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                Session 92 of the XIV International Economic History
   Congress in Helsinki
   The Informatic monitoring of the Regular Clergy’s economic presence in
   the early modern Europe and American continent through the national
   enquiries
   Organizer
   Prof Fiorenzo Landi
   Professore di storia economica
   Dipartimento di Discipline storiche
   Piazza S. Giovanni in Monte 2
   40124 BOLOGNA (Italia)
   At the beginning of the modern age, a network of 40.000 abbeys,
   monasteries and convents, organized in Orders and Congregations,
   covered all over the catholic Europe, from Portugal to Russia, from
   Sicily to Finland.
   An estate of five million tillable hectares, hundreds of thousands
   urban or rural buildings, and moreover imposing financial resources,
   allowed to Regulars to be one of the mean protagonists in the economic
   landscape.
   A common language, as the Latin, a continuous circulating of human and
   financial resources, a real homogeneousness about the bookkeeping
   system and the management of the richness, furnished to the Regulars
   the opportunity to flank to their economic power an important social
   and cultural presence too.
   The delegation for significant functions of cultural promulgation and
   defence, but also social, charitable, and educative, permitted to
   Regulars to be a fundamental element of the power balance in the
   pre-industrial Europe.
   The ways of accumulation of their estates were as similar as the ways
   of dissolutions of the same by confiscations.
   From the confiscations during the protestant reform in the
   middle-northen Europe to the ones in the illuminist age, from the ones
   during Napoleonic period to the ones made by the liberal governments
   in XIX century, we can always find the same manner. A preliminary
   inquiry singled out the movable and immovable properties, with the
   relatives revenues, and than a forfeiture was ordered.
   The national inquiries about the estates of Regular Clergy, to proceed
   for a confiscation, are an important and homogeneous source to study
   all the European network of abbeys, monasteries and convents. But this
   source is difficult to analyse because it’s systematic. Everyone of
   these censuses contain hundreds of thousands quantitative data,
   relatives to thousand of monasteries, often with great estates and
   every kind revenues. So we have the necessity to a particular
   macroeconomic approach, with a cartographical feature that allows to
   individuate immediately some comparative elements inside the networks
   of the settlements: placement of institutions in the territory, power
   relation between Orders and Congregations, economic importance about
   the composition of the monastic family, and about the incomes and the
   expenses of each convent or abbey, chronology of the settlements, etc.
   The Geographical Information System.
   In the European historiographical tradition many cartographical works
   was produced about the economic importance of the Regulars. Generally,
   these studies are handmade atlases that have two mean characteristics:
   from a side there was the ambition to represent all the real potential
   of the inquiries, covering ample lands (regions or nations), and from
   the other side, the large number of statistical data has permitted to
   complete only in part the starting program. It’s the case of Poland
   and Itaiy, two areas where the presence of the Regular Ciergy during
   the modem age amounted to thousands and thousands of settlements.
   Today, the availability of informatical techniques, than can do the
   most difficult work of mapsdesign, allows to us to do “only” the
   searching and the first examine of the statistical data, and the
   choise of the graphical project to realize. Moreover, in these cases,
   we generally start from a preconstituted data base, often improved in
   function of this use. So, we can obtain immediately very important
   results from the research, without a long and complicated preparing
   work.
   The proposal of a session to the International Economic History
   Congress in Helsinki, dedicated to the comparison and the elaboration
   of a common application of these informatical techniques to consider
   the presence of the Regular Clergy in the modern age can be a very
   interesting study, because it allows to unify, in the European
   landscape, a search prospective really characterized by its
   continental size, and its homogeneousness.
   Who thinks that the historical research, with complex data, needs of a
   cartographical approach, who is interested to the globalization of the
   Regulars in the Europe or in the World, who in concerned to examine
   the macroeconomic level in agricultural history, in financial history,
   and in the history of the managerial ways of the pre-industrial
   economy is mvited to assent to the proposal.
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