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                22nd June 2011
   PROJECT AFTER TRACES OF TOTALITY
   -Marie Zdubová
   
   On 24th May 2011 we visited Mrs Maria Zdubová on behalf of the “Traces
   of Totality“ project. We met at 4 p.m. at the U Zdubů sweet shop. The
   weather turned out really nice. For a while we waited inside the
   sweet-shop before we noticed Mrs Zdubová, who sat us in the back part.
   She offered us something to drink and in the meanwhile her son
   arrived. When we sat down she started talking about the history of her
   family and the house we were in.
   We found out that Mrs Zdubová’s dad had 8 siblings, he was a renowned
   and well liked butcher and therefore, today’s sweet-shop U Zdubů was a
   butcher shop U Jerabka (what remains of the butcher shop is right next
   to today’s sweet shop.)
   During totality the secret police did surveillance on them and they
   forbade Mr Jeřábek his butcher activity, they took his house and all
   grounds, but allowed them to live in the confiscated house for some
   money. That is why Mr Jeřábek needed to go to the registry office. He
   got employed in Krovi in the sawmill. Other workers did not like him
   and told him “You won’t eat up our money here!” and they pushed him of
   a 4 meter height. Mr Jeřábek suffered a serious spinal injury and was
   mutilated for the rest of his life. That is when Mrs Zdubová, with
   whom we are having a conversation with now, was born.
   The house became a pork butcher shop and later a delicatessen. Despite
   Mr Jeřábek’s injury, the secret police did not leave them alone and
   kept checking whether they are stealing from the shop. For example,
   sometimes strangers would come to them, saying their car broke down
   and they are very hungry, whether they would give them some bread and
   they were checking whether the light came on down at the shop. Or
   neighbours came almost every day to borrow one egg (Mrs Zdubová
   smiled).
   Her siblings had trouble studying so we asked her how it was for her.
   Mrs Zdubová replied that her teacher tried dissuading her best friend
   from ending their friendship. Or that her teacher persuaded her that
   “With all those A’s I won’t be able to give you a worse grade than an
   A.” (laughter).
   We also asked Mrs Zdubová about her father and she started crying when
   remembering him because she was “daddy’s girl” and she loved her
   father dearly. Together with her son she showed us some documents and
   curriculum vitae that her father, Mr Jeřábek, wrote before he died.
   She told us how after the Velvet Revolution she got her birth house
   back and how difficult it was for her to settle in the city she grew
   up in and to found a shop. We think it was most difficult to repair an
   almost tumbled house (even today some parts of the house are not
   repaired).
   Mrs Zdubová showed us a marble desk (hanging in the U Zdubů
   sweet-shop) with the history of the house and also black and white
   photographs that hung in the U Jeřábků butcher shop and showed how it
   used to look.
   Her speech took an hour and twelve minutes and when she told us we
   will slowly have to go she gave us an ice-cream. Mrs Zdubová was very
   nice and kind and luckily for us, she spoke of her own accord. Since
   technology failed us right at the beginning, the video recording did
   not work. On the next meeting that we plan with Mrs Marie Zdubová
   around 27th-30th June 2011 we will use a different camera and we will
   record more thoroughly.
   .
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