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                Teaching Moments
   Over the course of the past several years, I have stopped occasionally
   to jot down what I consider “teaching moments.” Here are a few:
   We were reading Penelope’s Herois to Odysseus. In line 107-8 (Telemacho
   veniet, vivat modo, fortior aetas: Nunc erat auxiliuis illa tuenda
   patris), Ovid uses the gerundive to suggest potentiality. The notes in
   the back of this old text tell us that “the sentence is potential,
   i.e., it is the apodosis of a conditional sentence of which the
   protasis is suppressed.” My students said they had never heard the
   terms. I explained where they came from and said they were technical
   grammatical terms for if- and then- clauses. One student said that she
   didn’t expect EVER to use these terms again, and hoped I wouldn’t be
   upset if she said so. I told her that at the very least, I expected
   her to be able to understand annotations using these terms when she
   came across them.
   A few minutes later, she was telling us about her English grammar
   course, in which they were discussing the shift that had occurred
   recently in ISU’s motto. Apparently, the motto used to be Chaucer’s
   "gladly would he learn and gladly teach" and it has been watered down
   to “Gladly we learn and teach.” She wondered what it was about the
   change that bothered her so much, and I pointed out that the line had
   lost its potentiality – that in fact, the original was the apodosis of
   a sentence with its protasis suppressed! We all had a good laugh about
   how something she thought she would NEVER she herself brought into a
   conversation not ten minutes later!
   I began my teaching career at ISU just weeks before the terrorist
   attacks on our country. Found myself posting this message copied below
   to the classics list, an internet discussion forum:
   Bill's post on Thucydides just now gives me the heart to post this, a
   passage of Cicero's In Catilinam I, which struck my students and me
   just
   yesterday, like a thunderbolt. Replace Catiline with Bin Laden and see
   what
   you get, although I admit it is a stretch. Perhaps it is just that
   everything reminds me of current events now. ... Of course, the threat
   Cicero describes here is internal. (I lifted the passage from the
   Perseus
   site - so thanks to them - and I included the Yonge translation from
   the
   Perseus site too, for the benefit of those less fluent, and because I
   am too
   lazy to write one out myself. I draw your eye particularly to the
   lines set
   off by * *. (I was also struck by his earlier description of the
   enemy's
   camps, suggested with the difference in source of danger in mind and
   with
   the full realization that Etruria and Afghanistan have little else in
   common: "castra sunt in Italia contra populum Romanum in Etruriae
   faucibis
   collocata...") The first *...* would have been our before, the second,
   our
   now.
   Unfortunately, Cicero does not offer us a solution to *our* problem:
   [30] quamquam ***non nulli sunt in hoc ordine qui aut ea quae imminent
   non
   videant aut ea quae vident dissimulent; qui spem Catilinae mollibus
   sententiis aluerunt coniurationemque nascentem non credendo
   conroboraverunt;*** quorum auctoritate multi non solum improbi verum
   etiam
   imperiti, si in hunc animadvertissem, crudeliter et regie factum esse
   dicerent. nunc intellego, si iste, quo intendit, in Manliana castra
   pervenerit, neminem tam stultum fore qui non videat coniurationem esse
   factam, neminem tam improbum qui non fateatur. ***hoc autem uno
   interfecto
   intellego hanc rei publicae pestem paulisper reprimi, non in perpetuum
   comprimi posse.*** quod si sese eiecerit secumque suos eduxerit et
   eodem
   ceteros undique conlectos naufragos adgregarit, exstinguetur atque
   delebitur
   non modo haec tam adulta rei publicae pestis verum etiam stirps ac
   semen
   malorum omnium.
   Though there are some men in this body who either do not see what
   threatens,
   or dissemble what they do see; who have fed the hope of Catiline by
   mild
   sentiments, and have strengthened the rising conspiracy by not
   believing it;
   influenced by whose authority many, and they not wicked, but only
   ignorant,
   if I punished him would say that I had acted cruelly and tyrannically.
   But I
   know that if he arrives at the camp of Manlius to which he is going,
   there
   will be no one so stupid as not to see that there has been a
   conspiracy; no
   one so hardened as not to confess it. But if this man alone were put
   to
   death, I know that this disease of the republic would be only checked
   for
   awhile, not eradicated for ever. But if he banishes himself; and takes
   with
   him all his friends, and collects at one point all the ruined men from
   every
   quarter, then not only will this full-grown plague of the republic be
   extinguished and eradicated, but also the root and seed of all future
   evils.
   On a lighter note, I enjoyed taking my mythology class to the
   planetarium this summer for a two hour extravaganza. First we watched
   a canned show called the Stellar Tapestry and the planetarium
   director, Dr. Tom Willmitch, took us on a tour of the sky, pointing
   out the constellations as my students piped up with the stories,
   quoting the Homeric Hymns and other texts, making me proud (he was
   impressed). After I told them the story of the Milky Way (how it is
   spilled milk from Hera’s breast, and how galactos, milk, is the root
   for the word “galaxy”), a student asked about the connection with the
   candy bar…Tom laughed and said that a galaxy had in fact been named
   “Snickers” as a joke, so one candy bar wouldn’t be above all others.
   So then I said, “Oh – the next thing you’ll be telling us is that the
   constellation Leo is not really the Nemean Lion (first in Heracles’
   list of labors) but a Kit-Kat bar! And he replied, to the groans of my
   entire class and me…”Gimme a break!” But seriously, the trip to the
   planetarium may have been the high point of the myth class this
   summer. It was great to see my students excited because they knew more
   than they thought they did, and they could actually apply their
   knowledge to something “modern” like the stars!
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