  
    
        
      
        
          
            
   
            
  FusionPDF

          

          

          
          
          
        

      
      
       
      
        
            
        

          Menu

          	Home
	DMCA
	Privacy Policy
	Contacto


      
 
      
         Menu

      

    

    

    
    
      
                 
          
            
              Then Who Is Responsible? Dr Yitzchok Levine Department Of

			    

            

          

        

      

    

     

      
    
      
                  
          
            
         
               

         
              then who is responsible? dr. yitzchok levine department of mathematical sciences stevens institute of technology hoboken, nj 07030

             
                Then Who is Responsible?
   Dr. Yitzchok Levine
   Department of Mathematical Sciences
   Stevens Institute of Technology
   Hoboken, NJ 07030
   [email protected]
   http://personal.stevens.edu/~llevine
   The December 13, 2006 issue of the Hamodia featured on pages A 4 - 5
   what I felt was an interesting and important article about kashrus. It
   discussed the efforts of Chamah, an acronym for Chavrah Mevakshei
   Hakashrus, composed of individuals who are concerned about today’s
   kashrus standards. The article stated that this group “has been
   successful in developing a solution-oriented approach, initiating a
   project that will directly impact the kashrus of the food we eat,
   specifically at our simchos.” Their proposal requires that the
   Mashgiach complete a detailed form regarding the specifics of the
   products used and how the food was prepared.
   In truth I do not know how successful the efforts of this Monsey based
   group have been. However, from a recent experience of mine, I think
   that I can say that no matter how successful they have been, there is
   much more to be done in the area of guaranteeing that the kashrus at
   our Smachos is what it should be.
   Not long ago my wife and I went to a Vort held in a hall in a shul.
   From the approximate six foot height of the mechitza it was clear that
   this hall is looking to attract a Chareidi clientele. Shortly after I
   entered the men’s side of the hall, I saw a waiter. I went over to him
   and asked, “Who is the caterer at this affair?” He replied, “There is
   no caterer. There is a party planner.” This, of course, gave me no
   information regarding who was supervising the kashrus of the food that
   was being served.
   Then I saw a sign on the wall that said, “The _____ Hall is not
   responsible for the kashrus of any food served here.” I interpret this
   statement to mean that the Rov of this shul provides absolutely no
   guidelines regarding which caterers are permitted to make affairs in
   this hall! Anyone who rents the place can bring in whatever caterer
   they want with whatever standards he or she has. We all know that
   there are a variety of kashrus standards, and it precisely for this
   reason that many rabbonim have a policy that they must okay any
   caterer who will come into their shul.
   So, I have to ask those who rent out this hall, “If you are not
   responsible for the kashrus of the food served in it, then who is? Do
   you not have a responsibility to set standards?”
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