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                The Hillside Find
   Joycelin K Leahy, 2013
   We climbed together. Side by side, we stepped through the tall Kunai
   grass and up the steep Ranuguri hillside. There was no road. Ranuguri
   is a Motuan word for water spring. The mid afternoon sun glared and
   fought with its last strength before the day ended. The sound of
   traffic in Kone died down as we moved further up. It was a Tuesday in
   February, 1985. It was my day off but I took the work to avoid the
   abusive partner at home.
   Kone is short for Konedobu. It was the pioneering Papua New Guinea
   (PNG) government post. Now boasting the main wharf and the mushroomed
   high-rise capital Port Moresby is also home to the Royal PNG Police
   headquarters. Konedobu was the Papuan capital in the days under
   Australian rule and Sir Hubert Murray’s administration. Today, equally
   matching the high-rises are mushrooms of make-shift shanties in Kone
   and Ranuguri, both settlements maintaining metropolitan police on full
   shifts.
   My steps quickened as I neared the hilltop. I felt the breeze and
   sounds of grass brushing but no footsteps. I realised I had left Chief
   Superintend Roy Tiden several meters downhill. His 220kg body did not
   allow him the speed up the hillside. Supt Tiden already started
   puffing at the Ranuguri foot and made some jokes about racing me to
   the top; making light our reason for being there.
   A half hour later, I found myself alone. No other police or Criminal
   Investigation Division (CID) members were there yet. Given the
   description of the location of the incident report, I figured I would
   see a crime scene within meters of where I stood. “May be, I am ON the
   scene”, I whispered to myself. The hairs on my skin stood. I shook. I
   called out, ‘Mr Tiden!’ Mr Tiden! I called louder and could hear the
   wind blowing my voice down the valley to the squatter settlement. No
   reply. I needed to go pee suddenly. My throat dried up.
   My attempt to call Supt Tiden did nothing to comfort me. I looked
   around quickly and across the hill top trying to see where the flies’
   buzzing sound was coming from. I thought to myself, I really did not
   want to see anything. I did not want to step on anything or anyone. I
   concentrated hard. I could not even see those damn flies but I heard
   them very close.
   A crow soared and two others joined the circle quietly, just metres
   above me. I held my pen and A5 notepad tight and clutched my bag. I
   pulled it up to my chest and smelt the puff of leather. Through the
   softness of leather, I felt my purse, knowing in it, there was K20
   ($8), my no brand cinnamon lipstick, an extra pen, a bunch of office
   and house keys; and the police issue can of chemical mace. Supt Tiden
   said I would need it.
   “The mace! It is for protection” I almost said it out loud. “Not right
   now” I thought to myself. I looked at my feet. The ground was bare,
   rough and stony limestone. Apart from spurts of Kunai in parts, there
   was nothing else. If there was anything here, it would not be too hard
   to find, another thought ran in my head.
   I shifted my weight. My legs refused to take me further. I was sure
   that I was in the right place. I waited. Ten minutes gone and I wished
   the police helicopter would blast through the hillside and break the
   silence, low flies buzzing and kunai grass shooing.
   I was about to call again and I heard a cough and muffled cursing and
   knew Supt Tiden arrived. He called out to me, “Joycelin!”
   I greeted him and asked if we were in the right place.
   “You are! That is great detective work!” he answered cheerfully.
   I felt shocked but pretended to smile.
   “Come this way!” he beckoned me and with an arm on his hip to keep
   himself steady he took a few steps forward and tuned down the other
   side of the hill. After at least five steps, he stopped suddenly,
   looking down.
   I walked up to him and looked down. There, stretched out before him
   and I was a body with three large rocks weighing it down in three
   different places – the neck, centre and the legs. The head had a
   massive dent and the instrument matching the dent, a bloody rock was
   placed on the victim’s neck.
   “He can’t be more than 11 or 12 years old”, Supt Tiden finally said
   after a good 20 minutes of observation and a complete walk around the
   body. I stood in the exact spot where I stopped, lifeless.
   Supt Tiden starred at me waiting for a reaction. My thoughts were far
   from police work. The only thing running through my head was my
   11-year-old brother, Rivona.
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