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   Jack the Ripper’s London
   Gallery Activity Pack
   
   Teachers’ notes
   These activities help your students build on their session through
   exploration of the First Port of Empire, Sailortown and City and River
   galleries. They are designed to focus their time in the museum through
   guided investigation and discussion.
   Our aim is that students should engage with the museum exhibits and
   each other rather than with traditional worksheets. The pack is
   designed to be completed by small groups rather than individuals. You
   can choose to distribute all the activity cards, or select those you
   feel are most appropriate for your class. It is possible to keep the
   class in one gallery at a time, or set groups off on their own with an
   accompanying adult. Make sure supporting adults have a copy of the
   activity.
   If your students are carrying their mobile phones, encourage them to
   use them in a focused way. Ask them to use to the camera function to
   record evidence, or to make video interviews or mini documentaries
   about something they’ve discovered. Photographs can be annotated using
   an app like Skitch, and students’ work can be shared via Bluetooth,
   Dropbox or USB to make a class video record of their visit. Please
   make sure they are aware of the photography policy on the ‘Practical
   Guidelines’ page of the teacher’ resource pack.
   
   You work for a company that makes T.V. programmes. They are making a
   documentary about the East End of London at the time of the Jack the
   Ripper murders. You have been sent to the Museum of London Docklands
   to do some background research for the programme. Good luck!
   The producer wants to explain why the East End of London was so
   overcrowded by the 1880s, with a shifting population that moved in and
   out of the area.
   1. Find the information board at the beginning of the gallery headed
   ‘The docks and the East End’. Write the script for the programme
   presenter giving two consequences of the building of the docks.
   
   2. Look at the boards and displays headed: ‘Spanning the Thames’, ‘New
   London Bridge’, ‘The Thames Tunnel’ and ‘St. Katherine Docks’. The
   programme will include an actor in role as a labourer. Why did his
   character move to the East End? Rank the reasons in order of
   importance to the character by numbering them from 1 (most important)
   to 4 (least important).
   
   Everyone minds their own business so I can come and go as I like
   
   There are lots of building projects to work on
    Rents are cheap compared to other parts of London
   
   There are more shops and pubs than in the countryside
   3. Use evidence from the pictures in the displays to draw a labourer.
   Label his clothes to help the wardrobe department make the costume for
   the actor.
   1. Find the case with the dock company weapons in the ‘Protecting the
   docks’ display. Draw and label a truncheon in the space below so that
   the film crew includes a close up of it.
   
   2. When the Metropolitan Police Force was set up in 1829 its
   constables were also armed with truncheons. The documentary will
   explain how they used them. Circle all the possible uses and then add
   one of your own.
   
   3. Find the drawing of the convict ship (to the left of the entrance
   to Sailortown). Criminals were transported to Australia until 1868.
   Most of these men, women and children had been convicted of petty
   crimes such as theft and assault.
   Write the presenter’s script, suggesting reasons why some people
   living in the East End committed petty crimes.
   
   Explore the streets of Sailortown.
   Please be VERY quiet as there may be school sessions running in here.
   1. The producer wants to recreate an East End street at the time of
   the Ripper murders. Sketch a part of Sailortown to help the set
   designer. Label it to include information about lighting and
   materials.
   2. The programme will need music and sound effects. Circle the three
   words that best describe the atmosphere you’d like to create or add
   ones of your own.
   
   3. Based on the evidence you have seen so far, why do you think Jack
   the Ripper chose to commit his crimes in the East End? Write the
   presenter’s script.
   
   1. Find the picture of a sailortown tavern (on the board headed ‘The
   Human Stream’). The programme will include an actor in role as one of
   the sailors.
   Write the actor’s script, explaining why he stays in the East End when
   he’s home from sea and what he likes about it.
    
   2. Look around the displays in the first half of this gallery (before
   the Great Dock Strike display.) Draw and label one object which is
   evidence of the goods produced by workers in East End factories and
   workshops.
   
   3. Find a leather apron in a recreated workshop. One of the suspects
   in the Jack the Ripper case was known as ‘Leather Apron’. Using this
   evidence, suggest the type of work ‘Leather Apron’ might have done.
   
   Look around the Great Dock Strike display and listen to the audio
   recordings. Find out about the work, pay and home lives of dockers and
   their families.
   1. The programme will include a mock-interview with an actor in role
   as a docker sleeping in a common lodging house. Write his answers.
   Presenter: What work do you do? How much do you get paid an hour?
   Docker:
   Presenter: What is ‘the call on’? Can you get work every day?
   Docker:
   Presenter: Where do you sleep at night? What is this place like?
   Docker:
   2. The programme will include a recreation of a poor family’s home.
   Write a list of the items that the prop department will need to find.
   Props needed:
   3. Jack the Ripper’s victims are all believed to have been working as
   prostitutes. Write a script for an actor in role as a prostitute,
   explaining why she has to try to make a living in this way.
   
   © Museum of London Docklands 2013. This sheet is designed to be edited
   by teachers.
   The museum cannot take responsibility for edited content.
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