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                Characters of The Odyssey
   His family and servants:
   Odysseus: The protagonist of the Odyssey. Husband of Queen Penelope.
   Father of Telemachus. Strong and courageous warrior, a Greek hero at
   Troy, who is struggling to return home to Ithaca. He is a favorite of
   the goddess Athena, who helps him on his journey. He is a bitter enemy
   of the god Poseidon, who tries to keep him from getting home.
   Telemachus: Son of Odysseus. He was an infant when Odysseus left for
   the Trojan War, and he is about 20 years old at the beginning of the
   Odyssey.
   Penelope: Wife of Odysseus and mother of Telemachus. Has many suitors
   trying to get her to marry them. Her husband went to fight in the
   Trojan War and has been gone for 20 years.
   Laertes: Odysseus’ father. He regains his spirit when Odysseus returns
   to Ithaca and kills Antinous’ father.
   Anticleia: Odysseus’ dead mother, who he visits when he goes to the
   Underworld.
   Eumaeus: Loyal shepherd who helps Odysseus reclaim his throne after he
   returns to Ithaca. He gives Odysseus shelter, even though he does not
   know it is Odysseus.
   Eurycleia: The old, loyal servant who nursed Odysseus and Telemachus
   when they were babies. She is a confidante to her masters. She is the
   first person to recognize Odysseus when he returns to his house.
   Friends and Enemies:
   Gods and Goddesses:
   Athena: Daughter of Zeus. She is the goddess of wisdom, purposeful
   battle, and crafts. She often disguises herself as Mentor, an old
   friend of Odysseus.
   Poseidon: God of the sea. He is the father of the Cyclops, Polyphemus,
   who is blinded by Odysseus.
   Zeus: King of gods and men. He lives on Mount Olympus.
   Circe: Beautiful witch-goddess who changes Odysseus’ crew into pigs.
   Odysseus lives with her for one year.
   Apollo: God of music, poetry, prophecy, and medicine.
   Hermes: The god of invention, commerce, and cunning; he is the
   messenger of the gods. He gives Odysseus an herb to protect Odysseus
   against Circe’s powers.
   Helios: The sun god. Odysseus’ men anger him by killing and eating his
   cattle.
   Other friends and enemies (in order as they appear in the story):
   Cicones: Allies of the Trojans. Odysseus and his crew raid them after
   leaving Troy. This is the first stop of Odysseus’ journey home.
   Eurylochus: One of Odysseus’ trusted officers. He is the only one of
   the search party who Circe does not change into a pig.
   Lotus Eaters: Inhabitants of a land that Odysseus and his crew visit.
   They give Odysseus’men a fruit that causes them to forget their goals
   and duty.
   Polyphemus: One of the Cyclopes who imprisons Odysseus and his crew.
   He is blinded by Odysseus.
   Cyclopes: Race of one-eyed giants. Polyphemus is one of them.
   Aeolus: Guardian of the winds. He gives a bag of winds to Odysseus.
   This bag is opened by Odysseus’ crew because they think it contains
   gold and silver. The winds escape when they are almost to Ithaca and
   blow them all the way back to where they came from.
   Laestrygones:A group of cannibals who eat some of Odysseus’ men and
   then throw boulders and sink
   all of the ships, except Odysseus’ship.
   Tiresias: A blind prophet in the underworld. He shows Odysseus how to
   get back to Ithaca and allows Odysseus to communicate with other souls
   in the underworld (Hades).
   Persephone: The wife of the ruler of the underworld.
   Sirens: Creatures, part woman and part bird, whose songs lure sailors
   to their death.
   Scylla: A six-headed monster who devours sailors.
   Charybdis: A dangerous whirlpool that is personified as a female sea
   monster.
   Calypso: Beautiful nymph who falls in love with Odysseus when he lands
   on her island. She holds him prisoner for seven years.
   Odysseus’ Return Home:
   Alcinous: King of the Phaeacians. Odysseus tells the story of his
   journey to them. This is his last stop before they take him back to
   Ithaca.
   Antinous: He is the most arrogant of Penelope’s suitors. He tries to
   have Telemachus killed. He is the first to die when Odysseus returns.
   Eurymachus: He is one of Penelope’s suitors. He has some influence
   over the other suitors. He tries to bribe Odysseus with gifts in order
   to save the suitors’ lives.
   Amphinomus:He is one of Penelope’s suitors. He is the only decent man
   seeking marriage to
   Penelope. He tries to speak up for Odysseus and Telemachus, but he is
   killed just like the other suitors.
   Melanthius: Brother to Melantho. He is a goatherd who supports the
   suitors. He abuses the beggar who comes to Odysseus’ house, not
   realizing that it is Odysseus.
   Melantho: Sister of Melanthius. She abuses the beggar who comes to
   Odysseus’ house, not realizing that it is Odysseus. She is having an
   affair with Eurymachus.
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