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                Patent Policy
   of the
   DICOM Standards Committee
   -------------------------
   Purpose/Declaration
   Numerous technologies are required for the effective implementation of
   the DICOM Standard. When it is both possible and practical, such
   technologies should be available for public use. However, both the
   DICOM Standards Committee (“the Committee”) and its secretariat, the
   National Electrical Manufacturers Association, recognize that members
   of the Committee may hold patents or patent applications for
   technology that, for sound technical reasons, is required to implement
   the Standard. To ensure fair use of the Standard, the Committee
   requires that each member of the Committee and its subgroups (working
   groups) prepare and submit to the secretariat a declaration stating:
   To my knowledge, ____________________________ (check the appropriate
   box/boxes)
   MEMBER NAME
    (1) Does not hold and does not anticipate holding patents on any
   invention (technology) whose use would be required for compliance with
   any part of the DICOM Standard.
    (2) MAY???? Does hold or has a patent application pending and
   anticipates acquiring a patent for an invention whose use would be
   required for compliance with the following parts of the DICOM Standard
   _____________________________
   AND
     * 
       (2-A) A license will be made available without compensation to
       applicants desiring to utilize the license for the purpose of
       implementing the Standard.
   OR
     * 
       (2-B) A license will be made available to applicants under
       reasonable terms and conditions that are demonstrably free of any
       unfair discrimination.
   Signed by _______________________, ______________________
   NAME TITLE
   _______________________ _______________________
   PRINT NAME DATE
   Continuing Responsibility
   =========================
   As the DICOM Standard evolves through the development of new
   supplements, each member shall be responsible for monitoring these
   developments and alerting the secretariat to any required change in
   its declaration.
   Record
   ======
   A record of each statement shall be placed and retained in the files
   of the secretariat. Additionally, the secretariat shall notify the
   members of the DSC and all of its subdivisions of patents or patent
   applications brought to its attention. Such notices shall also be made
   publicly available (e.g., in a list on the DICOM Web Page).
   Notice
   ======
   The Standard shall include the following statement:
   “NOTE: The user’s attention is called to the possibility that
   compliance with the DICOM Standard may require use of one or more
   inventions covered by patent rights. By publication of this Standard,
   no position is taken with respect to the validity of such claims or of
   any patent rights in connection therewith. The holders of such patents
   have, however, filed a statement of willingness to grant a license
   under these rights on reasonable and non-discriminatory terms and
   conditions to applicants desiring to obtain such a license. Details
   may be obtained from the publisher.”
   Disclaimer
   ==========
   Neither the DICOM Standards Committee nor the secretariat shall be
   responsible for identifying any or all patents for which a license may
   be required by this Standard or for conducting inquiries into the
   legal validity or scope of those patents that are brought to their
   attention.
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