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                HORT 423 – Tropical Horticulture - FALL, 2007
   Course Content, Textbooks, and Requirements
   Instructor: David H. Byrne
   ==========================
   HFSB 428, 862-3072, Email: [email protected]
   Teaching Assistant: Matthew Orwat
   ---------------------------------
   HFSB, Email: [email protected]
   HFSB 102, MW 5:15 – 6:30 pm
   Course Objectives:
     1. 
       To introduce the tropics as a zone of diverse agro-ecological
       conditions and identify the basic challenges and opportunities of
       tropical horticulture.
     2. 
       To appreciate the diversity of horticultural crops, people, and
       cropping systems in the tropics.
     3. 
       To become familiar with nomenclature, classification,
       identification, climate, soil adaptability, propagation, culture,
       pests, uses, and nutrition of a wide variety of tropical beverage,
       fruit, nut, spices, and ornamental crops.
     4. 
       To recognize the management requirements of selected tropical
       horticultural crops.
     5. 
       To create an awareness of the concerns in tropical horticulture
       and strategies adapted to overcome them.
   Course Format:
     1. 
       Lecture-demonstration format. There is no formal text book for
       this course although reading assignments will be given to
       suppplement the lecture materials. The course handbook is
       available from a local copy store.
     2. 
       Demonstration presentation and various homework assignments
     3. 
       A paper on a topic pertinent to Tropical Horticulture is a
       requirement for this course. The paper must include a minimum of
       six references. Three of these literature citations must be from a
       peer reviewed scientific journal. Others can be from credible
       internet sources, (cite internet address and attach a copy of the
       pertinent pages), the popular press, books, extension bulletins,
       etc. All papers must meet ASHS guidelines for a feature article
       (see pdf file and example on web page).
   Grading:
   A Exam
   20%
   200 points
   B Exam
   20%
   200 points
   Presentations and homework
   10 %
   100 points
   Final Exam
   20%
   200 points
   Paper
   30%
   300 points
   TOTAL
   100%
   1000 points
   Aggie Code of Honor: “Aggies do not lie, cheat, or steal nor do they
   tolerate those who do.”
   Students are expected to attend all classes, complete assignments on
   time, and participate fully in class discussions. The Aggie Code of
   Honor states that students at Texas A&M University should value
   honesty and personal integrity. Therefore, it is the responsibility of
   students and faculty members to help maintain scholastic integrity at
   the University by refusing to participate in or tolerate scholastic
   dishonesty. In this course, it is permissible to discuss homework
   assignments and solutions. It is permissible to work together and
   combine your work into one presentation in the group project. It is
   not permissible to copy homework assignments from another student. It
   is not permissible to discuss any aspect of any test or examination
   until all students have completed the exam. The penalties for
   violating this policy will range from a ZERO on the assignment or test
   to an F in the course.
   The handouts used in this course are copyrighted. By "handouts" I mean
   all materials generated for this class, which include but are not
   limited to syllabi, quizzes, exams, lab problems, in-class materials,
   review sheets, and additional problem sets. Because these materials
   are copyrighted, you do not have the right to copy the handouts unless
   I expressly grant permission.
   Americans with Disabilities Act Policy Statement. The Americans with
   Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal antidiscrimination statue that
   provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with
   disabilities. Among other things, this legislation requires that all
   students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that
   provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you
   believe you have a disability requiring an accommodation, please
   contact the Department of Student Life. Services for students with
   disabilities in Room 126 of the Koldus Building, or call 845-1637.
   HORT 423 – Tropical Horticulture - FALL, 2007
   Course Schedule
   ---------------
   Instructor: David H. Byrne
   ==========================
   HFSB 428, 862-3072, Email: [email protected]
   Teaching Assistant: Matthew Orwat
   ---------------------------------
   HFSB, Email: [email protected]
   HFSB 101, MW 5:15 – 6:30 pm
   Lecture #
   Date
   Topic
   Home work due dates
   1
   Aug 27
   Course Overview and Introduction to the Tropics
   2
   Aug 29
   Tropical Climates, Soils and Agro-ecosystems
   3
   Sept. 3
   Beverage Crops: Cacao
   4
   Sept. 5
   Beverage Crops: Coffee
   5
   Sept. 10
   Beverage Crops: Tea
   Paper title/outline Library search
   6
   Sept. 12
   Ornamentals
   7
   Sept. 17
   Fruits and their importance in tropical horticulture
   Internet Source Credibility
   8
   Sept. 19
   Banana
   9
   Sept. 24
   Pineapple
   FAO statistics
   10
   Sept. 26
   EXAM
   11
   Oct. 1
   Mango
   12
   Oct. 3
   Papaya
   Detailed outline/references
   13
   Oct. 8
   South American fruits
   14
   Oct. 10
   South American fruits
   15
   Oct. 15
   Asian Fruits
   Geography
   16
   Oct. 17
   Asian and African Fruits
   17
   Oct. 22
   Tropical Nut Crops (Dr. Lombardini)
   18
   Oct. 24
   Tropical Nut Crops (Dr. Lombardini)
   19
   Oct. 29
   Palms: Dates and Coconuts
   20
   Oct. 31
   EXAM
   21
   Nov. 5
   African oil palm
   Palm oil products
   22
   Nov. 7
   Guest Lecture – Eco tourism
   Powerpoint
   23
   Nov. 12
   Rubber
   24
   Nov. 14
   Root crops: Cassava
   25
   Nov. 19
   Yam, and Taro
   26
   Nov. 21
   Review
   THANKSGIVING BREAK
   27
   Nov. 26
   Spices: Vanilla, Cinnamon
   28
   Nov. 28
   Pepper, Nutmeg and Mace
   Final paper
   READING DAYS
   30
   Dec. 9-14
   FINAL EXAMS
   References:
   Webster, C. C. and P. N. Wilson (Eds). 1998. Agriculture in the
   Tropics. 3rd Edition. Blackwell Science Ltd. London, pp. 539.
   Castro, P. and R. Kluge. 1997. Ecofisiologia de fruteiras tropicais.
   Nobel. Sao Paulo, Brazil.
   Cock, J. 1985. Cassava, New potential for a neglected crop. Westview
   Press, Boulder, CO, USA, pp. 191.
   Popenoe, W. 1974. Manual of Tropical and Subtropical Fruits. Hafner
   Press, New York, pp. 474.
   Simmonds, N. W. 1966. Bananas. Tropical Agriculture Series. 2nd
   edition. Longman, London, pp. 512.
   Subhadrabandhu, S. and S. Ketsa. 2001. Durian, King of tropical
   fruit.Lincoln Univ. Press, Wellington, NZ, pp. 178.
   Willson, K. C. 1999. Coffee, Cocao, and Tea. Crop Production Science
   in Horticulture 8. CABI Publishing, New York, pp. 300.
   Weiss, E. A. 2002. Spice crops. CABI Publishing, New York, pp 411.
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