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   REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA
   OFFICIAL STATEMENT BY
   HONOURABLE MINISTER IN THE OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT OF THE
   REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA MS. SYLVIA BAMBALA CHALIKOSA, MP
   DURING THE SIXTH SESSION OF THE GLOBAL PLATFORM FOR DISASTER RISK
   REDUCTION HELD IN GENEVA, SWITZERLAND
   FROM 13TH TO 17TH MAY, 2019
   CABINET OFFICE
   LUSAKA
   MAY, 2019
   • HIS EXCELLENCY UELI MAURER, THE PRESIDENT,
   FEDERAL GOVERNMENT OF SWITZERLAND;
   • MS. MAMI MIZUTORI, SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL
   FOR DISASTER RISK REDUCTION;
   • YOUR EXCELLENCIES, HEADS OF STATES AND GOVERNMENTS PRESENT;
   • HONOURABLE MINISTERS;
   • HEADS OF INTER-GOVERNMENTAL AND OTHER ORGANISATIONS;
   • DISTINGUISHED DELEGATES;
   CHAIRPERSON,
   LET ME BEGIN BY THANKING THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT OF SWITZERLAND FOR THE
   WARM WELCOME AND HOSPITALITY ACCORDED TO DELEGATES AND ALSO FOR
   HOSTING THE SIXTH SESSION OF THE GLOBAL PLATFORM FOR DISASTER RISK
   REDUCTION.
   I AM HONOURED FOR BEING ACCORDED THIS OPPORTUNITY TO DELIVER AN
   OFFICIAL STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF MY GOVERNMENT AT THIS FORUM.
   FELLOW PARTICIPANTS, IT IS IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT IT IS ALMOST FIVE
   YEARS FOLLOWING THE ADOPTION OF THE SENDAI FRAMEWORK FOR DISASTER RISK
   REDUCTION. THIS YEAR’S PLATFORM AGAIN PROVIDES AN OPPORTUNITY FOR US
   TO TAKE STOCK OF WHAT WE HAVE DONE SINCE ITS ADOPTION ESPECIALLY IN
   THE LAST TWO YEARS.
   YOUR EXCELLENCIES, DISTINGUISHED DELEGATES,
   ALLOW ME TO MENTION THAT ZAMBIA STILL CONTINUES TO BE AT RISK FROM A
   NUMBER OF HAZARDS ESPECIALLY CLIMATE CHANGE RELATED HAZARDS SUCH AS
   DROUGHT AND FLOODS.
   CLIMATE CHANGE AND VARIABILITY HAS EQUALLY MADE IT MORE DIFFICULT TO
   PREDICT THE BEHAVIOUR OF HAZARDS. FOR EXAMPLE, CURRENTLY THE COUNTRY
   IS EXPERIENCING PROLONGED DRY SPELL THAT HAVE AFFECTED MORE THAN HALF
   OF THE COUNTRY WHILE THE OTHER PART HAS BEEN AFFECTED BY FLOODS.
   THEREFORE, THE NEED TO ENHANCE INTEGRATED DISASTER RISK MANAGEMENT IS
   OF PARAMOUNT IMPORTANCE IF ZAMBIA IS TO PROTECT ITS CITIZENS AND
   ASSETS FROM THE ADVERSE EFFECTS OF DISASTER RISKS. IN ORDER TO DEAL
   WITH THESE RISKS, THE COUNTRY HAS PUT IN PLACE SEVERAL DISASTER RISK
   MANAGEMENT MEASURES/STRATEGIES WHICH ARE AIMED AT ADDRESSING TARGET E
   OF THE SENDAI FRAMEWORK.
   DISTINGUISHED DELEGATES,
   SINCE THE ADOPTION OF THE SENDAI FRAMEWORK, MY GOVERNMENT IN
   COLLABORATION WITH OTHER STAKEHOLDERS AND IN LINE WITH THE GLOBAL
   ASPIRATIONS, HAS DOMESTICATED THE SENDAI FRAMEWORK THROUGH THE
   DEVELOPMENT OF THE NATIONAL DISASTER RISK MANAGEMENT FRAMEWORK
   (2017–2030) WHICH WAS LAUNCHED THIS YEAR BY HER HONOUR, THE REPUBLICAN
   VICE PRESIDENT OF ZAMBIA. THE FRAMEWORK DRAWS ITS LEGAL AND POLICY
   AUTHORITY FROM THE SENDAI FRAMEWORK FOR DISASTER RISK REDUCTION
   (2015-2030); THE DISASTER MANAGEMENT ACT OF 2010 OF THE LAWS OF
   ZAMBIA; THE NATIONAL DISASTER MANAGEMENT POLICY AND THE DISASTER
   MANAGEMENT OPERATIONS MANUAL.
   OTHER DOCUMENTS WHERE IT DRAWS ITS STRENGTH ARE THE AFRICA PROGRAMME
   OF ACTION FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SENDAI FRAMEWORK (2015-2030);
   THE SOUTHERN AFRICA DEVELOPMENT COMMUNITY DISASTER PREPAREDNESS AND
   RESPONSE STRATEGY FUND (2016-2030); THE PARIS AGREEMENT ON CLIMATE
   CHANGE (2015-2030) AND THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS (2015-2030)
   DISTINGUISHED DELEGATES,
   THE NATIONAL DISASTER RISK MANAGEMENT FRAMEWORK ALSO FEEDS INTO THE
   SEVENTH NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN OF OUR COUNTRY TO ENSURE POLICY
   CONSISTENCY.
   THE AIM OF NATIONAL DISASTER RISK MANAGEMENT FRAMEWORK IS TO ENHANCE
   THE IMPLEMENTATION CAPACITY AND CAPABILITY OF THE COUNTRY TO
   SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCE VULNERABILITY AND CONTRIBUTE TO RESILIENCE AND
   SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT.
   THROUGH THIS THE COUNTRY INTENDS TO HAVE A SUBSTANTIAL REDUCTION OF
   DISASTER RISKS AND LOSSES IN LIVES, LIVELIHOODS AND HEALTH AND IN THE
   ECONOMIC, PHYSICAL, SOCIAL, CULTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL ASSETS OF
   PERSONS, BUSINESSES AND COMMUNITIES. THE FRAMEWORK OUTLINES THE
   GUIDING PRINCIPLES, PRIORITY AREAS, ANNUAL TARGETS, OUTCOME
   INDICATORS, PROGRAMMES AND ACTIVITIES.
   TO FACILITATE THE MONITORING OF THE GLOBAL TARGETS AND INDICATORS IN
   THE SENDAI FRAMEWORK WHICH ARE WELL ARTICULATED IN THE NATIONAL
   FRAMEWORK, MY GOVERNMENT IS UTILISING THE DISASTER LOSS DATA BASE TO
   CAPTURE INFORMATION RELATING TO ECONOMIC LOSS, AFFECTED PEOPLE,
   DAMAGED CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE, LIVELIHOOD DISRUPTION, MORTALITY,
   EARLY WARNING SYSTEMS AND INVESTMENT IN DISASTER RISK MANAGEMENT, JUST
   TO MENTION A FEW.
   FURTHER IN ORDER TO MONITOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SENDAI
   FRAMEWORK, THE COUNTRY HAS BEEN PART OF UNITED NATIONS OFFICE FOR
   DISASTER RISK REDUCTION ONLINE SENDAI FRAMEWORK MONITORING SYSTEM
   (SFM) LAUNCHED IN MARCH 2018.
   THIS ONLINE MONITORING IS BEING DONE IN COLLABORATION WITH REGIONAL
   ECONOMIC COMMISSIONS SUCH AS THE SOUTHERN AFRICA DEVELOPMENT COMMUNITY
   (SADC).
   THE COUNTRY HAS SO FAR HELD TWO WORKSHOPS AIMED AT POPULATING THE
   SENDAI MONITOR AND DISASTER DATA LOSS DATABASE.
   MY COUNTRY IS ALSO WORKING WITH AFRICAN UNION IN IMPLEMENTING THE
   PROGRAMME OF ACTION FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SENDAI FRAMEWORK.
   DISTINGUISHED DELEGATES,
   DESPITE THESE ACHIEVEMENTS, THE COUNTRY FACES CHALLENGES WHICH
   INCLUDE;
     * 
       DATA AVAILABILITY IN A USABLE MANNER
     * 
       INADEQUATE INSURANCE COVER FOR HAZARDS SUCH AS FLOODS. IN THIS
       VEIN, I WOULD URGE COOPERATING PARTNERS ESPECIALLY AT REGIONAL
       LEVEL TO SET UP A FUND TO ASSIST AFFECTED COUNTRIES ESPECIALLY
       WITH LESSONS LEARNT FROM CYCLONE IDAI WHICH AFFECTED A NUMBER
       COUNTRIES IN SOUTHERN AFRICA
   DISTINGUISHED DELEGATES,
   IN CONCLUSION, I WOULD LIKE TO STATE THAT MY COUNTRY IS FULLY
   COMMITTED TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SENDAI FRAMEWORK TOGETHER WITH
   THE 2030 AGENDA FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT.
   ALLOW ME CHAIR TO REQUEST COOPERATING PARTNERS BOTH INTERNATIONAL AND
   CONTINENTAL TO CONSIDER DISASTER RISK REDUCTION PROGRAMMES AND
   ACTIVITIES IN OUR COUNTRY WHEN PROVIDING SUPPORT.
   CHAIRPERSON,
   I THANK YOU.
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