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   Austin
   Le 31 mai 2019
   Allocution de M. Alexis ANDRES
   Consul Général de France à Houston
   Remise de la Légion d’Honneur à
   David FLEMING
   Dear veteran, Très cher
   David FLEMING
   Dear Friends,
   Thank you for being here today, just a few days before the 75th
   anniversary of the D-Day, a day that forever changed the curse of
   history and marked the beginning of the end of WWII and the
   predominance of liberty and freedom on totalitarianism.
   I am very thankful that you are all here when I shall present the
   medal of the Legion of Honor, the most prestigious French national
   order, to a most commendable American veteran of World War II.
   The history of the award stems back to 1802, after all French orders
   of Chivalry were abolished during the French Revolution.
   Napoleon Bonaparte, who was then the First Consul of the First French
   Republic, instituted a new order as a way to recognize merit, the
   National Order of the Legion of Honor: this was meant to reward
   civilians and soldiers who had achieved great things in the service of
   France.
   Since its creation, the award has remained the highest, most
   prestigious, decoration in France. It is given solely as a recognition
   of merit or bravery, being open to men and women of all ranks and
   professions.
   A few years ago, France decided to follow a more active policy of
   awarding this medal to the American veterans of WWII. As one more
   symbol of our strong friendship that has endured for centuries.
   A friendship that was forged in Yorktown, Virginia, on American soil
   more than 230 years ago. A friendship that was renewed in the crucible
   of the trenches in the Meuse, Belleau Wood and the Marne Valley a
   century ago and once again on the bloody beaches of Normandy or during
   the terrible winter of the battle of the Bulge!
   An unbreakable friendship that has never disappointed or been
   undermined.
   And, not surprisingly, a very significant part of these veterans were
   identified here, in Texas; because Texas has a long tradition of
   fighting for freedom and standing against tyranny; because this State
   paid a very heavy toll, during WWII: 750 000 Texans served during
   WWII, 20 000 never returned home; more than 1,5 million troops were
   trained in TX before being sent to the battlefront. 2 Texans were
   among the most decorated WWII soldiers. And D-Day started with the
   most famous “OK, let’s go” emanating from General Dwight D.
   Eisenhower.
   Also, because the French – Texan friendship has very deep historical
   roots.
   Not very far from here, in Austin, still stands the French Legation, a
   house built by Alphonse Dubois de Saligny. Alphonse Dubois de Saligny
   had been sent, in 1839, as the envoy of France to the newly
   independent Republic of Texas. He negotiated a Treaty of Amity,
   Navigation and Commerce between France and the Republic of Texas,
   which was signed on the 25th of September, 1839.
   With this treaty, France became the first European State to declare
   itself an ally of the new independent Texan Republic.
   And, as we are all gathered here, to bestow officially the Legion of
   Honor award to David Fleming, it seems to me very important to recall
   how close our two Nations are and how deeply those ties run.
   More than two centuries after France’s engagement in America’s
   Revolutionary War, more than a century after the United States entered
   the war alongside France in 1917, and seventy-five years after the
   D-DAY, this brotherhood between our countries endures. Side by side,
   we are waging the difficult battle against radical Islamist terrorism.
   The quality of the cooperation between our armies has reached
   unprecedented levels. Operationally, we share responsibilities for
   optimum effectiveness. In the Sahel, France is the leader; it knows it
   can count on American support whenever necessary in the crucial areas
   of intelligence and logistics. In the Levant, France is a “team
   member” within the U.S.-led coalition. What a tragic symbol that,
   earlier this month, two elite French soldiers, Cédric de Pierrepont
   and Alain Bertoncello gave their lives while freeing at the same time
   2 French, 1 American and 1 Korean hostages from the fanatic hands of
   djihadists.
   I would now like to turn to this gentleman, here today. The reason for
   this gathering is to declare him officially, “Chevalier de la Légion
   d’Honneur”: “Knight of the Legion of Honor.”
   “Knight”… What a strange title, in the 21st century… What does it mean
   to be a “knight”, today? Ideas of horses and swords are very commonly
   associated with knights, but even if horses are very common in Texas,
   we don’t see many knights... In fact, I believe that being a knight
   refers to a very basic concept, a concept that has remained untouched
   for centuries. Receiving the title of “knight” means that you have
   demonstrated Virtue, Bravery, and strong Commitment to a Noble Cause.
   Sir, during World War Two and the liberation of France you displayed
   these 3 concepts in a most commendable way. Your life and your
   military career prove that “knight” is a rank to which you are
   entitled.
   Today I have the honor to recognize the courage you displayed, so many
   years ago, on a land that was so foreign to you and yet for which you
   were prepared to make the ultimate sacrifice; in the name of the
   French people, I thank you for your personal contribution towards the
   liberation of France.
   Vive la France, vive les Etats-Unis d’Amérique,
   Long live Europe at peace,
   Long live the friendship between France, Europe and the Unites States
   of America
   David FLEMING
   Au nom du Président de la République, nous vous remettons les insignes
   de chevalier de la Légion d’Honneur.
   On behalf of the President of the republic, we bestow you the insignia
   of Chevalier of the Order of the Legion of Honor
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