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                The “Chemistry Is All Around Network” Project
   Maria Maddalena Carnasciali , Laura Ricco
   Department of Chemistry and Industrial Chemistry – Via Dodecaneso, 31
   – 16146 Genoa - ITALY
   E-mail: [email protected]
   The “Chemistry is All Around Network” is a three years project funded
   in the framework of the Lifelong Learning Programme – Comenius sub
   programme – Networks Action, aiming at stimulating the interest of
   students towards the study of Chemistry.
   The identified background of the project idea relies on the evidence
   of common needs within the eleven countries involved and in Europe in
   general, related to the insufficient diffusion of scientific culture
   and awareness, that starting from the school level (primary and
   secondary education) affects all levels of educational and training
   systems and therefore citizens in general.
   Among the scientific fields, Chemistry is identified as an exemplary
   Case Study as it is recognised as one of the most difficult subjects,
   as evidenced by the results of the former project “Chemistry Is All
   Around Us”1, ended in march 2011, dedicated to enhance the lifelong
   learning of scientific subjects in Europe.
   The specific aims of the Chemistry is All Around Network are:
   - Enhance the interest for chemistry, by sharing the most effective
   strategies for learning and teaching this subject.
   - Present chemistry under a renewed and positive attitude, by giving
   evidence to how it affects everyday life and how it can contribute to
   the explanation of many everyday phenomena.
   - Improve science teaching methodologies through the cooperation
   between teachers and experts.
   - Create a Network among educational institutions for the exchange and
   comparison of experiences in order to fill in the gap between the
   world of scientists and school teachers.
   The project involves thirteen partners from eleven different
   countries, sharing experiences and information in the common effort of
   promoting the learning of chemistry. It is based on the collaboration
   of school teachers, scientific experts and university researchers and
   foresees different activities in order to fulfill the above aims.
   Research activities, collection of teaching resources, organization of
   national and transnational meetings, organization of international
   conferences will be carried out according with the three area of
   interest of the project: 1. student’s motivation; 2. teacher’s
   training; 3. successful experiences and good practices.
   1. Ricco L., Carnasciali M.M, Borsese A., Alloisio M., Cardinale A.M.,
   Parrachino I. CnS La Chimica nella Scuola, 2011, vol.3, pp.179-184
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