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                W  hy Shakespeare after 400 years?
   Many students question the reasoning of why Shakespeare is still read
   after 400 years. Below is a list of just a few of the reasons that the
   Bard is still read today.
     1. 
       Reading Shakespeare exposes you to a different style of writing.
       His language is rich and challenging. (He had mad skills with
       words!) If you can read and understand Shakespeare, you can read
       and understand almost anything (although you may still have
       problems in quantum physics).
     2. 
       Although Shakespeare's wrote his plays more than 400 years ago,
       the relevance of their themes and subjects still exists.
       Shakespeare had an incredible understanding of people and human
       nature. You are provided with the opportunity to step into the
       lives of his characters; to feel their emotions and understand
       their motivations, a rewarding experience for anyone. Studying
       Shakespeare will give you a greater understanding of human nature
       and behavior, too.
     3. 
       Despite the difficulty that dated text presents, the passions and
       emotions described by Shakespeare touch the hearts of his readers
       and audience. Exposure to vivid imagery and poetic descriptions
       provides you with a broad knowledge of literary style and
       technique, while serving to develop and improve your writing
       skills. Also, because much of modern literary ideas and writings
       allude to and can be traced back to Shakespeare, familiarity with
       his works can only be an advantage.
     4. 
       What better way to learn about history then by watching a drama?
       Students who study Shakespeare’s plays have a broader view of
       historical events. So vivid is his portrayal of the great
       characters and leading events of history that the names of Caesar,
       Brutus, Antony, Cleopatra, Coriolanus, Troilus, Cressida, and
       others are inseparably linked with the name of Shakespeare.
     5. 
       S hakespeare is like the Steven Spielberg of our time. He
       had a sense of drama and knew what would capture the audience. Any
       study of drama MUST include Shakespeare, since he was THE BEST
       playwright in the world. Did you know he is translated into
       hundreds of languages? He is an international star!
   A study of Shakespeare’s works will challenge and invigorate
   your mind. You will elevate your level of learning to grasp a clear
   understanding of his works. Every nation has its master. Shakespeare
   is the most accessible to English speaking folk. Shakespeare will
   introduce you to the beauty and value of our English literary
   heritage.
   Adapted from: http://www.lessontutor.com/rm2.html and
   http://www.planet.com/Assets/1982.php and me!
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