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                SCHOOLS FORUM
   What is the School Forum?
   The Milton Keynes School Forum is established in accordance with
   Section 47A and 138 (7) of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998
   amended by the Education Act 2005 and The Schools Forums (England)
   Regulations 2012.
   The Schools Forum is a decision making and advisory committee who meet
   to discuss and agree funding issues that affect all schools in Milton
   Keynes. The type of issues considered at these meetings include the
   school’s budget, the school funding formula and other topical issues
   such as deprivation and Early Years funding. Members of the Schools
   Forum are there to consider the needs of the whole Milton Keynes
   education community rather than just representing their own school or
   sector.
   The purpose of the Schools Forum is:-
     * 
       To give schools greater involvement in the distribution of funding
       within their LA
     * 
       To provide schools with a voice in determining the schools budgets
     * 
       To provide support, scrutiny and challenge
     * 
       Advisory/consultative role
     * 
       Decision making role
   Key Decision making role:
     * 
       Must agree any budgets to be de-delegated and held centrally
     * 
       Must agree any changes to the Scheme for Financing Schools
   The Forum shall be consulted annually in respect of the Council’s
   functions relating to the school budget in connection with :
     * 
       Arrangements for the education of pupils with SEN
     * 
       Arrangements for the use of PRU’s and the education of children
       otherwise than at school
     * 
       Arrangements for Early Years Provision
     * 
       Administrative arrangements for the allocation of central
       government grants paid to schools via the authority
     * 
       Any other relevant matters identified by Milton Keynes Council
   There are twenty five members of the Forum comprising the following:
   (a) Twenty elected schools’ representatives (Nursery, Primary,
   Special, Secondary & Academy Heads & Governors) 13 School Members and
   7 Academy members.
   (b) One representative nominated by recognised teachers’ trade unions
   (c) Two representatives nominated by the Diocesan Authorities
   (d) One representative nominated by the Early Years and Childcare
   Strategic Partnership
   (e) One 14-19 Partnership
   Any member of the Forum may nominate an alternate member to attend
   meetings of the Forum in his or her absence. If the alternate member
   would themselves be eligible to be appointed or elected to the Forum
   under the same category as the member, they will be eligible to vote.
   There are at least four meetings of the full Schools Forum held year.
   More meetings are held if the Schools Forum deems it necessary.
   Every question to be decided at a meeting of the Schools Forum will be
   determined by a majority of the votes of members present and voting on
   the question - in the case of an equality of votes the Chair will have
   a second or casting vote. At least ten members must be present for the
   Forum to be quorate.
   When the Schools Forum are consulted or making a decision on items
   such as changes to the funding formula or Scheme for Financing
   Schools, a consultation will have been carried out in advance with all
   Schools, Chairs of Governors and other relevant parties. The responses
   from the consultation are relayed to the Schools Forum to enable them
   to make a decision.
   Further information on the Schools Forum can be found on
   http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/adminandfinance/financialmanagement/schoolsrevenuefunding/schoolsforums
   Papers of previous Milton Keynes Schools Forum meetings can be found
   on
   http://cmis.milton-keynes.gov.uk/CmisWebPublic/CommitteeSelection.aspx
   September 2012
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