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   THE PATBQ: 10 GOOD REASONS TO JOIN
   ==================================
   You are running a business and what happens in your factory on the
   production line (cow) should be of the uppermost importance to you or
   may leave you completely indifferent. To better manage your staff,
   sometimes you have to refer to an advisor. This person will
   objectively inform you on the results of your business and you will be
   in a better position to make good decisions.
   Your PATBQ advisor could help you with the genetic improvements and
   the technical follow-up of your herd. The advisor can give you 10 good
   reasons to convince you to use an essential tool like PATBQ.
   1. Improve your animal performances
   ===================================
   These reports give you the gain performances of calves by the average
   daily gain (ADG), the weight, the average age at weaning and the death
   rate at preweaning. As well, they will tell you the bull performance,
   the average calving interval of your herd, etc.; indispensable
   individual, group and herd data to assure a good following to your
   breeding program.
   2. Be aware, measure the results
   ================================
   This should spark your interest in genetic selection. That what’s make
   the difference between a “selective breeder” and an average producer.
   The selective breeder is curious, he wants to know; it’s what gives
   him the desire, the time to collect data and to look at and to
   understand the reports. For him, the work invested in the genetic
   improvement is judged very profitable.
   3. Choose your breeding stock
   =============================
   Your work is easier. The selection is based on information written
   (Index, EPD, ABC) in the reports. After having received your birth
   declaration, your advisor can establish a list of heifers to consider
   for your replacements. Your knowledge will be required for the final
   selection by adding the information on conformation, temperament, etc.
   Also, depending on the requirements of La Financière agricole du
   Québec, the animals sold for breeding by a farm registered on the «
   steer » program could be insurable for a supplement gain of 200 pounds
   under specific conditions.
   4. Profit from regular advice and develop a true relation with a
   specialist directly on the farm
   ================================================================
   Your advisor will not come at your farm to calve your cows, but he
   will surely help you choose your next bull. For example, if you want
   smaller calves at birth, the advisor will analyse the EPD’s which have
   the most impact on that trait. You will gain because you will improve
   your quality of life and you will be happier.
   5. Increase the commercial value of your calves
   ===============================================
   The use of crossbreeding can improve the genetics of your calves and
   contribute to the increase in their average daily gain and the total
   calf weaning weight. In addition to the gain results, the PATBQ
   permits you to evaluate your results with the Across Breed Comparison
   (ABC) for the crossbred animals, the equivalent of Expected Progeny
   Differences (EPD) for the purebred animal. All this information will
   permit you to do a better selection to obtain calves with a
   conformation (muscling, feet and legs) that responds to the market
   criteria which translates to a higher price on sale day.
   6. Compare the performance of your herd with those of the region and
   the province
   ====================================================================
   You need to be able to compare to improve. As you know, a result,
   taken individually, means nothing if you don’t know the performance of
   others. For example, a breeder can think that one of his criteria
   (ADG) is good, but in reality it might be inferior to the average of
   the region and the province (see the attached table).
   7. Sell or buy with PATBQ
   =========================
   You can sell animals of which the identification, the parents, the
   breeds or the crosses and the performance are all known. It’s a great
   advantage when you think about it. No more guessing.
   8. Transfer to Agri-Traçabilité Québec your new activations
   ===========================================================
   With the breeder’s consent, the automatic transfer of the ATQ tag
   number to ATQ can avoid the doubling of paper work.
   9. Determine if your product meets the needs of the market
   ==========================================================
   An innovation : permits you to obtain the slaughter data and to
   determinate if your finished product meets the needs of the meat
   market. This pertinent information will permit you to revise your
   breeding program.
   10. Improve your reputation by advertising your participation to PATBQ
   ======================================================================
   Participating to a program like PATBQ, can increase your credibility
   as a good breeder. The winners of the regional or provincial PATBQ
   merit award have profited from free publicity, placing them among the
   top of their profession.
   When you decide to use data processing (PATBQ), it must be used with
   precise objectives in order to see if you have achieved your
   objective. This is a good source of motivation to use the PATBQ for
   your herd year after year. If your advisor can accompany the breeders
   who have the best technical results, he might be able to do something
   for you. Why not think about it.
   Y our PATBQ team
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