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                This is the pre-publication version of the following piece: Review of
   F. Driver & D. Gilbert (eds.), Imperial Cities. Transactions of the
   Institute of British Geographers NS (2002), 27, 253-254.
   Imperial cities: landscape, display, and identity
   =================================================
   F Driver & D Gilbert
   Manchester University Press, Manchester, 1999. xvii +283 pp, £45
   hardback (ISBN 0 7190 5413 3)
   This collection of essays opens up important new avenues of inquiry
   between critical urban studies and postcolonial historiography.
   Contemporary urban theory is built upon a set of well-worn narratives
   concerning the inter-connections between capitalism, modernism, and
   the city in which particular cities (London, New York, Paris, Los
   Angeles) are repeatedly presented as exemplary of more general
   processes. The essays in Imperial cities challenge this pattern of
   theorising by showing, through a series of detailed case studies of
   various cities in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, the extent
   to which colonialism and imperialism were material and symbolic forces
   shaping the development of urban ‘modernity’. In so doing, the
   collection as whole complicates the implicit divisions between centre
   and periphery, inside and outside, home and abroad upon which the
   invisibility of the imperial influence from standard accounts of
   modernity depend. The book contains chapters which throw new light on
   the imperial dimensions of such exemplary sites of academic
   speculation as London and Paris, but also expands the usually narrow
   range of ‘modernities’ considered to include a broader set of
   ‘imperialisms’, as imprinted in the urban fabrics of cities such as
   Seville, Rome, and Vienna. And the book illustrates that the practices
   through which the imperial presence shaped European urbanism included
   not just the grand and spectacular (exhibitions, pageants, grand
   building projects), but also the mundane and everyday (the regulation
   of clothing and comportment, the culture of gardening). Furthermore,
   the emphasis is very much on the instability of power-relations
   characteristic of a postcolonial perspective. Imperial cities emerge
   from this collection not simply as centres of power, but also as sites
   where the anxieties of empire were worked through. Cities such as
   Marseilles and Glasgow are revealed as liminal locations, second-order
   relays in the hierarchy of places through which imperialism was
   extended, which come to stand for a broader emphasis upon the
   contingency and ambiguity of imperial power relations which runs
   through the collection. The final case study focuses upon London’s
   role as the breeding grounds of opposition to the very forms of
   imperial power they celebrated and displayed. The collection as a
   whole could perhaps have benefited from more emphasis on this
   dimension of imperial relations - upon cities as sites for the
   development of conflict between different actors - rather than the
   overwhelming emphasis upon the imperial city as a stage for the
   negotiation of various anxieties which remain internal to the dynamics
   of dominant imperial subjectivity’s. This would have underscored the
   general line of argument for reconsidering the ways in which
   relationships between imperial centre and colonial margins are
   conceptualised. Nonetheless, the case studies in Imperial cities go a
   long to establishing the extent to which European modernity was always
   already embedded in global networks of imperialism, right from the
   start. The empirical detail of individual chapters combines into a
   significant collective theoretical project which brings to bear the
   insights of a postcolonial imagination, often sidelined in mainstream
   geographical research, on a field (‘the urban’) which is quite central
   to the constitution of geography’s empirical, theoretical, and
   political concerns.
   Clive Barnett, School of Geographical Sciences, University of Bristol,
   University Road, Bristol, BS8 1SS
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