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                FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Stephanie McCorkle
   October 27, 2003 Director of Communications
   1 (888) 516-NEWS
   Fires Still Threaten Southern California Transmission Lines
   California ISO Urges Consumers to Reduce Demand for Electricity
   (Folsom, CA) The Southern California firestorm continues to threaten
   high voltage transmission lines from San Diego to the Ventura County
   area. At this time, only one non-critical transmission line in San
   Diego remains out of service, but others in the region are threatened.
   The ISO has dispatched additional generators in Southern California so
   there is enough energy available to meet the expected demand.
   Additionally, one of two large power plant units that tripped out of
   service yesterday in the Ventura area is back in service today.
   Even though electrical supply is adequate, the loss of key
   transmission lines can prevent power from getting to customers,
   possibly causing a power outage. Reducing the demand for energy can
   reduce the number of customers that might suffer an outage if
   transmission lines do trip out of service. The California ISO is
   asking all electrical customers in Southern California to reduce usage
   today, especially over the peak hours between 1:00 and 6:00 p.m.
   However, due to poor air quality in the region because of heavy smoke,
   residents may need to continue to use their air conditioner today to
   prevent health problems. The ISO suggests other ways to conserve
   power, including turning off unneeded lights and appliances, turning
   off pool filters and pumps, turning off sprinklers, and avoiding use
   of washers, dryers and dishwashers through the peak afternoon hours.
   The ISO is coordinating with area utilities, and has an employee in
   the California Department of Forestry office in Sacramento to ensure
   that key information flows in both directions.
   Weather forecasts indicate conditions should be improving by late
   Tuesday.
   --more--
   10-27 Fires 2-2-2-2
   The California ISO is a not-for-profit public benefit corporation
   charged with managing the flow of electricity along California’s
   open-market wholesale power grid. The mission of the California ISO is
   to safeguard the reliable delivery of electricity, and ensure equal
   access to a 25,000 circuit miles of “electron highway”. As the
   impartial operator of the wholesale power grid in the state, the
   California ISO conducts a small portion of the bulk power markets.
   These markets are used to allocate space on the transmission lines,
   maintain operating reserves and match supply with demand in real time.
   #####
   GF/10/27/03 Media Hotline: 888 516-NEWS
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