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                Decent Homes
   In 2000, the Government set itself a Public Service Agreement (PSA)
   target of bringing all social housing up to the Decent Homes standard
   by 2010. In 2002, this target was broadened to encompass 70% of
   dwellings in the private housing sector, occupied by vulnerable
   households.
   A decent home meets the following four criteria:-
     i. 
       It meets the current statutory minimum standard for housing.
     ii. 
       It is in a reasonable state of repair.
     iii. 
       It has reasonably modern facilities and services.
     iv. 
       It provides a reasonable degree of thermal comfort.
   Vulnerable households have been defined as those in receipt of at
   least one of the principal means tested or disability related
   benefits.
   The ODPM Decent Home Target Implementation Plan sets out the relevant
   target percentages for decent homes occupied by vulnerable
   households:-
         65% by 2006
         70% by 2010
         75% by 2020
   Using the Government model, it is estimated that in the Wycombe
   district 59% of vulnerable households are in decent homes but there
   are still over 2,000 non-decent homes occupied by vulnerable
   households.
   ODPM guidance in February 2004 stated:-
   ‘The policy should, however, be robust enough to secure, at local
   authority level, a year on year increase in the proportion of
   vulnerable households living in decent homes and as a minimum to reach
   the same target figure of 70% by 2010 as set nationally’.
   To achieve the Government target of 65% by 2006 would require works to
   150 properties a year and to a level of 70% by 2010 would mean
   improving 65 properties per year between 2006 and 2010. In practice
   this would be best managed by improving 100 non-decent homes per year
   to meet the Government’s 2010 target of 70%.
   However, the Decent Homes target has been amended slightly as part of
   the 2004 Spending Review. It now reads:-
   ‘By 2010, ………………and for vulnerable households in the private sector,
   including families with children, increase the proportion who live in
   homes that are in decent condition’.
   The inclusion of ‘families with children’ was in recognition of the
   Government’s commitment to tackling child poverty.
   The latest information from the ODPM appears not to alter the
   percentage of numbers of non-decent homes.
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