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                This statement is read on behalf of Kuwait, Chair of the G77.
   The G77 welcomes the IEE resolution which we believe will only serve
   to strengthen the FAO. The G77 also welcomes the appointment of
   Professor Noori as Chair of the Conference Committee, noting that he
   will start his work in December 2007. We would equally like to
   congratulate the 2 Vice-Chairs from Tanzania and the Netherlands on
   their appointment.
   Thank you.
   Kuwait believes that the equitable geographical representation of
   staff is at the very essence of any organization in the UN system and
   that all qualified citizens of its Member Nations must be afforded
   equal opportunity to join their staff.
   There have however been serious geographic and gender imbalances in
   FAO’s staff structure. While Kuwait recognises the efforts of the
   Director General to redress the balance since 1994, there is still a
   substantial number of Members who are either non-represented or
   under-represented in the staff structure and unfortunately the
   criteria and guidance established by the Governing Bodies have not
   been met as of yet.
   It was stated at the 2003 Conference that management is under a strict
   obligation to ensure equitable geographical distribution of staff.
   Kuwait wishes this matter to be clarified to Members once again, to
   ensure that implementation modalities of the decision of the
   Conference do not give rise to any misunderstanding and so that
   equitable geographical representation is used fairly and efficiently.
   From what you said before, you might also want to include the
   following as a third paragraph, although I am not sure you want to
   speak this frankly:
   Kuwait recognises the difficulty which can sometimes be presented by
   the need for geographical representation, such are the realities of
   the modern world. However, we firmly believe equitable representation
   is achievable, and by no means should require a compromise for
   competency and qualifications.
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