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   Invitation
   
   Dear Madam,
   Dear Sir,
   The works on the pump and hydro-electric power plant on the lock
   complex in Ham have been in progress for some time now. The Archimedes
   screws will be delivered on Thursday September 27th. It is the first
   time that such colossal screws are used. This is an unique opportunity
   to see such screws up close.
   With a diameter of 4.30 meters and a length of 22 meters, these are
   probably the biggest jack-screws in the world for such an application.
   The screws are placed in a pump installation and a hydro-electric
   power plant on the Albert Canal at the lock complex of Ham.
   These screws are so large that a special transport on the road to Ham
   would cause a lot of inconvenience. The combination jack-screw / truck
   weighs about 120 tons.
   Even when performing major infrastructure projects nv De Scheepvaart
   wishes, if possible, to use the waterway as it is an environmentally
   friendly transport mode. Therefore, the four vast screws are loaded on
   a ship at Roeselare and transported by water to Ham.
   With the new installation at Ham nv De Scheepvaart stores two birds
   with one stone. On the one hand the pumps ensure that the water in the
   Albert Canal is maintained in periods of drought and that water saving
   measures to other water users may be delayed. On the other hand the
   plant generates renewable energy when there is sufficient amount of
   water available.
   The construction of this installation receives support from the
   European Amice project that supports initiatives in the context of
   climate change. By the end of the year the plant in Ham will be ready
   to use. In March 2012, the work on an analog system at the lock
   complex of Olen started. At a later stage nv De Scheepvaart will also
   build installations at the lock complexes of Genk, Diepenbeek, Hasselt
   and Wijnegem.
   nv De Scheepvaart invites you to attend the delivery of these screws.
   This event takes place at the lock of Ham, Meerhoutstraat 44A, 3945
   Ham. Please confirm your attendance before September 20th 2012 at +32
   (0) 11 29 84 87 or send an email to [email protected].
   Program
   10:30 am Reception
   11.00 am Presentation
   Ir. Koen Maeghe, Head of the Departement of Waterway Management:
   explanation on the project
   Ing. Kathleen Moesse, project engineer: technical realization
   12:00 am Lunch
   01:30 pm Tour
   02:00 pm Official moment with delegation of the government
   Sincerely,
   
   Erik Portugaels
   Managing Director
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