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                Why Speed the Light?
   Speed the Light is the best investment a student can make in the
   Kingdom of God.
   What is Speed the Light, and why should I care?
   Speed the Light is student-initiated ministry with the purpose to
   accelerate the pace at which the gospel is spread to a world in
   darkness.
   This is accomplished by providing transportation and communications
   equipment to missionaries across the nation and in over 180 countries
   around the world.
   STL had its humble beginnings in 1944 when Ralph Harris (then the head
   of the National Youth Department), prayed for a way to give Assemblies
   of God students the opportunity to help missionaries in their work.
   Today, STL is one of the most effective missions programs in the
   church world. Assemblies of God students have accepted a great
   responsibility to voluntarily raise funds to purchase the equipment.
   Since its inception, STL has raised a total of over $300 million for
   missionary equipment around the world.
   Speed the Light has one guiding principle: All assistance must go to
   purchase equipment directly related to getting out the message of
   Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection.
   It is the hammer that drives the nail of world missions. You are truly
   one of the most valuable team members in our world mission’s team!
   Without you, the largest world mission’s organization would come to a
   grinding halt.
   About 70% of missionary work could not be done without Speed the
   Light!
   We are currently sending more missionaries to the mission field than
   at any other time in our history.
   I believe that the Lord of the harvest is sending out missionaries at
   a fast pace because the need is so desperate. I hope that tonight, if
   we’re not currently giving to STL, we can make a choice with our money
   to invest in people around the world. If we already are, maybe the
   Lord would challenge us to increase what we are doing, have faith in
   His voice, and watch Him come through for us as lives are changed.
   So why should we give to Speed the Light?
   1. STL fulfills the purpose of Jesus.
   1 John 3:8 - “He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the
   devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God
   appeared was to destroy the devil’s work.”
   It destroys the work of Satan. We forget that the devil has a work
   too. However, his “work” is about tearing down and burning up. He is
   about destroying lives and ruining them forever. That is his mission.
   It’s hard to comprehend that kind of evil, but it’s very real. Unlike
   God, though, he has to rely on demons, his evil angels, to do the
   work. He can’t be everywhere at once like the Lord can. But the enemy
   of our soul makes sure that we are regularly tempted to let go of God
   and trust ourselves.
   He wants people to be deceived about many things. One of those
   deceptions is the belief that we can get ourselves into heaven. He
   wants us to believe that if we work hard enough, that if we follow the
   rules, and do enough good things that we will “earn” our way into
   paradise or a higher plain of living. All the world’s religions,
   except Christianity, believe this. In Christianity, we recognize that
   believing Jesus is the only way to have eternal life. When people in
   America and around the world hear this message for maybe the first
   time, it destroys the work of Satan. It ruins his plans. People
   realize that Jesus already did the hard work. All we have to do is
   believe it and ask for His help. The message delivered through STL
   destroys Satan’s work.
   It builds the work of God. Where Satan specializes in tearing down,
   God is all about building up.
   Lives are forever changed when they come in contact with the truth of
   the message that Jesus saves.
   And the Gospel knows no limits, spiritually or physically. It can
   penetrate the hardest heart, sober up an alcoholic, deliver the
   addict, and bring healing to the abused. There is no continent,
   country, city, or street corner that will not be covered with the
   gospel. There are no geographical boundaries to people hearing the
   message. And a big part of that is due to the ministry of Speed the
   Light.
   Here is a testimony from a foreign missionary from the country of
   Bangladesh whose vehicle purchased by Speed the Light has given them
   access to places many would believe unreachable.
   “Bangladesh is a tiny nation tucked away in Southern Asia known for
   it’s over population, flooding, and poverty. During extreme flooding
   we have driven our STL vehicle as a “boat” through the flooded streets
   of Dhaka with water almost coming in the doors. Our STL “monster
   truck” covered in mud has brought us through tiny roads in villages to
   dedicate a new church. Our STL “moving van” has transported STL
   generators, STL sound systems, and STL video projectors to be used all
   throughout
   Bangladesh. Our STL “tour bus” and “taxi” has brought teams to present
   God’s love through drama and music to the youth of Bangladesh.”
   The work of God has no limits, and it will continue to be built
   through Speed the Light.
   2. STL gives people a chance to believe.
   John 3:17-18 - “For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn
   the world, but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him
   is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned
   already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only
   Son.”
   All we can do is give them a chance. If we asked 50 students in our
   school their opinion of God, we would probably get a lot of responses
   that God was someone who couldn’t be pleased, who almost takes
   pleasure in condemning people to hell. But when we read John 3:17, we
   see that Jesus’ whole purpose for coming to earth was to save us, not
   condemn us.
   That’s a message people must hear. And it’s hard to believe that there
   could be people on this earth who haven’t heard about Jesus, since the
   message is so available in America. However, the truth is that there
   are hundreds of millions of people who have not even had a chance to
   hear that Jesus came to save them, not condemn them.
   Sometimes, missionaries talk about “The 10/40 Window.” This is an area
   10-40 degrees north of the equator, stretching northern Africa and
   Asia, encompassing three of the world’s largest religions:
   Islam, Buddhism, and Hinduism. Here’s how serious the need is in the
   10/40 window. Over one half of the world’s population (more than 3.2
   billion people) lives in the 10/40 Window. Ninety-five percent of the
   people living in this area are not Christians. In fact, many have
   never heard the Gospel message even once. Eighty-five percent of those
   living in the 10/40 window are the poorest of the world’s poor.
   Let’s give them the best chance possible. More than just a
   half-hearted effort, Speed the Light can provide the greatest chance
   for them to hear and receive the message of life. It provides vehicles
   to get the missionaries there, sound systems so that the message can
   be proclaimed to large groups of people, and video projectors so that
   the message can be displayed to large audiences.
   More than just a chance, we want to give them the greatest opportunity
   possible. We want the gospel to be presented accurately and
   powerfully, so that eternal decisions can be made for the sake of
   Christ. Be assured that when you invest in Speed the Light, people in
   the darkest corners of America and around the world are going to be
   given the best opportunity possible to hear about Jesus Christ.
   This is what it’s all about.
   3. STL is something I can do right now
   Ecclesiastes 9:10 - “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all
   your might, for in the grave, where you are going, there is neither
   working nor planning nor knowledge nor wisdom.”
   It is really possible for us to change a life right now. The great
   thing about Speed the Light is that it allows us to do something right
   now with all our might to reach people. We don’t have to wait until we
   have a degree or learn a foreign language. We can financially invest
   in STL tonight and immediately give missionaries the tools they need
   to broadcast the message of Jesus. And even though it gets said a lot,
   one person really can make a difference.
   A girl named Jaymee from Muskogee, Oklahoma attended a Speed the Light
   service with her youth ministry. She had always been a big help with
   fundraisers in the past, but this year God had a bigger plan for her.
   Shortly after the service, Jaymee believed that God wanted her to give
   the entire amount that she had been saving to get a car. This was a
   huge sacrifice for her. She comes from a single-parent, low-income
   family. Obediently, Jaymee gave all $1,000 she had saved without
   telling anyone at her church. Around the same time, her pastor was led
   by the Spirit to do something nice for Jaymee. Though she had never
   had a father, Jaymee was a big part of what happened at the church. He
   spoke to a number of people in the church about the need and
   collectively, without realizing what Jaymee had done, bought and
   presented her with a car that she could use.
   Jesus meets our needs so we are able to rise above our own world and
   impact others. As we just walk with Jesus and hear His voice, He will
   instruct us on what to do and take care of us in the process. No
   matter how great the challenge seems in man’s eyes, God is bigger than
   the challenge.
   All that is required is provided by the Lord. That’s the best part of
   all. We’re not out there on our own, but He has given us what we need
   to do the job of reaching our world.
   2 Peter 1:3-4 - “His divine power has given us everything we need for
   life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his
   own glory and goodness. Through these he has given us his very great
   and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the
   divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil
   desires.”
   According to these verses, He gives us His power, His knowledge, His
   calling, His promise, and even His nature so that we can accomplish
   the task. That’s great to have at our disposal.
   CLOSING CHALLENGE:
   If not me, who? If not here, then where? If not this, what? If not
   now, when? Jesus is here to meet the need or pressure you are facing
   today in your life and in their lives. Although the concerns are
   vastly different the solution is the same, it is Jesus.
   The question is will I participate?
   ALTAR RESPONSE:
   Come and let the Lord touch your life so that you can impact others.
   Who needs His touch? Does anyone need salvation? Who needs a personal
   touch from Jesus?
   Who is ready to renew your personal commitment to Speed the Light
   ministry?
   
   Thank you very much for our Speed the Light bicycles! We are now able
   to get around the city of Lyon, France, quickly and
   conveniently--actually faster than a car. We can also go to places we
   couldn't reach using public transportation. The bicycles that you
   purchased will help us get to the church plants, outreach events, and
   anywhere we need to go to share the gospel with those who have never
   heard. Thank you again for your dedication to see Jesus Christ made
   know throughout the world.
   Your missionaries to France,
   Ed, Kirsten, Rebecca, Jeanne, and Jonathan Buck
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