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                Core Practice: Stephen Biko and Black Consciousness
   World History Name: _______________________
   E. Napp Date: _______________________
     
   A Thought to Consider:
   There is an external form to oppression but also an internal form. In
   the external form, apartheid denied black South Africans the right to
   vote, to travel freely, and to work and live where they wanted. The
   segregation laws of apartheid harmed many Black South Africans. But
   there was also an internal form to this oppression. The affluence of
   white South Africans and the poverty of Black South Africans created
   images about race that lingered in the minds of South Africans. A
   martyr in the fight against apartheid both externally and internally,
   Stephen Biko (1946-1977) spoke against apartheid but also of the
   importance of building pride among Black South Africans and African
   cultures. As one of the founders of the Black Consciousness Movement,
   Biko encouraged Black South Africans to challenge apartheid and to
   reclaim pride in their histories and cultures. After his arrest in
   1977, Biko was savagely beaten by the police and died in police
   custody. However, the words of this great man continue to inspire
   people today.
   Historical Background:
   http://www-cs-students.stanford.edu/~cale/cs201/apartheid.hist.html
   “South Africa is a country blessed with an abundance of natural
   resources including fertile farmlands and unique mineral resources.
   South African mines are world leaders in the production of diamonds
   and gold as well as strategic metals such as platinum. The climate is
   mild, reportedly resembling the San Francisco bay area weather more
   than anywhere in the world.
   South Africa was colonized by the English and Dutch in the seventeenth
   century. English domination of the Dutch descendents (known as Boers
   or Afrikaners) resulted in the Dutch establishing the new colonies of
   Orange Free State and Transvaal. The discovery of diamonds in these
   lands around 1900 resulted in an English invasion which sparked the
   Boer War. Following independence from England, an uneasy power-sharing
   between the two groups held sway until the 1940's, when the Afrikaner
   National Party was able to gain a strong majority. Strategists in the
   National Party invented apartheid as a means to cement their control
   over the economic and social system. Initially, aim of the apartheid
   was to maintain white domination while extending racial separation.
   Starting in the 60's, a plan of ‘Grand Apartheid’ was executed,
   emphasizing territorial separation and police repression.
   With the enactment of apartheid laws in 1948, racial discrimination
   was institutionalized. Race laws touched every aspect of social life,
   including a prohibition of marriage between non-whites and whites, and
   the sanctioning of ‘white-only’ jobs. In 1950, the Population
   Registration Act required that all South Africans be racially
   classified into one of three categories: white, black (African), or
   colored (of mixed decent). The coloured category included major
   subgroups of Indians and Asians. Classification into these categories
   was based on appearance, social acceptance, and descent. For example,
   a white person was defined as ‘in appearance obviously a white person
   or generally accepted as a white person.’ A person could not be
   considered white if one of his or her parents were non-white. The
   determination that a person was ‘obviously white’ would take into
   account ‘his habits, education, and speech and deportment and
   demeanor.’ A black person would be of or accepted as a member of an
   African tribe or race, and a colored person is one that is not black
   or white. The Department of Home Affairs (a government bureau) was
   responsible for the classification of the citizenry. Non-compliance
   with the race laws were dealt with harshly. All blacks were required
   to carry ‘pass books’ containing fingerprints, photo and information
   on access to non-black areas.”
   Questions:
     1. 
       Why was South Africa particularly attractive to European
       imperialists?
   ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
     2. 
       Who conquered and colonized South Africa?
   ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
     3. 
       Why did the Dutch Boers (Afrikaners) establish the Orange Free
       State and Transvaal?
   ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
     4. 
       What sparked the Boer Wars?
   ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
     5. 
       Which groups shared power after independence from England?
   ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
     6. 
       Which party gained power in the 1940s and what policy did this
       party implement?
   ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
     7. 
       What was the initial aim of apartheid?
   ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
     8. 
       Describe the “Grand Apartheid” of the 1960s.
   ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
     9. 
       How did race laws touch every aspect of social life?
   ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
     10. 
       Describe the Population Registration Act of 1950.
   ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
     11. 
       What determined a person’s classification?
   ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
     12. 
       What happened if a person did not comply with the race laws?
   ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
     13. 
       What were passbooks and why were all black South Africans required
       to carry passbooks?
   ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
   In the Words of Stephen Biko:
   An excerpt from Frank Talk
   http://www.blackstate.com/sbiko1.html
   “Basically the South African white community is a homogeneous
   community. It is a community of people who sit to enjoy a privileged
   position that they do not deserve, are aware of this, and therefore
   spend their time trying to justify why they are doing so. Where
   differences in political opinion exist, they are in the process of
   trying to justify their position of privilege and their usurpation of
   power.
   With their theory of ‘separate freedoms for the various nations in the
   multinational state of South Africa’ the Nationalists have gone a long
   way towards giving most of white South Africa some sort of moral
   explanation for what is happening. Everyone is quite content to point
   out that these people -meaning the blacks -will be free when they are
   ready to run their own affairs in their own areas. What more could
   they possibly hope for?
   But these are not the people we are concerned with. We are concerned
   with that curious bunch of nonconformists who explain their
   participation in negative terms: that bunch of do-gooders that goes
   under all sorts of names -liberals, leftists etc. These are the people
   who argue that they are not responsible for white racism and the
   country's ‘inhumanity to the black man’. These are the people who
   claim that they too feel the oppression just as acutely as the blacks
   and therefore should be jointly involved in the black man's struggle
   for a place under the sun. In short, these are the people who say that
   they have black souls wrapped up in white skins.
   Questions:
   1. How does Stephen Biko describe the white community of South Africa?
   __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
   2. According to Stephen Biko, what does the Nationalist Party believe
   about when Black South Africans would gain their freedom?
   __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
   3. What group of people is Stephen Biko concerned with in this paper
   and how does he describe this group?
   __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
   “…A game at which the liberals have become masters is that of
   deliberate evasiveness. The question often comes up ‘what can I do?’
   If you ask him to do something like stopping to use segregated
   facilities or dropping out of varsity to work at menial jobs like all
   blacks or defying and denouncing all provisions that make him
   privileged, you always get the answer –‘but that's unrealistic!’.
   While this may be true, it only serves to illustrate the fact that no
   matter what a white man does, the colour of his skin -his passport to
   privilege -will always put him miles ahead of the black man. Thus in
   the ultimate analysis no white person can escape being part of the
   oppressor camp.
   ‘~here exists among men, because they are men, a solidarity through
   which each shares responsibility for every injustice and every wrong
   committed in the world, and especially for crimes that are committed
   in his presence or of which he cannot be ignorant.’
   This description of ‘metaphysical guilt’ explains adequately that
   white racism ‘is only possible because whites are indifferent to
   suffering and patient with cruelty’ meted out to the black man.
   Instead of involving themselves in an all-out attempt to stamp out
   racism from their white society, liberals waste lots of time trying to
   prove to as many blacks as they can find that they are liberal. This
   arises out of the false belief that we are faced with a black problem.
   There is nothing the matter with blacks. The problem is WHITE RACISM
   and it rests squarely on the laps of the white society. The sooner the
   liberals realise this, the better for us blacks. Their presence
   amongst us is irksome and of nuisance value. It removes the focus of
   attention from essentials and shifts it to ill-defined philosophical
   concepts that are both irrelevant to the black man and merely a red
   herring across the track. White liberals must leave blacks to take
   care of their own business while they concern themselves with the real
   evil in our society-white racism.
   Secondly, the black-white mixed circles are static circles with
   neither direction nor programme. The same questions are asked and the
   same naiveté exhibited in answering them. The real concern of the
   group is to keep the group going rather than being useful. In this
   sort of set-up one sees a perfect example of what oppression has done
   to the blacks. They have been made to feel inferior for so long that
   for them it is comforting to drink tea, wine or beer with whites who
   seem to treat them as equals. This serves to boost up their own ego to
   the extent of making them feel slightly superior to those blacks who
   do not get similar treatment from whites. These are the sort of blacks
   who are a danger to the community.
   Questions:
   4. How does Stephen Biko answer the question posed by white liberals
   (“What can I do?”) and how do white liberals respond to Biko’s answer?
   __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
   5. According to Stephen Biko, how do white liberals waste their time?
   __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
   6. According to Stephen Biko, what is the only problem?
   __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
   7. According to Stephen Biko, what must white liberals do and what
   must black South Africans do?
   __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
   8. According to Stephen Biko, what is the problem with black-white
   mixed circles?
   __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
   “Instead of directing themselves at their black brothers and looking
   at their common problems from a common platform they choose to sing
   out their lamentations to an apparently sympathetic audience that has
   become proficient in saying the chorus of ‘shame!’ These dull-witted,
   self-centered blacks are in the ultimate analysis as guilty of the
   arrest of progress as their white friends for it is from such groups
   that the theory of gradualism emanates and this is what keeps the
   blacks confused and always hoping that one day God will step down from
   heaven to solve their problems. It is people from such groups who keep
   on scanning the papers daily to detect any sign of the change they
   patiently await without working for. When Helen Suzman's majority is
   increased by a couple of thousands, this is regarded as a major
   milestone in the ‘inevitable change’. Nobody looks at the other side
   of the coin -the large-scale removals of Africans from the urban areas
   or the impending zoning of places like Grey Street in Durban and a
   myriad of other manifestations of change for the worse.
   Does this mean that I am against integration? If by integration you
   understand a breakthrough into white society by blacks, an
   assimilation and acceptance of blacks into an already established set
   of norms and code of behaviour set up by and maintained by whites,
   then YES I am against it. I am against the superior-inferior white-
   black stratification that makes the white a perpetual teacher and the
   black a perpetual pupil (and a poor one at that). I am against the
   intellectual arrogance of white people that makes them believe that
   white leadership is a sine qua non in this country and that whites are
   the divinely appointed pace-setters in progress. I am against the fact
   that a settler minority should impose an entire system of values on an
   indigenous people.
   If on the other hand by integration you mean there shall be free
   participation by all members of a society, catering for the full
   expression of the self in a freely changing society as determined by
   the will of the people, then I am with you. For one cannot escape the
   fact that the culture shared by the majority group in any given
   society must ultimately determine the broad direction taken by the
   joint culture of that society. This need not cramp the style of those
   who feel differently but on the whole, a country in Africa, in which
   the majority of the people are African, must inevitably exhibit
   African values and be truly African in style.
   …The liberal must understand that the days of the Noble Savage are
   gone; that the blacks do not need a go-between in this struggle for
   their own emancipation. No true liberal should feel any resentment at
   the growth of black consciousness. Rather, all true liberals should
   realise that the place for their fight for justice is within their
   white society. The liberals must realise that they themselves are
   oppressed if they are true liberals and therefore they must fight for
   their own freedom and not that of the nebulous "they" with whom they
   can hardly claim identification. The liberal must apply himself with
   absolute dedication to the idea of educating his white brothers that
   the history of the country may have to be rewritten at some stage and
   that we may live in "a country where colour will not serve to put a
   man in a box". The blacks have heard enough of this. In other words,
   the Liberal must serve as a lubricating material so that as we change
   gears in trying to find a better direction for South Africa, there
   should be no grinding noises of metal against metal but a free and
   easy flowing movement which will be characteristic of a
   well-looked-after vehicle.”
   Questions:
   9. According to Stephen Biko, what keeps “blacks confused and always
   hoping that one day God will step down from heaven to solve their
   problems”?
   __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
   10. What kind of “integration” is Stephen Biko against? Why?
   __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
   11. What kind of “integration” does Stephen Biko support? Why?
   __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
   12. According to Stephen Biko, what must white liberals realize?
   __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
   13. According to Stephen Biko, what must white liberals do?
   __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
   Enrichment Activities (To Be Completed on a Separate Piece of Paper):
     1. 
       Create a glossary for the article.
     2. 
       What was Stephen Biko’s thesis? Did Biko adequately prove his
       thesis? Demonstrate how Biko either proved his thesis or failed to
       prove his thesis.
     3. 
       Select one of the following quotes by Stephen Biko. Explain the
       significance of the quote in relation to the primary source and
       the Black Consciousness Movement.
   “Merely by describing yourself as black you have started on a road
   towards emancipation, you have committed yourself to fight against all
   forces that seek to use your blackness as a stamp that marks you out
   as a subservient being.”
   “The blacks are tired of standing at the touchlines to witness a game
   that they should be playing. They want to do things for themselves and
   all by themselves.”
   “Black Consciousness is an attitude of the mind and a way of life, the
   most positive call to emanate from the black world for a long time.
   Its essence is the realisation by the black man of the need to rally
   together with his brothers around the cause of their oppression - the
   blackness of their skin - and to operate as a group to rid themselves
   of the shackles that bind them to perpetual servitude.”
   “Even today, we are still accused of racism. This is a mistake. We
   know that all interracial groups in South Africa are relationships in
   which whites are superior, blacks inferior. So as a prelude whites
   must be made to realize that they are only human, not superior. Same
   with blacks. They must be made to realize that they are also human,
   not inferior.”
   “The basic tenet of black consciousness is that the black man must
   reject all value systems that seek to make him a foreigner in the
   country of his birth and reduce his basic human dignity.”
   “Tradition has it that whenever a group of people has tasted the
   lovely fruits of wealth, security and prestige it begins to find it
   more comfortable to believe in the obvious lie and accept that it
   alone is entitled to privilege.”
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