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   CHRISTMAS SONGS
   and
   RHYMES
   
   For preschoolers +
   
   Christmas is a time to remember the greatest story ever told – Jesus
   birth - when God came to live among us - Emmanuel.
   The songs below use familiar tunes so the focus can be on the words.
   (Including some home-grown NZ ones!)
   Some are more suitable for pre-schoolers while others could be used in
   all -age settings. A few action rhymes are included at the end.
   Twinkle twinkle star so bright- version 1
   Tune: Twinkle twinkle little star
   Twinkle twinkle star so bright
   Twinkle twinkle in the night
   Up above the world so high
   Wisemen saw you in the sky
   Twinkle twinkle star so bright
   Twinkle twinkle in the night
   Twinkle twinkle star so bright
   Twinkle twinkle in the night
   God sent you to show the way
   To the house where Jesus lay
   Twinkle twinkle star so bright
   Twinkle twinkle in the night
   Twinkle Twinkle Big Big Star- version 2
   Twinkle twinkle big big Star
   God has led us where you are
   Shepherds tremble at your sight.
   Burning, awesome, full of Light
   Twinkle, twinkle, big big Star
   God has led us where you are.
   Twinkle twinkle big big Star
   God has led us where you are
   Wise men travelled through the night
   Leading to a stable bright
   Twinkle, twinkle, big big Star
   God has led us where you are.
   Twinkle Twinkle Christmas Star- version 3
   Twinkle twinkle Christmas star
   Shining near and shining far
   Shining down on Christmas morn
   Shining on the baby born
   Twinkle twinkle Christmas star
   Shining near and shining far.
   Jesus is the light
   Tune: This little light of mine
   Jesus is the light, shining oh so bright
   Jesus is the light, shining oh so bright
   Jesus is the light, shining oh so bright
   Shining bright, shining bright, he’s the light.
   Sing good news
   Tune: We wish you a merry Christmas
   An angel came to Mary
   An angel came to Mary
   An angel came to Mary
   To bring her good news.
   Good tidings I bring
   Of a new baby king
   An angel came to Mary
   To bring her good news.
   Ring Ring, Ring the Bells
   Tune: Row row row the boat
   Ring, ring, ring the bells. Ring them loud and clear
   To tell the children everywhere, Jesus’ Birthday’s here.
   Ring, ring, ring the bells. Ring them loud and clear
   To tell the children everywhere, Jesus’ Birthday’s here.
   Ring, ring, ring the bells. Ring them loud and clear
   To tell the children everywhere, Jesus’ Birthday’s here.
   Joseph’s dream
   Tune: My bonnie lies over the ocean
   When Joseph lay quietly dreaming (sleep on folded hands)
   An angel so big and so bright (circle arms)
   Said: You must be married to Mary (stretch arms out)
   For that is God’s message tonight.
   Joseph, Joseph, Mary is having a baby boy (rock arms)
   Jesus, Jesus, he will be Jesus her son.
   Jesus Came
   Tune: Jingle Bells tune
   Jesus came.
   Jesus came.
   Jesus came to show
   That he's God's Son and he's the one
   God promised long ago.
   (Repeat)
   Mary Had a Baby
   Tune: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S7T9mVMN4Y4
   (This works well as a question/response song with two groups, sung in
   a lively way, a bit faster than the above version.)
   Chorus
   Mary had a baby, Yes Lord
   Mary had a baby, Yes my Lord
   Mary had a baby, Yes Lord
   The little baby boy in Bethlehem (Traditionally= the people keep
   a’coming and the train has gone)
   Verses (1 group sings the question, another sings the answer)
   What did she name him? Yes lord.
   (Mary) Named him Jesus, yes Lord
   Where was he born? Yes lord
   Born in a stable Yes Lord
   Where did Mary lay him? Yes Lord
   Laid him in a manger, yes Lord
   Chorus
   SOME LONGER SONGS
   Many Years Ago (Jingle Bells tune)
   (Original words in ‘Christmas Wrapped Up’ SU resource
   In brackets some suggested changes by Rev Don Hall)
   Many years ago, in a stable far away,
   Christ our Lord was born, what a joyful (happy) day!
   Singing filled the air, glory shone around,
   Shepherds on the hillside were astonished by this sound
   (Shepherds heard the in-vi-ta-tion sea-ted on the ground.)
   Chorus
   Have no fear! Have you heard?
   Christ is born today.
   Go and see Him lying there in a man-ger filled with hay-hey!
   Then the sky came alive, Angels everywhere,
   Singing hymns of joyful praise to God who sent them there.
   On to Bethlehem, in a most excited way,
   Shepherds went to see- Christ the Lord that day.
   When they saw Him there, they were filled with joy,
   On their knees they worshipped Him, God's special baby boy.
   Chorus
   Christmas is Coming
   Tune: Jingle Bell Rock
   Words: Rev Peter Cheyne
   Verse 1
   Christmas is coming, with presents and trees
   Baubles and tinsel, roast lamb and peas.
   But while we party and have lots of fun
   We will worship the holy One.
   Verse 2
   Jesus, the shepherds and kings got it right
   God came to us on that holy night
   We too will bow as we think of your birth
   Glad You came to earth.
   Verse 3
   You’re the Saviour and we love You
   We have no hope but You
   You died for all the people,
   And our sins You did take away
   Verse 4
   As we give Christmas gifts, our gift will be
   All that we have and are
   Lord, we will follow You, all of our lives
   We love You best of all.
   v.1 Instrumental
   v.2 Instrumental
   v.3
   v.4
   As we give Christmas gifts, our gift will be
   All that we have and are
   Lord, we will follow You, all of our lives
   You’re magnificent
   You’re so very cool
   We love You best of all.
   Hear the Bells (a New Zealand take on Jingle Bells)
   Tune: Jingle Bells
   Words: Gaynor McCartney
   Chorus : Hear the bells, hear the bells, calling us to pray
   oh what fun it is to come togeth'r on Christmas Day. oh!
   Hear the bells, hear the bells, calling us to pray
   oh what fun it is to have a gath-er-ing this way.
   Crashing through the bush in a banged up Holden ute,
   pigdogs in the back craving the pursuit.
   Mum wants pork to roast, and ham for Christmas lunch,
   crackers, coleslaw, 'matoes, and lettuce leaves to crunch.
   Sunscreen, hats and beach towels, picnics, volley ball,
   Splashing in the waves, playing in the sand,
   Barbeques with friends, fly repellant lamps,
   All are part of Chris'-mas here in Godzone land.
   Chorus
   God looks down and smiles, happy as can be
   watching us enjoy the things that he provides
   pohutukawa flowers, family and food
   weather warm and sunny, and great company.
   Spare a thought for those who can't enjoy the day -
   loved ones lost or illness spoil their festive thrill.
   Fairy lights don't sparkle, carols sound too gay
   We must help them realise that Jesus loves them still.
   Chorus
   Words copyright Gaynor McCartney, 2010. Permission is given to
   reproduce this material, with acknowledgement, for non-commercial use
   in a congregational or similar setting.
   CHRISTMAS RPM http://www.creativemin.com/product/347/christmasmusic#
   The Righteous Pop Music Christmas series, created by Mark Bradford,
   puts Christmas lyrics to hit pop songs. Fun for Christmas celebration
   services, performances and parties. Here is the list from Christmas 1
   album. Go to the website to listen to tracks. Easy to download MP3
   audio and lyric files.
   
   Parody Title
   Original Song
   Get this Season Started
   Get this Party Started
   I'm Gettin' Something Good
   I'm into Something Good
   Manger Zone
   Danger Zone
   Mary
   Sherry
   Sleeping on a Bed of Hay
   Sitting on the Dock of the Bay
   Wise Man
   Soul Man
   Time of the Season
   Time of the Season
   Born in Bethlehem
   Born in the USA
   I've Got to Hide These Gifts Away
   I've Got to Hide Your Love Away
   Gloria
   Gloria
   Jenny McCullough(Waitara) highly recommends this contemporary FUN
   resource of Christmas songs. Brett Walker (Taradale) thought the song
   ‘I’m getting something good’ would go really well with a couple of
   puppets. (Words printed below)
   I’m Gettin’ Something Good
   (Christian parody title for original song ‘I’m into something good’)
   Woke up this mornin’ feelin’ fine
   Got Christmas presents on my mind
   I’ve been good all year, like I knew I should, Whoa yeah
   Somethin’ tells me I’m gettin’ something good (echo)
   I made a long list, I’m not too shy
   of all kinds of things everyone can buy
   and passed it out to everyone in my neighborhood (echo)
   Somethin’ tells me I’m gettin’ something good (echo)
   But then I heard of the birth of Christ
   how He came down to give me eternal life
   Now I know about His love
   Now it’s the only gift that I’m dreamin’ of...(echo)
   Now every day He holds my hand
   I wanna spread the news all over the land
   How God gave the greatest gift anybody could (echo)……
   POEMS and ACTION RHYMES
   Be a Star
   (Hold up all five fingers, drop one as the cloud rolls by and so on)
   Five bright shining stars twinkling in the sky
   One of them was hidden as a cloud rolled by
   Four bright shining stars twinkling in the sky
   One of them put out its light as the moon rose high.
   Three bright shining stars twinkling in the sky
   One of them played hide and seek and vanished from the sky.
   Two bright shining stars twinkling in the sky
   One of them has gone to sleep and so must I
   So that leaves one bright shining star twinkling on and on
   The star the wise men followed till they found God’s son.
   Here are the sheep
   (From ‘More Christmas Wrapped Up’ SU book)
   Here are the sheep, asleep on the hill
   (left hand raised, fingers curled)
   Here are the shepherds, watching them still
   (wiggle the 2 longest fingers on the right hand)
   Bright shining angels came to bring the good news
   (wiggle all your fingertips quickly in the air)
   A baby is born for me and for you
   (rock baby action and point on me and you)
   Dear God, now it’s Christmas, with presents and fun
   (hands together, then spin hands in a circle)
   We thank you for the gift of your own precious Son
   (extend hands, rock baby action)
   Pohutukawa Tree
   (Make up actions)
   I am a Pohutukawa seed
   Plant me in the ground and water me
   Plenty of sunshine is what I need
   Then guess what you will see?
   Out will shoot a tiny twig
   And it will continue to grow so big
   Beautiful flowers of whero
   The native tree of Aotearoa.
   Pohutukawa tree, pohutukawa tree
   New Zealand’s Christmas tree
   You fill my heart with aroha
   The native tree of Aotearoa.
   MORE RESOURCES
   Christmas Finger plays and action rhymes for children – many telling
   parts of the First Christmas story
   http://www.theholidayzone.com/christmas/action.html
   Bible Rhymes and Songs plus crafts and activities to go with them.
   http://www.dltk-bible.com/poems-christmas.htm
   Copyright Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand ©2008
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