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   Sample Introduction #1:
   Abraham Lincoln’s second inaugural address was anchored in the
   president’s awareness of the Union citizens’ growing anxiety about the
   grave effects of the then warring Civil conflict and their
   anticipation for the restoration of the Union. In order to compel
   Northern citizens to continue supporting the Civil War as it will lead
   to greater national improvement, Lincoln transitions between inclusive
   pronouns to binary diction that reflects the separation of the Union
   as a result of Confederate insurgency; he also refers to God’s
   divinity that appeals to his white, Christian Americans’ moral duties
   as they fight a war that is repayment for the sins of slavery.
   Sample Body Paragraph #1:
   Lincoln begins his address with a candid attempt to establish the
   distinct time period in which his inauguration arrives. By the end of
   his first term and four years of war, Lincoln acknowledges that
   “public declarations have been constantly called forth […] The
   progress of our arms…is as well known to the public as to myself”
   (lines 7-11). Lincoln establishes that he has already been transparent
   with the country about the progress of the war, employing the
   collective pronoun “our arms” and communal identifies such as the
   “public”. Lincoln continues to use more inclusive language as he
   revisits the growing factionalism of the nation during his first
   inaugural address: “four years ago all thoughts were anxiously
   directed to an impending civil war. All dread it, all sought to avert
   it” (lines 17-19). Lincoln uses “all” several times within these two
   sentences to compel his Union citizens to distinguish the greater
   commune that resisted war. Quickly thereafter, the president
   transitions into “Both parties deprecated war, but one of them would
   make war rather than let the nation survive, and the other would
   accept war rather than let it perish” (lines 24-26). Here is the
   definitive transition in which Lincoln shifts between the language of
   “all” for a nation to two “parties”, then to “one” side versus the
   other – the Confederates versus the remaining Union. Lincoln eases his
   constituents into this binary language, an effective appeal to the
   Union citizens’ logical understanding of who is most to blame for the
   last four years of war. In effect, Lincoln provides clear validation
   for the Northern participation in the war, given the insurgency of the
   South.
   Student Samples:
   (1) In his Second Inaugural Address, Abraham Lincoln surprised his
   audience by not giving a speech regarding politics, but instead using
   harsh and then encouraging diction and biblical allusions to inspire
   Americans and show them that they need to continue to work for peace.
   Lincoln starts this speech with harsh diction while he talks about the
   past and about the war. He then works his way into encouraging
   diction, calling the nation to “strive on to finish the work [they]
   are in.” This shift from dark to light through the course of his
   speech works to reflect what the US has gone through during his time
   in office. This builds towards his purpose of inspiring America to
   work for peace through showing them a light at the end of the tunnel.
   (2) In Lincoln’s Second Inaugural address, he uses the comparison of
   the Confederation to the Union and upbeat diction to show that despite
   their struggles, America is now together again.
   One rhetorical strategy Lincoln uses is comparisons. Lincoln
   intentionally compares Confederate hopes and accomplishments to those
   of the Union. From lines 15 through 61, Lincoln chooses to word his
   comparisons in the past tense. Take for example lines 34-41 when
   Lincoln says, “Neither anticipated…the conflict itself should cease.”
   His words all end in past tense: “anticipated”, “looked”, “read”,
   “invoked”…each and every verb is in the past tense. President Lincoln
   intentionally used the words because they confirmed his work, he had
   ended the Civil War, and in doing so, he made American whole again.
   The comparison also serves to show the differences of the two
   governments to portray one as the tyrant and the other as the “good
   guy.” This comparison also appeals to ethos, to show what has been
   accomplished; pathos to appeal to the basic emotions of patriotism,
   anger, and hope; and lastly logos: the appeal to the “better side”.
   All of these are placed to reflect Lincoln’s purpose - to show that we
   are again whole.
   (3) During his Second Inaugural Address, Abraham Lincoln talked to the
   people of the Union about the Civil War. President Lincoln used
   disparaging diction to bring about a saddened tone and a juxtaposition
   of the two sides of the war in order to tell the people of the Union
   that although this war is long and bloody, they must persevere and see
   it to its end.
   President Lincoln used disparaging diction throughout this passage. He
   most clearly used this when reflecting back on the same day four years
   ago when he was giving his first inaugural address. Lincoln commented
   that “all thoughts were anxiously directed to an impending civil war.
   All dreaded it, all sought to avert it” (lines 17-19). Lincoln is
   using language here that speaks of the impossible situation the
   country faced. Lincoln is telling the Union that neither side wanted
   this conflict, both were desperately trying to stop the gears of war
   that had been put into motion. But neither side was able to, thus the
   wording brings with it an incomprehensible sadness of a country torn
   in half. Of brother fighting brother, neighbor fighting neighbor, of
   countless mothers screaming out for the lost sons that they will never
   get back. President Lincoln is acknowledging the tragedy of this even
   by using this disparaging diction, he is telling the Union that he
   knows the sacrifices it has made, but it also asking more, asking the
   sadness to continue and to “strive on the finish the work we are in”
   (line 72).
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