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                Environmental Forum – Thursday 26 July 2007
   Environmental Co-ordinators Report
   HEF Biodiversity Partnership Group (BPG)
     * 
       The UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) targets were reviewed at the
       end of last year so there are now standard types of BAP targets,
       with standard units, for habitats and species action plans, with a
       timescale of up to 2030.
     * 
       Following this national review, the Regional Biodiversity Forum is
       to reassess their habitat targets with policy subgroups developing
       a template for each county to follow. Presently the Herts BAP
       targets only go to 2010.
     * 
       The Herts and Middlesex Wildlife Trust are leading on the otter
       Species Action Plan (SAP), which was revised in 2004. Their first
       priority will be to carry out a number of river corridor surveys
       to establish distribution and identify restrictions to their
       movements.
     * 
       The Black-necked Grebe SAP is also due to be revised. It currently
       only breeds at one Hertfordshire site and it failed to breed last
       year.
     * 
       Herts County Show – the theme was a village green setting with
       central activities including rural craft demonstrations and bird
       box making.
   UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP)
     * 
       The proposed revised UK BAP list of priority species and habitats
       is to be put to Ministers before it is formally adopted as the new
       UK list. It can currently be viewed at
       http://www.ukbap.org.uk/bapgrouppage.aspx?id=112
     * 
       Points from the Executive Summary include:
     * 
       The UK list of priority species and habitats presented in the
       paper
   contains 1149 species and 67 habitats in 65 plans.
     * 
       The current list of UK BAP priority species, identified 10 years
       ago
   includes 577 species, the majority of which have been reselected.
     * 
       All original priority habitats have been reselected and additional
   habitats have raised terrestrial habitats from 32 to 40 and marine
   habitats from 17 to 25.
     * 
       For each of the 1149 species up to three priority actions and some
   additional supporting actions were identified and ‘signposted’ to a
   broad means of implementation. These were research, additional
   surveillance and monitoring, wider actions (including agricultural
   measures, forestry management and water quality management),
   improvements in priority habitat extent or condition, site specific
   action
   (at named sites), conservation management to benefit the single
   species or legal protection.
   Hertfordshire Environmental Forum – Joint Steering Group
     * 
       There has not been a Hertfordshire Environmental Forum Joint
       Steering Group meeting since the last District Environmental
       Forum.
   Wildlife Sites
     * 
       At the annual Wildlife Sites Ratification Meeting, between
       Hertfordshire Biological Records Centre, Herts and Middlesex
       Wildlife Trust and Natural England (formerly English Nature), the
       following occurred for Hertfordshire:
     * 
       Nine new Wildlife Sites were ratified.
     * 
       One Wildlife Site was de-selected.
     * 
       Five sites met additional criteria to that for which they were
       originally selected.
     * 
       Four major boundary amendments.
     * 
       Two site name changes.
     * 
       One of the new Wildlife Sites is in Three Rivers – Moor Wood which
       has been designated for its 1.06ha broadleaved woodland. It is a
       privately owned site in Bedmond.
     * 
       One of the recent name changes relates to a site in Chorleywood –
       Horns Wood will now be known as Home Wood/Round Spring.
   The Rickmansworth Festival – 19 and 20 May
   ------------------------------------------
     * 
       Successful event with between 20 000 and 30 000 visitors.
     * 
       Highlights included a flyover by the RAF Red Arrows, almost 100
       boats lining the towpath, live music, the floating classroom with
       guest speakers, the boat tug of war, traders and stall holders, an
       animal farm, Sovereign the Shire horse from the Chiltern open Air
       Museum and, of course, the Environment Fair with around 30 groups.
     * 
       Dates for next year are 17 and 18 May.
   Local Nature Reserves (LNRs)
   ----------------------------
     * 
       There are two new LNRs as of June this year – Rickmansworth
       Aquadrome and Chorleywood House Estate. The declaration reflects
       the importance of the sites in terms of wildlife and their value
       to the community.
     * 
       There are now six Council owned and managed Local Nature Reserves.
     * 
       Volunteer Days: The Friends of Croxley Common Moor meet on the
       second Sunday of each month. The group has just finished their
       summer programme with tasks including ragwort pulling and guided
       walks. They will begin the winter programme of scrub bashing in
       September.
     * 
       A local group from the Croxley Business Park, General Electric,
       came to Croxley Common Moor as part of their ‘global volunteering
       week’. They spent two days carrying out a variety of tasks
       including vegetation clearance, litter picking, ragwort pulling
       and bench building.
     * 
       A guided walk and dawn chorus have taken place at The Withey Beds
       LNR.
     * 
       Regular volunteer days are held in Oxhey Woods by Watford Rural
       Conservation Volunteers as well as the Countryside Management
       Services (CMS).
     * 
       Various projects have taken place at the LNRs:
     * 
       A boardwalk has recently been completed at The Withey Beds LNR.
       The whole site, including the areas underwater, are now accessible
       all year round. The boardwalk also permits a circular walk to be
       completed around the LNR.
     * 
       Around 30 cows are currently grazing Croxley Common Moor LNR.
     * 
       Footpath improvements have taken place to a particularly muddy
       stretch of footpath in Oxhey Woods LNR.
     * 
       The summer programme of children’s activities is just about to
       start and includes craft sessions, bug hunting, kick sampling and
       the like.
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