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                Aim #2: Was absolutism in France a success or a failure?
   Louis XIV (14th) and Cardinal Mazarin: (1643 – 1715)
   I n 1643, following the deaths of Cardinal Richelieu and Louis
   XIII, the king’s son became the 3rd third Bourbon monarch to rule
   France. This new monarch was a five-year old boy named Louis XIV who
   would rule France until his death 72 years later. Because of his
   famous 72-year reign, Louis XIV is recognized as the most powerful and
   most famous Bourbon monarch ever. Due to his young age, Louis was
   unable to rule France right away. Cardinal Mazarin, the Chief
   Administer, assumed the responsibility of ruling France up until his
   death in 1661. In 1661 the now 23-year old Louis XIV announced that he
   would rule his own government. He claimed that he was given the divine
   right by god to rule France and named himself the “Sun King”, for he
   was the light that shines upon France. Louis XIV is quoted with
   saying, “Just as the sun stands at the center of the solar system, so
   the Sun King stands at the center of France.” Louis XIV epitomized
   what an absolute monarch is supposed to be, and he was not afraid to
   let people know about his power as he often repeated the phrase
   “L’etat, c’est moi” – “I am the state.”
     1. 
       Who was the third Bourbon Monarch, how long did he rule France
       (include the dates), and who was his chief administer?
     2. 
       What did Louis XIV call himself, and what was the idea behind the
       name?
   Palace of Versailles:
   For protection from a possible civilian uprising, Louis XIV decided to
   live outside of the capital of France (Paris) where the bulk of the
   French population lived. Louis moved his government to Versailles (12
   miles outside of Paris), where he would construct the Palace of
   Versailles. No expense was spared when building this palace, as it
   became the symbol of Louis XIV and French absolutism. Not only was the
   palace absolutely beautiful, it was home to nearly 10,000 people.
   Nearly all of the people that lived in Versailles were nobles. Instead
   of using nobles for government service, Louis used them to wait on him
   hand and foot. Although the nobles would normally be angry at their
   power being limited, they remained happy because Louis provided them
   with a beautiful home, protection, and a huge tax break. As you will
   see, this tax break would lead to a bigger problem in years to come.
     3. 
       What is the name of Louis XIV’s home and why did he build it where
       he did?
     4. 
       Explain in detail how Louis XIV kept the French nobles happy after
       he took away all of their power.
   Louis XIV’s Successes:
   Louis XIV had a lot of great accomplishments during his 72-year reign.
   He turned France’s army into the strongest in Europe, which would help
   him effectively deal with conflicts both foreign and domestic. He was
   able to win several wars against the Dutch, although he ultimately
   lost the War of Spanish Succession to an alliance of England, the
   Netherlands, Austria and Prussia. Louis XIV also created much wealth
   for France by strengthening its economy through the promotion of trade
   and industry. With his economic advisor Jean-Baptiste Colbert, he
   followed an economic policy known as mercantilism. This was an
   economic theory stating that a country’s power and wealth were based
   on how much gold and silver it had. To keep gold and silver in the
   country, Louis and Colbert created a favorable balance of trade, which
   involved exporting (selling) more goods to other countries than they
   imported (bought) from them.
   Tariffs (taxes on foreign goods) were created to keep imports out, and
   colonies in America and Canada (New France) were established to
   provide raw materials and serve as markets for French goods. This
   system provided Louis with a tremendous amount of revenue.
     5. 
       Describe the system of mercantilism established under Louis XIV
       and Jean-Baptiste Colbert.
   Louis XIV’s Failures:
   Louis XIV’s 1st failure was his unfair tax system. While Louis XIV was
   creating wealth for France, he was trying to create wealth for himself
   and the French nobles. He did this by not taxing the nobles and church
   officials (clergy) and heavily taxing the French peasants. This unjust
   tax system would remain in place until 1789 when it became one of the
   leading causes of the French Revolution. A 2nd failure of Louis XIV
   was his religious beliefs. In an effort to make his power absolute,
   Louis had already limited the nobles power, but had not yet limited
   the power of the Huguenots (French Protestants). Like many of his
   predecessors, Louis XIV was a devout Catholic who wanted to crush the
   Protestant faith wherever it may be. In 1685 Louis XIV repealed the
   Edict of Nantes, which granted Huguenots religious freedom and the
   right to fortify their towns. Louis XIV also made it a law that
   Huguenots could no longer practice their religion and their children
   had to become Catholics. The result of this was the emigration of
   200,000 Huguenots to other European countries. As these Huguenots
   left, so did the wealth that they created. These Huguenots were very
   active in trade and commerce, and were a huge part of the prosperous
   French economy. This loss of economic activity destroyed the French
   economy and the country’s wealth.
     6. 
       What were Louis XIV’s biggest failures (describe at least two)?
   Louis XIV’s Legacy:
   During the reign of Louis XIV, France enjoyed one of its most
   brilliant time periods, but towards the end of Louis XIV’s reign
   France’s brilliance began to come unraveled in a number of ways. The
   tax system Louis XIV created led to an extreme class conflict due the
   heavy tax burden it placed on the lower class. The economy was also on
   the decline because of the emigration of the Huguenots to other
   countries. This economic decline was destroying the wealth of France.
   This left France with little money to invest in French culture and the
   French Army. Louis’ many wars and his excessive spending on Versailles
   depleted French wealth even further, leaving France in financial
   ruins, and it created extreme opposition by the French people towards
   Louis XIV. When Louis XIV died in 1715, he bequeathed his declining
   empire to his grandson Louis XV who could never make France as great
   as it once was under Louis XIV. As you will see in Social Studies 10,
   Louis XIV laid the seeds of the French Revolution, which would come 74
   years later and change the entire world.
     7. 
       Ultimately, should absolutism be considered a success or a failure
       in France? Why? Write a paragraph, and support your argument with
       three specific reasons.
   2
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