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                Poetic Devices/ Figurative Language
   A poetic device is a tool a poet uses to help create an effect.
     * 
       Alliteration – repetition of consonant sounds
   (balmy beach blues)
     * 
       Hyperbole – an overstatement or exaggeration
   (I waited forever to hear my name called.)
     * 
       Imagery – words or phrases that appeal to the senses
   (The bright sun parted the clouds.)
     * 
       Metaphor – an implied comparison
   (Words are bullets and should be used sparingly, toward a target.)
     * 
       Onomatopoeia – use of words which imitate sound
   (cuckoo, crash, boom, smack)
     * 
       Oxymoron – combining two contradictory words to create a unique
       description – a type of irony
   (beautiful disaster, organized chaos)
     * 
       Personification – giving human qualities to something not human
       (like an animal or inanimate object)
   (The daffodils bowed their yellow heads.)
     * 
       Repetition – repeating of words, lines, phrases or stanzas
   (Not a word was uttered, not a word.)
     * 
       Simile – a comparison between two things using like or as
   (She was as dull as a doorknob.)
   Reviewing Figures of Speech
   You should be able answer the following questions:
     * 
       What is the dominant figure of speech in each of the following?
     * 
       What is the poet trying to say? / What does the figure of speech
       mean?
     1. 
       He is the last of the luckless labourors.
     2. 
       The road was tight and winding as a coiled snake.
     3. 
       Kindness poured down like honey.
     4. 
       I don’t have two cents to rub together.
     5. 
       Night is a black beast, prowling on fear.
     6. 
       Skin – softly wrinkled like pieces of lace.
     7. 
       Oh miserable abundance!
     8. 
       The ocean rolled and crashed against the rocks. Crash! Crash!
       Crash!
     9. 
       I sit in silence sinking deeper into a sinister abyss.
     10. 
       My sister wears so much makeup that when she finally gets it all
       on, it’s just about time to take it off.
     11. 
       When you came into my life, it was the end of winter.
     12. 
       There is a diverse similarity among this crowd.
     13. 
       A broad smile was painted across the canvas that was his face.
     14. 
       Red faced boys, booing and hissing.
     15. 
       Old age is a carnival with unexpected delights.
   Answers to above poetic devices:
     1. 
       alliteration – repletion of “l” sound to create a sound effect
     2. 
       simile – the road was very windy and unsafe, like a coiled snake
       might be
     3. 
       simile – the kindness was sweet, came out slowly, covered us
       thickly, like pouring honey from a jar
     4. 
       hyperbole – this is an exaggerated expression because most people
       are not so poor that they don’t have two pennies, but it does mean
       that they have little money
     5. 
       metaphor – the night can be a dark and scary place of the unknown;
       if you are afraid of it, it might feel like it is attacking or
       chasing after you
     6. 
       simile – the skin was softly wrinkled, like delicate lace it was
       woven and aged
     7. 
       oxymoron – comparing two opposites – having an abundance is not
       miserable at all, but if you think about it, some of the richest
       people in the world are the most miserable (think of lottery
       winners or celebrities)
     8. 
       onomatopoeia – Crash is the sound waves make as they hit the
       shoreline or bank
     9. 
       alliteration – repletion of “s” sound – soft and sinking
     10. 
       hyperbole – this is an exaggeration because someone couldn’t
       obviously wear so much makeup that it would take all day to put it
       on, but they might wear too much of it
     11. 
       symbolism – at the end of winter comes spring – a newness or
       awakening; new birth, so when this person arrived, it felt like a
       new beginning
     12. 
       oxymoron – the opposite is describing that although the people in
       the crowd may seem very diverse (ethnicity, age) there is a common
       thread or similarity between them (they may share in the same
       cause or situation)
     13. 
       metaphor – comparing someone’s face to a canvas – perhaps
       something phony or unnatural about the smile
     14. 
       onomatopoeia – booing and hissing are the sounds someone might
       make in anger or angst
     15. 
       metaphor – comparing old age to a carnival – at first it might
       seem like a drag, but as you age you may experience unexpected
       delights – getting old is not so bad
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