1. Officers must successfully complete the departmentally approved ERD
   training and certification program, to include written and practical
   tests, before they are authorized to carry and use the ERD .
   2. Officers who are assigned an ERD will be required to successfully
   complete the annual recertification training as determined by the
   Training Command.
   3. Officers must successfully complete the departmentally approved
   advanced/instructor ERD program, to include written and practical
   tests, before being assigned to serve as ERD instructors.
   4. In addition, ongoing training and periodic updates shall be
   provided, via bulletins, in-service trainings, daily briefings, and/or
   scenario-based discussions, concerning less lethal force, including
   the use of ERD.
   5. Training topics shall include, at a minimum, the following:
   a. The Department’s definition of “less lethal force”;
   b. The less lethal force options approved by the Department and
   available to officers;
   c. Department-approved techniques and strategies for less lethal force
   weapons;
   d. Department-approved target zones for less lethal force options;
   e. Legal review and updates;
   f. Justification for deployment and use of less lethal force weapons;
   g. Prohibitions on use of less lethal force weapons;
   h. De-escalation techniques;
   i. Reporting requirements;
   j. Weapons inspection, maintenance, and storage; and
   k. Medical attention/treatment and decontamination protocols,
   including probe removal
   C. CARRYING OF ERD (CACP 20.17)
   1. Only departmentally-approved and -issued ERDs and ERD cartridges
   may be carried.
   2. The ERD will not be altered or modified in anyway.
   3. ERDs must be stored in the ERD storage locker and be connected to
   their charging units. ERDs shall be transported either in their
   protective carrying case or in a
   department approved holster.
   4. The ERD must be worn on the officer’s weak side in order to avoid
   accidental deployment of the wrong weapon.
   5. Only properly functioning and charged ERDs shall be carried. Before
   each deployment, the ERD shall be inspected for damage and tested for
   a proper pulse rate. Any damage or improper functioning must
   immediately be reported to the Chief of
   Police or designee.
   6. In addition to any other downloading requirement established
   herein, officers will be required to download data from their assigned
   ERD when:
   a. The ERD is reassigned to another officer. In such situations, one
   copy of the data report will be filed with the officer's property
   inventory and one copy will be retained by the officer for one year
   from the date of downloading.
   b. The ERD is retired from the active police inventory. In these
   situations, the data report will be retained by Police Equipment for
   one year from the date of downloading.
   D. AUTHORIZED AND PROHIBITED USES OF ERD (CACP 20.18, 20.19, 20.20)
   1. The use of an ERD is a use of force for reporting purposes. An ERD
   may not be employed unless its level of force is justified.
   2. The ERD may be used to control a dangerous or violent subject when
   deadly force does not appear to be justified and or necessary; or
   attempts to subdue the subject by other conventional tactics have
   been, or will likely be, ineffective in the situation at hand; or
   there is reasonable expectation that it will be unsafe for officers to
   approach within contact range of the subject. The ERD may be used
   against an aggressive animal.
   3. The ERD is intended for use as defensive, less lethal weapon.
   Officers may use the ERD to incapacitate, control, and apprehend a
   dangerous, violent or potentially violent subject or a subject who is
   aggressively resisting.
   4. Only one officer will deploy an ERD on an individual, unless it is
   obvious the deployment was not effective.
   5. The ERD will not be utilized under the following circumstances:
   a. Against any subject who is already in handcuffs or other
   restraints, unless the suspect is actively resisting or exhibiting
   active aggression, and/or to prevent the suspect from harming
   himself/herself or others.
   b. Against a person displaying passive resistance (passive resistance
   means a subject offers no physical resistance to arrest, simply goes
   limp, or makes no overt act of aggressive behavior);
   c. When the officer knows that flammable liquids or gases (including
   but not limited to alcohol-based Oleoresin Capsicum [OC] spray
   carriers) are present;
   d. Against a woman who is obviously pregnant; a child who, by physical
   stature and size appears to be under the age of 14; an individual who
   is visibly frail; or an elderly individual;
   e. In a location where a fall by the suspect may cause substantial
   injury or death;
   f. Against a suspect in physical control of a vehicle in motion
   (including but not limited to an automobile, truck, motorcycle, or
   ATV), except when exigent circumstances exist.
   4. Officers shall:
   a. Give explicit verbal commands to the suspect prior to deployment,
   except when the suspect, officers or citizens might be placed in
   jeopardy by first warning the suspect that use of the ERD is imminent;
   b. Avoid hitting the subject in sensitive tissue areas such as head,
   face, neck, groin or female breast area;
   c. Avoid the deployment of the ERD against a subject operating a motor
   vehicle, bicycle, skateboard, or riding on any conveyance where they
   may fall while the vehicle is in motion;
   d. Use the ERD for one standard cycle (five seconds), then stop to
   evaluate the situation. If one or more subsequent cycles are
   necessary, the number and duration of such cycles shall be limited to
   the minimum activations necessary to place the subject in custody.
   E. Medical Treatment (CACP 20.22)
   1. Ordinarily, an officer will remove the ERD probe once the suspect
   is in custody. However, when a probe has penetrated sensitive tissue
   areas (groin, female breast, face, neck) EMS will be summoned to the
   scene. EMS will make a determination to remove probes or transport the
   suspect to the hospital.
   2. To avoid the potential of positional asphyxia, all suspects, once
   handcuffed and in control, will be placed in an upright position.
   3. After ERD use, officers will attempt to ascertain from the subject
   whether preexisting medical conditions (such as a history of heart
   problems) would warrant summoning EMS personnel to the scene.
   4. Officers will notify jail medical personnel, at the time of
   booking, that the subject has been struck with ERD probes or received
   a drive stun. An examination should be conducted by jail medical
   personnel to determine whether the individual has suffered any injury,
   either directly from the ERD discharge or indirectly, such as by
   falling after incapacitation.
   F. Reporting and Documentation (CACP 20.21)
   1. The officer will notify his supervisor immediately after the
   deployment of a ERD or drive stun.
   2. Any use of the ERD requires the officer to comply with use of force
   reporting procedures.
   3. Photographs will be taken of probe/drive stun impact sites and any
   other related injuries.
   4. Probes and cartridge(s) should be carefully placed, sharp tip
   first, back into the expended cartridge bores and secured. Removed
   probes that have penetrated the body, should be treated as biohazards
   and safety precautions used.
   5. Cartridge(s) will be placed in a plastic property bag, a biohazard
   label attached, and submitted to the property unit for proper
   disposal.
   6. Officers will document the submission of the probes and
   cartridge(s) in the offense report.
   7. Officers will download the firing data from the ERD and attach a
   copy of this report to the Use of Force form for review by the
   officer's chain of command. A second copy of the firing data report
   will be tagged for retention as evidence. This information is
   invaluable when investigating claims of improper or excessive use of
   force involving the device. Downloaded data shall be subject to random
   audits and reconciliations with use of force reports.
   G. Supervisors’ Responsibilities (CACP 20.21)
     1. 
       Supervisors shall:
   a. Respond to the scene of all deployments and/or drive-stuns.
   b. Insure all documentation and evidence is completed and submitted.
   c. Assure that the Use of Force Form has been reviewed for content and
   completeness.
   d. Forward a completed Use of Force Form with any attachments through
   chain of command to the Chief or designee, prior to entry into the Use
   of Force database.
   H. INVESTIGATION OF ERD USE
   a. The Department shall initiate a force investigation outside the
   chain of command when any of the following factors are involved:
   1. A subject experiences death or serious injury;
   2. A subject experiences prolonged ERD activation;
   3. The ERD appears to have been used in a punitive or abusive manner;
   4. There appears to be a substantial deviation from policy or
   training;
   5. The ERD appears to have been utilized on a person in one of the
   categories set forth in Section D.5.e (a woman who is obviously
   pregnant; a child who, by physical stature and size appears to be
   under the age of 14; an individual who is visibly frail; or an elderly
   individual).
   5
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