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                Findon CC 1st XI Captains Report – 5 May 12 – 30 Jun 12
   After the well-deserved promotion in season 2011 it was always going
   to be a case of
   consolidating in division 2 where the all-round quality of teams would
   test this young Findon team both in terms of skill and perhaps more
   importantly maturity. It was vital to get off to a good start and the
   team had discussed 6 wins as being a possible
   benchmark required to remain in this league. A close fought loss to
   Goring in the first game of the season wasn’t the ideal start to
   proceedings but James Iago started off where he finished in 2011 with
   a 5 wicket haul.
   The next two matches proved to be more encouraging with a nerve
   wracking win posted at home versus Ifield followed by a draw at
   Pulborough enabling the horses to rack up much needed points. Glen
   Bridson batted beautifully and with maturity to score 54 in the win v
   Ifield and both Jimmy Iago and Graham Manser took wickets at
   Pulborough.
   The next game saw Findon travel to unbeaten St James and the horses
   put in an impressive performance to blow them away on their own patch.
   Gary Howell bowled very well with the new ball but it was Iago who
   again lead the way with another 5 wicket haul. Bradley Bridson joined
   the party with a quick fire 61 to easily overhaul the St James total.
   Haywards Heath could have been a game added to the win column as Iago
   lead a spirited counteroffensive to try and keep Heath from getting
   Findon’s modest total, a total built thanks almost entirely to a
   superb 80 odd from Jack Metters. The Heath top order were blown away
   but a spirited fight back from the tail end saw Findon register
   another loss.
   Sidley at home turned out to be a watershed of the season with skipper
   Barry Meaney playing in what was to be his last game. Sidley were
   skittled for 135 with Graham Manser who had bowled well without reward
   all season turning in match figures of 5-25. Findon chased with ease
   with Meaney at last finding some form to end with 49 n.o and Metters J
   hitting another 50.
   At the half way point of the season and with an injury likely to keep
   the skipper out for 4-6 weeks Meaney decided to step aside and let the
   experienced James Iago take over for a clear run at the last 9 games.
   Baz Meany
   Findon CC 1st XI Captains Report – 7 Jul12 – 1 Sep 12
   An interesting second half of the season, with plenty of up’s and
   downs. I was fortunate enough in one respect to have the privilege of
   captaining the side, but unfortunate with regards to the circumstances
   surrounding Baz’s departure. Unfortunately, due to a culmination of
   instances it led to him standing down as 1st team Captain. I would
   like to take this opportunity to thank Baz for captaining the side to
   promotion in 2011 and his efforts throughout the season of 2012.
   Back to the cricket! The weather played a huge part throughout the
   whole season. Out of the 9 fixtures which were due to be played, 3
   were abandoned, 3 we won and 3 we lost. I must admit, 2 of the
   fixtures we won Jack M captained! The league was extremely close right
   the way through the season, to the extent that we were in 4th place
   with 5 games to play and ended up fighting for survival on the last
   game of the season. Fortunately we won that game and subsequently
   finished in a respectable 6th position.
   The first game I took charge of was against Glynde & Beddingham on an
   extremely miserable day. I won the toss and elected to bowl. The start
   was delayed due to rain and it continued to rain for most of the
   afternoon. If I’m honest, I think both sides believed it would be
   rained off earlier than it was. This led to a poor fielding and
   bowling performance. Although it is never easy to perform in these
   types of conditions, our mental approach let us down. Glynde completed
   their innings and
   finished on 232 for 2 after 46 over’s. In reply, we were 107 for 3
   after 29 over’s with Jack going very well on 74*. It was at this point
   we left the field of play and the heavens opened. Shortly after both
   captains and umpires agreed it was too wet to continue and the game
   was abandoned. In hindsight we probably shouldn’t have started the
   game, as all we managed to do was upset the groundsman! (Sorry Ben).
   The next fixture saw us take on our arch rivals Goring. This has
   always proven to be a crunch fixture over the years. It was a game we
   were all very keen to play having lost the home fixture earlier in the
   season. Unfortunately due to the poor weather we had experienced
   throughout the week, Goring’s ground was unplayable. This was a huge
   shame as the Saturday was a glorious one!
   The next 2 fixtures, Haywards Heath at home and Ifield away, I was
   unfortunately unavailable due to work commitments. However, Jack M
   took the reins and what a great job he did! Two matches, 2 wins, 100%
   record. The away fixture at Haywards Heath was in my opinion, a game
   we should have won, so we all were keen to right some wrongs. Having
   won the toss Haywards Heath were put into bat and capitulated to 62
   all out from 28.5 over’s. I understand it was poorer batting than
   outstanding bowling. Not wanting to take anything away from our
   bowlers as they clearly put the ball in the right areas. The wickets
   were shared around with both Graham M and Harry M taking 3 a piece. We
   managed to knock the runs off for the loss of 5 wickets, not ideal but
   overall a job well done.
   Then came the away fixture at Ifield, this was a fixture that I
   personally was very disappointed to miss. I don’t know whether it’s
   the fact that I wouldn’t get to see all those aircraft flying over
   every 2 minutes or the drunk ASBO’s walking across the pitch with
   their Pitbull’s and special Brew! (What a lovely part of the world!).
   On a more serious note, what a great result we had over there. Ifield
   won the toss and elected to bat, scoring 203 for 6 of 50 over’s. This
   seemed to be a generous declaration and as it turned out it was. We
   chased them down for the loss of just 6
   wickets; this was a great team batting performance. Bradley and Jack
   set the platform with a stand of 61 and the rest of the team supported
   well (Glen B 52, Dan B 28, and Graham M 28* from 26 balls) which saw
   us come away from Ifield with a great victory.
   Next was Cuckfield at home, who were certainly one of the stronger
   teams in the league. I managed to win the toss and insert. We got off
   to a great start, Cuckfield were struggling at 24 for 4, then came a
   very dubious umpiring decision which would have seen Cuckfield 5 down
   for just 32. Unfortunately that wasn’t to be and they went on to
   accumulate a decent score of 208. Our efforts to chase the runs down
   were poor and we were bowled out for 143 of just 43 over’s. The only
   good to come from our batting was a fighting 43 from Andy Boxall and
   21 from Glen B. All in all, a disappointing performance, with what
   started out as an extremely positive one.
   The following 2 fixtures were equally as disappointing. We hosted
   Pulborough one week and took a trip to Three Bridges the next. Both
   fixtures produced poor batting performances from us, scoring 143 and
   118 respectively. Neither Pulborough nor Three Bridges struggled to
   chase those disappointing totals down, reaching them with ease.
   The following fixture was at home to St James Montefiore. Again, the
   weather intervened resulting in a total wash out with no play. Having
   not won a game for 4 fixtures and picking up minimal points, this saw
   us in an extremely precarious position with the danger of relegation.
   The final fixture against bottom of the table Sidley was a must win
   game. We arrived at Sidley knowing a win would be enough to survive;
   even 10 points could have been
   enough depending on what other teams did around us. I felt the right
   option was to try and win the game and our best chance of doing that
   was to bowl them out and chase down whatever they scored. Fifty over’s
   later when they were 289 for 6, the decision to put them in didn’t
   seem all that great! However, a decent track with small boundaries,
   that total was certainly achievable. We replied with our best team
   batting performance of the season. Bradley B came to the party with a
   great knock of 86 from 84 balls, until he ran himself out trying to
   nick the strike! Jack scratched
   around for 45 until he tried to whip one too many! It was great to see
   Toby K back who scored an effortless 39 until holing out on the
   boundary to a fielder who wasn’t even watching the game! Glen B scored
   a great 58 from 33 balls before giving it away! Which left Graham M
   (37*) and Dan B (9*) to see us home with 4.2 over’s to spare. We won
   the game comfortably by 6 wickets which confirmed our survival.
   The village knock out competition culminated in a disappointing end.
   Having won the regional final with an excellent bowling and fielding
   performance we were drawn at home to Mistley CC (Essex). Unfortunately
   are batting let us down again and we didn’t score enough runs. Despite
   a valiant effort with the ball we came up short. We definitely didn’t
   perform as I know we can in this competition. However, the makeup of
   the side has the ability to do extremely well in this format of the
   game. I expect to progress further in this competition next season.
   Watch this space!
   As I mentioned at the beginning of my report it was a mixed season
   with some highs and lows. We certainly didn’t play to our full
   potential as a lot of our performances throughout the season
   suggested. Having said that, there were a number of positive signs
   that indicated we were more than capable of holding our own at this
   level. Although the league was extremely close, to finish 6th having
   just been promoted was a great effort. We must learn and scrap hard as
   a team when our backs are against the walls - too often we capitulated
   with the bat and accepted defeat too easily. If we want to compete at
   this level we must learn from our mistakes and not just continue
   to make the same ones! On a more positive note, the ability and talent
   within the side is unquestionable and I have every faith that this
   will shine through, and lead The Horses to a successful and enjoyable
   2013.
   James Iago.
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