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   With a greater emphasis on quality of growth, stronger global ethics
   and cooperation, and the sound management of assets, today's dream of
   a world free of poverty can become a reality.
   Ian Johnson, Vice President for Sustainable Development, April 2002
   The urgent objective of the World Summit on Sustainable Development
   must be to shrink the ranks of those currently poor and to lay the
   foundations for sustainable development. Achieving this will require a
   focused agenda that must build on recent progress on a new compact for
   international development, and that must be owned by the Summit
   participants. The World Bank sees two key objectives for the Summit:
     * 
       First, developed and developing countries must affirm their
       commitment to achieving the Millennium Development Goals by 2015
       in a sustainable manner.
     * 
       Second, developed and developing countries, the public sector and
       the private sector, governments and civil society must build the
       partnerships in Johannesburg that will take us well beyond 2015
       toward a prosperous and sustainable future.
   Issues of poverty and sustainable development are at the core of the
   WSSD. Poor countries suffer four times the incidence of environmental
   disease as rich countries. Poor households are highly dependent on the
   quality of local natural resources for their livelihood.
   The Millennium Development Goals, taken as a whole, represent a
   program for sustainable development. Meeting the MDG targets for 2015
   will be an essential step on the road to a wealthy and sustainable
   world, laying the basis for a virtuous cycle of growth and human
   development in poor nations. Low-income countries need to grow at per
   capita rates of 3.6% per year if the 29% of the world population
   living on less than $1 per day in 1990 is to be halved by 2015.
   Under plausible assumptions, world income in 2050 will be over $130
   trillion, 40% of which will be in low- and middle-income countries.
   Basic human needs for shelter, food, and clothing could be met and
   more. Even pessimistic estimates place life expectancy in poor
   countries at 72 years (versus 64 today) and under-5 mortality at 17
   deaths per thousand live births (versus 85 today). All children could
   complete 5–6 years of a quality primary education. Adult illiteracy
   rates could be below 5%, compared with 25% in low- and middle-income
   countries now.
   Meeting other MDGs will require sustained efforts on health,
   education, energy, water, sanitation, and environmental stewardship.
   Moreover, this is not simply a question of growth and financial
   resources—sustained improvements in policies, institutions, and social
   capital across many sectors are really a precondition for reaching the
   desired outcomes.
   If subsidies, mispricing, and inadequate taxation of environmentally
   damaging products continue to provide the wrong incentives for
   rich-world consumers and producers, and if we add to this picture a
   wealthier developing world, we can expect negative consequences for
   the environment and its ability to sustain further growth. A
   $130-trillion world simply cannot duplicate current production and
   consumption patterns—a major transformation, starting in the rich
   world, will be needed to de-couple growth and environmental impacts,
   and to radically change the composition of output toward high-input
   efficiency and environmental responsibility.
   In the next 15 years, the key engines of growth in poor countries must
   be the health and skills of their people, agriculture and rural
   development to foster both growth and nutrition, and water and energy
   supplies to support agriculture, industry, and households. But growth
   must not curtail the options of future generations by destroying
   biodiversity or the capacity of ecosystems to support human life. Nor
   can it be distributed unequally if social harmony is a goal.
   Particularly important is finding the finance to preserve
   biodiversity, both through protective expenditures and to compensate
   communities who have to restrict their exploitation of natural areas
   for the benefit of the world as a whole.
   A consensus is emerging on the elements of implementing a sustainable
   development agenda: primacy of country ownership and stewardship for
   poverty reduction, strong and stable policies and transparent and
   well-governed institutions, and a vibrant private sector to play a
   pivotal role in socially responsible technological transformation.
   Enlightened public policy must encourage private investments and
   market development. The private sector must adopt corporate
   responsibility together with profits as a guiding principle.
   The Monterrey Summit on Finance for Development laid the basis for a
   new development partnership. Developing countries acknowledged that
   they must take responsibility for good governance and sound policies.
   Industrial countries committed to ensuring that aid resources match
   progress on policy reforms, to tearing down trade barriers that harm
   the poorest, to implementing HIPC, and to building capacity using the
   power of the knowledge economy.
   Public-private partnerships will be increasingly important. We need to
   tap the financial resources of the private sector to supply many goods
   and services that have traditionally been in the public sector. But we
   need to recognize that the private sector on its own cannot deliver
   public goods.
   Achieving gains in wealth, health, and education demands concerted
   effort, particularly if we want these gains to be sustainable. It will
   require sound management of the portfolio of assets underpinning
   development. Therefore the World Bank believes the priorities for
   action at the WSSD are as follows:
   Building sustainable agriculture in low-income countries, with an
   African focus:
     * 
       Create a global rural alliance to coordinate investments and
       finance.
     * 
       Reform policies that discriminate against the rural sector.
       Provide incentives to intensify agriculture, to reduce the
       pressure on biologically diverse natural areas.
     * 
       Invest in agricultural research, extension, and education;
       emphasize sustainable agriculture.
     * 
       Strengthen the international agricultural research system, with
       the CGIAR at its core.
     * 
       Expand investment in rural infrastructure, telecommunications, and
       finance.
     * 
       Improve land administration and land reform.
     * 
       Liberalize trade in industrial economies and reduce agricultural
       subsidies.
   Sustainable energy:
     * 
       Develop and deploy technologies for climate-friendly,
       smaller-scale, clean energy.
     * 
       Deal with indoor air pollution through improved stoves and
       ventilation.
     * 
       Continue and accelerate the decentralization of electricity
       supply.
     * 
       Foster investment from both public and private sectors.
     * 
       Accelerate improvements in electric generation efficiency, and
       switch to lower-carbon fuels.
   Building human and social capital:
     * 
       Make sure all children have 5–6 years of gender-sensitive,
       high-quality primary education.
     * 
       Expand opportunities for boys and girls to receive a sound,
       relevant secondary education.
     * 
       Attack the environmental contributors to disease and promote
       improved hygienic practices.
     * 
       Increase access to treatment of infectious disease, including
       AIDS.
     * 
       Invest in social capital and social conflict prevention.
   Sustainable water services:
     * 
       Reform irrigation system operation, including increasing cost
       recovery, scaling up water user associations, emphasizing
       drainage, managing water rights, and reducing subsidies.
     * 
       Ensure the poor have access to water and sanitation by reducing
       costs and facilitating the entry of alternative service providers.
     * 
       Manage water to ensure it continues to provide ecological
       services, by managing terrestrial systems—forested headwaters, for
       example—and aquatic systems such as wetlands.
     * 
       Plan adaptations to climate change.
   Global partnerships
     * 
       Strengthen the governance and management of the institutions
       providing global public goods.
     * 
       Expand funding for the Global Environment Facility.
   Monitoring progress
     * 
       Develop indicators of progress toward sustainable development in
       all countries, and use these indicators to guide policy decisions.
   The World Bank stands ready to support the needed actions. This will
   include investment projects and programs. The Bank can also be an
   effective advocate for policies, institutions, and approaches to
   problems that have proved to work. And the Bank can lever knowledge
   and experience from around the world to move the Johannesburg agenda
   forward.
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