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                Upper Moreland
   Primary School
   Kindergarten
   Meet the Teacher Night
   2013-2014
   
   Mrs. Sue Gagliardi
   Section K-6 Room 43
   215-325-1400 ext.4143
   Webpage: www.umtsd.org
   (Click on Primary School, Teachers, Mrs. Gagliardi)
   E-mail: [email protected]
   About the Teacher:
   Professional Background
   Education:
   B.S. in Education: Temple University, 1993
   Certifications: Early Childhood, Elementary, Special Education
   Graduate work in Literacy: Temple University
   Teaching Experience:
   15 years – Elementary/Special Education
   School District of Philadelphia
   Upper Moreland Township School District
   I am originally from South Philadelphia and began teaching in the
   School District of Philadelphia in 1993. I taught special education
   classes for seven years in Philadelphia and then became an at-home
   mother when my son, Ben was born in 2000. My family moved to Upper
   Moreland in 2003 and I returned to teaching when my son started first
   grade in 2006. At that time, I was the Building Substitute at Upper
   Moreland Primary School where I had the opportunity to teach students
   in grades in K-2. I then taught as special education teacher at Upper
   Moreland Intermediate School from 2007-2011. During my time as a
   special education teacher, I also had the opportunity to co-teach
   classes with my grade level partners. This is my third year as a
   kindergarten teacher at the Primary School and I am very happy to work
   with your children this year! My son is beginning 8th grade at Upper
   Moreland Middle School this year. I am happy to have the opportunity
   to be a teacher as well as a resident of Upper Moreland, and I am
   looking forward to working closely with you and teaching your child in
   kindergarten this year!
   Kindergarten School Supplies List
   Nutritious Snack (everyday)
   1 pack of Crayola crayons – box no larger than 24 count
   4 large glue sticks – not liquid glue
   1 pair safety scissors (Fiskar)
   1 box of tissues
   1 bottle of hand sanitizer
   1 bottle of anti-bacterial hand soap
   1 container disinfecting wipes (preferably Clorox brand)
   1 roll of paper towels
   1 lunch box/bag (if needed)
   1 traditional school-sized backpack
   (As a safety precaution we discourage the use of school bags with
   wheels)
   $5.25 Weekly Reader Fee: Please send this fee in cash in a labeled
   envelope by the end of the second week of school. Thank you!
   *In addition to the above supplies, please send in a plastic
   rectangular pencil box for storage of supplies.
   *Please also send a complete change of clothes (including socks and
   underwear) to have on hand if needed. Please send the clothes in a bag
   labeled with your child’s name and section. I will send a reminder to
   update the change of clothes as the seasons change.
   Daily Schedule
   Mrs. Gagliardi K-6 Room 43
   Monday
   Tuesday
   Wednesday
   Thursday
   Friday
   8:40-8:50
   Student Arrival/Attendance/Morning Announcements
   8:50-9:40
   Morning Meeting
   Literacy (Core Time)
   9:40-10:20
   Literacy (Tier Time)
   10:20-11:00
   Literacy (Writing)
   11:00-11:25
   Recess
   11:25-11:50
   Lunch
   11:50-12:50
   Math
   12:50-1:25
   Technology
   Music
   Gym
   Art
   Library
   1:25-2:25
   Snack
   Science/Social Studies
   2:25-2:45
   Literacy (Handwriting)
   Centers
   2:45-3:10
   Dismissal
   *Wednesdays: Gym – wear sneakers
   *Fridays: Library – return book in library bag
   K-6 Classroom Management Plan
   Students at Upper Moreland Primary School learn our Pro-Social Skills
   Model to help guide them in making positive choices for themselves and
   others so that we can establish and maintain a positive learning
   environment for all. The following is a description of the specific
   reward incentive plans within our classroom:
   Whole Class/Small Group Incentive
   “Paw Points”
    
   Students at each table work as a team to earn “paw points” for their
   group. Students are in one of four table groups (zebras, bears,
   tigers, giraffes). Table groups earn their “paw points” for making
   positive choices such as following directions, working together,
   sharing, helping others, using kind words, completing class work, etc.
   When a table group earns 10 “paw points,” the students in that group
   will earn 10 minutes of free-choice center time. These “paw points”
   are numbered 1 -10 and are visually displayed on our class white board
   so students can keep track of how their group is doing. The numbered
   display also provides an additional way of interacting with numbers as
   students learn to recognize the numbers, count and determine how many
   more are needed to make ten. Students will have opportunities to work
   with different peers throughout the year as we change seating
   arrangements. This incentive is designed to encourage students to
   develop their social skills and work together as a team as they
   interact, work and play together.
   Individual Incentive
   “Star Sticks”
   
   In addition to the table group incentive, individual students can earn
   “Star Sticks” for exhibiting positive behaviors and work habits. When
   a student earns 10 “Star Sticks” in his or her “Star Pocket,” he or
   she may choose a treasure box prize or a special time to visit our
   classroom library and read a book to a “stuffed friend.” 
   -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
   Consequences
   The following plan will be utilized if a student chooses not to follow
   directions and classroom rules:
   1st time: Non-verbal and/or verbal redirection
   2nd time: Student goes back to his or her seat or a designated area of
   the room for a brief time-out to regroup and is then invited to return
   to the group when ready. Teacher follows up with discussing the
   behavior of concern with the student and guides the student toward
   more positive choices.
   3rd time: Teacher contacts the student’s parents to discuss the
   behavior of concern and work on a plan to support the student in
   exhibiting more positive behavior and experience greater success in
   school.
   *The school counselor, management assistant and/or principal may also
   be contacted if necessary for more serious behavioral issues (such as
   verbal or physical aggression) or repeated negative behaviors.
   Curriculum
   Math
     * 
       Math Investigations: Investigations is a “hands-on,”
       differentiated approach to exploring mathematics. Students have
       the opportunity to interact with a variety of manipulatives and
       with each other to discover number relationships, counting and
       problem solving skills, etc. Pattern blocks, snap cubes, and
       geometric shapes are just a few of the manipulatives students use
       to explore math concepts. In addition to the concepts provided in
       Investigations, students will also learn about time and money.
         * 
           Math Workshop
   Balanced Literacy
         * 
           Journeys: The Journeys Reading Series is a comprehensive,
           research based, standards aligned curriculum. Journeys is a
           dynamic reading program that appeals to students while
           providing parents and teachers with powerful tools to help
           monitor student progress. The UMPS website and our classroom
           newsletter will connect you with parent materials that will
           keep you informed about what your child is learning in school
           and will suggest ways that you can help to enrich your child’s
           experiences with literacy.
         * 
           Reading Workshop
         * 
           Read Aloud
         * 
           Shared Reading
         * 
           Guided Reading on student reading level
         * 
           Independent Reading (SSR)
         * 
           Word Study (Phonics/Phonemic Awareness)
         * 
           Writing Workshop
         * 
           Kid Writing: Kid Writing is a student-centered approach to
           writing in which students learn about the writing process and
           the foundations to writing sounds, words, and sentences.
           Various activities, techniques, and strategies are used during
           Kid Writing lessons. The main goal of Kid Writing is for the
           student to use his or her sight words, letter-sound
           relationships, and the environment to write. The teacher or
           adult serves as a coach and “underwrites” for the student’s
           writing.
         * 
           Modeled Writing
         * 
           Interactive Writing
         * 
           Independent Writing
         * 
           Journal Writing
         * 
           “Handwriting Without Tears”: A multi-sensory approach to
           teaching handwriting
   Website: http://www.hwtears.com/hwt
   Science
         * 
           Seasons/Weather
         * 
           Sorting/Classifying
         * 
           FOSS: Animals Two by Two
         * 
           Health
   Social Studies
         * 
           Pro-Social (responsibility and honesty, respect and caring,
           patience and perseverance)
         * 
           Nystrom (self and family, holidays, community workers, maps
           and globes)
   --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
   Student Folder:
   Please have your child bring his/her purple folder to school each day.
   This will serve as a communication tool between home and school and
   will contain homework, notes from teacher and parent and any other
   communication. Please check this folder daily and send any
   correspondence to school in the folder. It would be helpful if you
   place important notes and money collection items in the front clear
   view pocket of your child’s folder so they can be seen at a glance
   when your child places his or her folder in the bin each day.
   Homework:
   Regular homework will be given twice as week as follow mid-September:
     * 
       Mondays - Literacy (due on Wednesdays)
     * 
       Wednesdays - Math (due on Fridays)
   *Homework days may be adjusted due to days off from school.
   In addition to these home assignments, it is important to read with
   your child everyday. Your child will begin bringing decodable reading
   books home in a few weeks. These are books the students will have read
   in school and are yours to keep at home and practice with your child.
   *Students will receive a monthly math and reading calendar which can
   be worked on a little at a time throughout the month and kept in the
   student’s purple folder.
   *Students will receive a special “Me Bag” project this week due by
   Wed. Sept. 11th
   Learning Centers:
   Learning Center time is scheduled each day to reinforce and extend
   learning and to develop interpersonal skills, responsibility and
   independence. Learning center time also provides students with
   opportunities to express themselves in creative ways and to explore
   personal interests. Reading and writing experiences are incorporated
   into all of the learning centers. Students rotate through the centers
   while the teacher facilitates, assesses, observes and/or works with
   small guided reading groups.
   Types of Learning Centers in our classroom:
   Library
   Writing Center
   Housekeeping
   Dramatic Play
   ABC/Word Study
   Write the Room
   Construction Center
   Read the Room
   Math Center
   Science Center
   Big Books
   Puzzles/Games
   Music Center
   Poetry/Pocket Chart
   Listening Center
   Art Center
   Absences:
   Note to School Tablet: on website. Please print out this form or
   handwrite your child’s absence note on your own paper and send this
   slip in to school whenever your child is absent.
   Birthdays
   If you wish to celebrate your child’s birthday at school, you may send
   a small treat for the class. Our school encourages the use of our
   cafeteria services for birthday treats due to any possible food
   allergies in the class. Please do not send in party bags or drinks. If
   your child has a summer birthday, we will celebrate his or her half
   birthday. Please let me know when you would like to send in a
   half-birthday treat.
   Star Student of the Week
   A student will be selected each week to be our Star Student of the
   Week. Your child will receive a Star Student folder the week before
   his or her special week. Please help your child fill out the Star
   Student paper which will be used to share special things about your
   child during the week. Your child may also bring in pictures and other
   items to share and display. These items can be placed in the folder
   and/or a special bag.
   Lunch and Snack:
   We will have a separate snack time in the afternoon each day. Please
   send in a small, nutritious snack and drink in a labeled brown bag or
   baggie each day. Please separate your child’s lunch (if packing) from
   his/her snack so that your child does not eat his/her snack during
   lunch. Please use the menu posted on our website to talk with your
   child about lunch choices each day.
   Bus Tags/Transportation:
   Please have your child wear his/her “sunshine” tag to school each day
   for the first two weeks of school.
   Scholastic Book Clubs:
   Your child will receive Scholastic Book Clubs flyers each month with a
   wonderful selection of books and other educational and fun items at
   reasonable prices. Orders may be placed online at www.scholastic.com/bookclubs.
   Our class activation code is J7DW6 or you may send your order into
   school with a check made payable to Scholastic Book Clubs. Our
   ordering information is also posted on our class webpage. Checks only
   please.
   K-6 Wish List:
   *Please label any wish list donations so I know they are for this
   purpose. Thank you! 
     * 
       Small items for our treasure box (stickers, erasers, pencils,
       etc.)
     * 
       Play-Doh (any colors)
     * 
       Ziplock bags (snack, sandwich and gallon size bags)
     * 
       Small items for our Alphabet Boxes (to fit in a shoe box)
     * 
       Gently used books for our classroom library
     * 
       Children’s magazines (Highlights, Your Big Backyard, Ladybug,
       etc.),
     * 
       Fun stationery products (special paper, fun pencils, markers,
       stickers, envelopes, blank books, adding machine tape, rubber
       stamps, etc.) for our writing center
   Parent-Teacher Conferences
     * 
       Please sign up tonight for Fall Conferences: November 25-27
     * 
       Parent-Teacher conferences occur twice during the school year.
       (November and April)
     * 
       Report cards will be issued in December, March and June
   HSA School Fundraiser Programs
   Please visit the HSA section of the Primary School website to learn
   about great ways you can help support our school programs through
   Giant and Target Shopping Rewards, Box Tops for Education, Campbell’s
   Soup labels and printer cartridge donations. Thank you for your
   support!
   Website: www.umtsd.org
   Class Website: Webpage: www.umtsd.org
   (Click on Primary School, Teachers, Mrs. Gagliardi)
     * 
       Updated regularly with information about our school and our
       classroom
     * 
       We’d like to include pictures of students on our webpage. Please
       put your request in writing if you prefer not to have your child’s
       photo on our webpage.
     * 
       Weekly classroom newsletters posted on our webpage each Monday and
       emailed to your current email address.
     * 
       Please check the Primary School website and our class webpage
       often for important information and to see what’s happening in our
       class!
     * 
       Remember to sign up for eCommunicator to receive important
       information.
     * 
       Please sign the sheet in our classroom tonight if you are not able
       to print at home and require hard copies of school announcements.
     * 
       Virtual Backpack through eCommunicator- each Monday and Thursday
     * 
       Before/Afterschool Program info., Menu, Note to School Tablet,
       Lunch on the Go available to print from website
     * 
       Please be sure to note the email address you use on a regular
       basis on the sign-in sheet this evening
   Please join us at our Primary School Fall Fest!
   Friday, Sept. 27th
   4:30 PM - 7:30 PM
   More information to come!
   Thank you so much for attending this evening! I am looking forward to
   working closely with you as we set off for a wonderful year of growth
   and learning with your child!
   Mrs. Gagliardi 
   10
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