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                11th Grade On-Level English – American Literature
   Instructor: Mr. Hedge, Room: 1435, Email: [email protected]
   Overview of Course:
   In this English course, we will read various pieces of American
   Literature as we attempt to answer the question: What is an American?
   In addition, we will answer how have Jefferson’s words, “ . . . life
   liberty, and the pursuit of happiness . . .” shaped America? In order
   to answer these questions, we will study the following units:
     1. 
       Native American Voices
     2. 
       The Puritans
     3. 
       The Age of Reason
     4. 
       American Romanticism
     5. 
       American Realism/Naturalism
     6. 
       Modern American Literature
     7. 
       Poetry (from each era)
     8. 
       Drama (see below)
     9. 
       Basic English Reviewed (grammar & mechanics)
   Major literary works studied in this course include, but are not
   limited to:
   Fahrenheit 451, a novel by Ray Bradbury
   The Crucible, a play by Arthur Miller
   Grades:
   Your grade will be primarily determined by the following elements:
     1. 
       Homework/Classwork:
   You will be given various reading and writing assignments throughout
   the semester. Some assignments will be collected for points and I may
   do so without prior notification. There is no make up for late
   homework or classwork not done.
     2. 
       Projects/Writing Assignments/Tests & Quizzes:
   You will complete at least one major test, project, or writing
   assignment in each unit of study. You will also complete the following
   separate writing assignments:
   a. Editorial/Persuasive Essay:
   You will write a 500-word essay on a trending topic of your choice.
   b. You become a playwright:
   You will write a new scene for the play The Crucible.
   c. (If time) You will write a literary analysis essay.
   *For major assignments that are collected, a scoring rubric will be
   provided in advance.*
     3. 
       Journal:
   You will keep a journal in this class in which you will write
   periodically. Your entries will range from responses to
   teacher-assigned prompts, to responses to reading that we are doing in
   class. Journals will be collected periodically.
     4. 
       Vocabulary:
   Along with poetry and literary terms there will also be traditional
   vocabulary pulled from the various pieces of literature that we will
   study.
   Daily Items Needed for Class:
   You should have a pencil and a pen everyday. In addition, I highly
   recommend a large 3 ring binder as I give out a lot of handouts,
   workbooks, and packets that are 3 hole punched. I also recommend that
   you divide up the binder into the following categories: Vocabulary,
   Grammar, Literature, Writing, and Basic English.
   Grading Policy
   I am more often than not up-to-date with my grades. Be advised that I
   do not curve tests and there are no extra credit projects; however, I
   do offer bonus points on some tests and quizzes. Please note that no
   score may exceed 100%.
   Make-up Work Policy (not the same as “late work” noted below)
   Upon the return from an extended absence, students are responsible to
   set up a time to make up missed work. Students have one week in which
   to make up work. If the work is not made up within that time frame, a
   zero grade may be assigned to the missing work. In addition, students,
   whether absent for one day or longer, must check the “Class Log Book”
   for a brief run-down of daily activities they have missed.
   NOTE: If a student is conveniently absent only on the day of a
   scheduled exam or project collection, no additional time is allotted
   to “prepare” for the missed test or project. The missed exam will be
   taken upon the student’s return during class time unless other
   arrangements have been made and/or agreed upon. Consider this: Why
   should a student who has had three weeks to prepare for a project and
   is absent the day it’s due be allowed to have any extra time when he
   or she returns? That makes no sense.
   Late Work Policy
   Students know due dates for major assignments several days if not
   weeks in advance; therefore, all papers/projects turned in after the
   due date will generally receive a 10% deduction per day late unless
   some other rubric has been decided in advance. After three days, the
   late work will receive a zero grade for the assignment.
   Late to Class
   I will allow you 2 tardies during any one marking period; I know
   things happen. I will issue a teacher detention for subsequent
   tardies. If the problem continues, I will call home and/or forward a
   report to administration for each subsequent tardy.
   Discipline
   The discipline code as outlined in your handbook will be enforced.
   Students are expected to conduct themselves in an appropriate and
   respectful manner. However, I typically warn a student whenever
   questionable conduct occurs. In addition, I always attempt to treat
   each student and situation as fairly as possible. In regards to
   plagarism or cheating (acts of poor discipline), the minimum
   punishment is a zero grade on the assignment since I cannot fully tell
   your work from another’s work. Again, that’s the minimum punishment.
   Additionally, detention or ISS or OSS days may be assigned.
   Bathroom Sign-outs
   Students signing out daily will be limited to twice per week unless a
   medical excuse is provided. Also, students signing out for more than 8
   minutes will also be restricted to twice per week and further
   punishments may be instituted if the problem continues.
   Electronic Devices
   You are not to be on any kind of electronic devices while we are doing
   work in class unless you have my permission or have completed the
   assignment(s).
   Office Hours
   Office hours are Monday‑Friday from 2:50‑3:25 in Room 1435; I’m
   typically not available during Flex. Students should make an
   appointment as I am not always in my room. Students/Parents may
   contact me via e-mail at: [email protected]
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