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   Dear Friends of Jesus Christ,
   Martin Luther, the man who led the Reformation against the abuses of
   the Roman Catholic Church 500 years ago, once said that there are
   three conversions in the Christian life: the conversion of the mind,
   the conversion of the heart, and the conversion of the pocketbook. Why
   would he say that? Jesus – if you break down his teaching – the number
   one topic that he keeps going back to is the kingdom of God. The
   number two topic is money. I read somewhere that 11 of his 39 parables
   are about money and one out of every seven verses in the gospel of
   Luke is about money. Why is this so? Why does he keep going back to
   this topic? I mean it’s just money and yet he feels the need to go
   back to it again and again and again. Why?
   The Lord of your everyday life is the Lord of all the things we’ve
   talked about the last seven weeks. And he’s also the Lord of your
   money. I have a couple points of introduction about money. First, what
   are our issues with money? Our issues are worry, greed, heart
   attachment, lack of generosity, and general brokenness (not having
   enough to pay the bills for whatever reason). Our biggest issue, which
   is an overarching issue, is the word “my” or the word “your”.
   Second point of introduction: Two weeks ago we talked about how Christ
   is the Lord of our stuff. I thought about including money in that
   sermon, but I didn’t because money is different than stuff. How is it
   different? Money is not just currency that can purchase stuff. Money
   is deeper than that. Money is about power and security and freedom.
   Money can buy you stuff. It also buys you a sense of power and
   security and freedom. With money you have the power to get other
   people to do things for you. Adam Gaus mowed my lawn the other day. I
   gave him money to do it. That’s power. Parents have a certain power
   over their children because they have the money that will buy what the
   kids want and need. Money can also buy you influence with influential
   people such as politicians. That’s power. Rich kids with poor grades
   go to college because of the power of money. Poor kids with bad grades
   usually do not go to college because there’s no money. Money is about
   power.
   Money is also about security. Tim Keller, a pastor in Manhattan, wrote
   about a couple he was counseling about money. The husband complained
   that his wife was spending a lot of money buying things that kept up
   her image. The husband wanted to save more of their money. They talked
   with Tim Keller about this for a while and then Keller pointed out
   that while the wife was using money to buy an image and to buy social
   acceptance, the husband was using money to buy something else:
   security. By saving more and more, in his heart he was trying to buy
   security. I grimace when I hear Christians talk about being
   financially independent and financially secure. Is saving a good
   thing? Yes, Proverbs says so. But what would Jesus say about people
   seeking financially independence and financial security? Think about
   that. And is it even possible to be financially secure?
   Money also buys freedom. This is related to power. Money buys the
   freedom to not have to work. It buys the freedom to travel. It buys
   the freedom to get up every day and say, “what do I want to do today?”
   instead of “what do I have to do today?” Money buys a certain worldly
   freedom. So that is how money is different than stuff: It buys power
   and security and freedom. I would bet that the majority of people who
   want money do not want it in order to get stuff. They want it in order
   to buy power and security and freedom.
   So that’s our introduction. Now for my three main points. The first is
   stewardship. Having money, no matter the amount, is about stewardship.
   The word stewardship by definition implies that you are not the owner.
   If you are a steward, you are the manager, the caretaker of someone
   else’s assets. So we are stewards. We are managers. And what are the
   owner’s instructions to us managers. How does he instruct us to manage
   his money. I would say he calls us to do at least four things: Give it
   away, buy necessities, buy things that are enjoyed (Eccl 5), and save
   it (Prov 21:20). That’s stewardship. Give money away, buy necessities,
   buy pleasure, and save some. I think most of us do pretty well with
   the middle two. It’s the giving and the saving that is the problem. We
   struggle to save because for various reasons it just seems like
   there’s no money left over to save or because we struggle to know the
   difference between saving and hording. We struggle to give for reasons
   I will go into later.
   God calls us to be wise stewards of his money: Giving his money,
   buying necessities with his money, buying pleasure with his money,
   saving his money. Stewardship is the first word. Trust is the second
   word. What does it mean to trust in relation to money? It means that
   you trust God; not money. It means you trust that God will provide for
   you. It means you stop worrying about money. It means you repeat
   Philippians 4:19 again and again and again until you believe it. “My
   God will provide for all of your needs according to his riches in
   Christ Jesus.” To trust God means all of these things and it means
   that God supernaturally increases your faith so that you believe, you
   trust that he is your provider.
   The Lord of your everyday life is the Lord of all money. That means
   stewardship and trust. Now I want to talk about tithing, which is part
   of stewardship. A tithe by definition is 1/10th or 10 per cent. In the
   Old Testament God called his people to bring at least a tenth of their
   farm income to the temple in worship. In 2nd Chronicles 31 we read of
   Hezekiah led the people back to the tithe and how the people of Israel
   were blessed in the process. 250 years after Hezekiah died, the
   prophet Malachi comes on the scene and says, “You are robbing God. You
   are robbing him of the tithe that is rightfully his. He says, “Bring
   the whole tithe into the storehouse. Test me in this. See if I will
   not pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for
   it.” And then in the New Testament – in Matthew 23:23 Jesus affirms
   the tithe. He says to the Pharisees, “You are tithing, but you are not
   practicing justice and mercy. You need to do both.”
   What about today? What do God’s people give back to him today?
   According to 2007 statistics, Christians in the world give 2.3% of
   God’s money back to God; not even a quarter of a tithe and according
   to 2004 statistics, American Christians give 2.5% of God’s money back
   to God (stats from generousgiving.org). Among American Christians,
   those who give away the highest percentage are the rich and the poor.
   The middle class give the least. And then I discovered this: American
   Christians gave away a higher percentage of God’s money during the
   Great Depression in 1933 (3.3%) than at the height of prosperity in
   2004 (2.5%).
   What this means is that God is being robbed today just like in
   Malachi’s day. For those who say that tithing is an archaic Old
   Testament teaching that is not applicable for New Testament
   Christians, I say this: Number one, the Old Testament is not archaic.
   It is the Word of God for yesterday, today, and tomorrow. It is never
   to be quickly dismissed. Whatever is written in the Old Testament
   needs to be at least wrestled with in terms of “what does this mean
   for today?” Number two, Jesus affirms tithing in the New Testament. He
   tells the Pharisees, “Give your tithe and give mercy and justice.”
   Number three, even if the critics of the tithe are right; even if the
   tithe is not mandated for New Testament Christians; something else is
   mandated: Generosity is mandated in 2 Corinthians 8-9 and I cannot
   imagine that generosity in the New Testament era where we’ve been
   given Christ and the Holy Spirit would be less than the generosity of
   a tithe in the Old Testament era. I can’t imagine that generosity
   would be less today than during the days of the Israelites. If
   anything the New Testament does this: It transforms all service and
   giving, including tithing from being an obligation under the law to
   being a privilege under grace. Tithing today is a cheerful, joyful
   privilege under grace. It is generosity in the context of God’s
   generosity.
   Some say that there is no money in their budget to tithe back to God.
   Once all the bills are paid, there’s no money left! 2 Chronicles 31:5
   shows us that the Israelites tithed the firstfruits of their harvest.
   They did wait until the end of the harvest after all of their other
   expenses to see of there was any left for God. They gave the first of
   the harvest and trusted God to provide for everything else. And he
   did.
   In the family I grew up in, we lived paycheck to paycheck. I watched
   for 20 years as my parents joyfully tithed and continued to live
   paycheck to paycheck. They did not get rich because of their tithing,
   but every need was covered. Today, they are blessed in more ways than
   I could say (not just financially). I grew up with tithing. My dad had
   me tithe on my newspaper route. I have to remind myself that perhaps
   it’s easier for me to tithe than it is for others because I grew up
   with it. It’s a part of my spiritual DNA. Some of you did not grow up
   with a model of tithing. Perhaps it seems like a radical leap to give
   back to God 10 per cent of the income he gives you. Perhaps it seems
   like a stretch your budget will not survive. Try it for a year and see
   what happens. Try it for 6 months and see what happens. See what God
   does. God says through Malachi: “Test me in this! Test me!” God wants
   to see your trust and He wants to bless your trust and He wants to
   increase your trust. Tithing: It’s about stewardship. It’s about
   trust. It’s about firstfruits. It’s about generosity. It’s about the
   Lord truly being the Lord of your everyday life.
   Jeff Downing is going to come up here now and finish this sermon by
   sharing a personal testimony.
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