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                Sixth Grade Language Arts Syllabus
   Mrs. Powell, Ms. Dixon, Ms. Harris
   2010/2011
   Instructors: Mrs. Powell, Ms. Harris, Ms. Dixon
   MRMS phone number: 540-463-3129
   E-mail: [email protected]
   [email protected]
   [email protected]
   Course Outline:
   First nine weeks:
     * 
       Vocabulary skills using context clues and word origins to
       determine meaning (prefix, suffix and root word)
     * 
       Spelling – most commonly misspelled words
     * 
       Reading comprehension tools; predicting and questioning
     * 
       Investigate word choice and imagery to help with the meaning of
       text
   Second nine weeks:
     * 
       Identify literature elements: plot, setting, conflict, characters
       and theme
     * 
       Predicting outcomes
     * 
       Imagery and how it aids comprehension
     * 
       Cause/effect relationships in text
     * 
       Paraphrase and summarize text
     * 
       Recognize character and plot development and how it supports the
       plot of the story
     * 
       Figurative language: similes, hyperbole etc.
   Third nine weeks:
     * 
       Distinguish between fact and opinion
     * 
       Compare and contrast
     * 
       Paraphrase and summarize
     * 
       Sentence structure/grammar
     * 
       Compare and contrast one topic contained in different sources
     * 
       Choose appropriate reference materials for specific purposes
   Fourth nine weeks:
     * 
       Choose words that help the central idea, tone and voice of a
       writing piece
     * 
       Subject/verb agreement
     * 
       Pronoun and antecedent agreement
     * 
       Draw conclusions and inference text
     * 
       Review all reading SOL objectives and essential knowledge in
       preparation for the SOL sixth grade reading assessment
   Grading policy:
   Students will be graded on homework, quizzes, tests and long-term
   assignments.
     * 
       Tests and projects – 40%
     * 
       Quizzes – 30%
     * 
       Class work – 20%
     * 
       Homework – 10%
   Materials: YOU MUST HAVE THESE MATERIALS IN CLASS EVERYDAY!!!
     * 
       Language Arts 5 subject notebook with pockets
     * 
       Pencils – three or more
     * 
       Colored pencils
     * 
       One package of highlighters (different colors within the package)
     * 
       Scissors
     * 
       Glue sticks
     * 
       Red pen
     * 
       Agenda
   Late work:
   Late work will be accepted with the loss of five points for each day
   it is late. If you do not turn the assignment in within three days
   from the time it was due, it will be entered as a zero. If two or more
   assignments have not been turned in, parents will be called and ASD
   will be assigned.
   Absences:
   It is the student’s responsibility to ask for missed work!! A student
   that has been absent has three days to complete the assignments they
   missed.
   Tardiness:
   W expect you to be in your assigned seat prior to the bell. Dismissal
   from class is not allowed for any reason unless it is an emergency.
   This includes bathroom trips and drinks at the fountain.
   Book Reports:
   Periodically, you will be assigned long-term assignments in the form
   of book reports or projects. All projects/reports will be announced in
   class and will be given a hand-out that explains what is expected to
   complete the assignment. These projects or reports will be primarily
   done at home and will be turned in on the due date.
   Class room procedures:
     * 
       Be in your seat at the start of class ( when the bell rings)
     * 
       No food or drink in class at any time
     * 
       Do not talk while We are talking or while another student is
       talking
     * 
       If you have a question or comment, raise your hand
     * 
       Respect the teacher, your classmates and yourself
     * 
       Take advantage of the time given to you in class to complete
       assignments
   Communication:
   Communication is the key to success in any environment. If you have
   questions or concerns, please let me know. The easiest and quickest
   form of communication is either by email or a phone call to the
   school. We check messages several times a day.
   THIS WILL BE A GREAT YEAR IF WE ALL WORK TOGETHER TO BE SUCCESSFUL!!
   Please cut on the line above, sign and return to your specific
   language arts teacher by Wednesday, Sept. 1, 2010.
   I have read and understand the expectations listed in the syllabus for
   sixth grade language arts.
   _____________________________ _______________________
   Student’s signature parent/guardian signature
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