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                I n-Depth Observation
   Name(s):
   Date:
   Observer:
   Time:
   Age at date of observation:
   Location:
   What did the child do/say?
   Jake collected masking tape and scissors. He found the end, pulled a
   long length and rested it on the edge of a table to carefully cut. He
   stuck the end to the leg of a chair and connected it to another chair.
   He repeated this process lower down on the legs of the chairs. I asked
   ‘What are you doing?’ He replied ‘I’m making a bus’. He then repeated
   the process with 2 more chairs. Mark was watching Jake. He collected
   another roll of masking tape, found the end and carefully wound it
   around all 4 chairs. ‘Look, it’s all stuck’ he said. Jake and Mark
   giggled. Jake said ‘We need the driver’. He looked around the room and
   fetched a low level adult chair, placing it at the front. ‘The driver
   needs a big chair’, he said. I asked, ‘Is there anything else you
   need?’ Mark said ‘people’ and Jake said ‘the driving wheel’. Jake
   collected a weaving ring, said ‘driver’s wheel’ and sat in the
   driver’s chair. Mark sat behind ‘All aboard’ he shouted. Two more
   children sat in the chairs. Jake said ‘We need another one.’ He looked
   at me and said ‘you sit down’. ‘Where are we going?’ I asked. Mark
   answered ‘shops’. 3 more children came over. ‘No space’ said Mark. I
   asked ‘what can you do?’ ‘Bigger bus’ answered Jake. ‘Get chairs’ said
   Mark. The 3 children collected chairs. ‘No’ said Jake ‘it’s not safe!’
   He and Mark worked together to unwind the masking tape and carefully
   stuck all the chairs together. ‘Ready now’ said Jake.
   
   This is significant as it’s the first time these children (48 mths and
   38 mths) have worked together and focussed for an extended period of
   time. The observation covers several Characteristics of Effective
   Learning and Areas of Learning.
   This observation can be photocopied and put in both children’s
   learning journeys (with the other name blocked out if necessary).
   Characteristics of Effective Learning
   Playing & Exploring
     * 
       Finding out & exploring
     * 
       Playing with what they know
     * 
       Being willing to have a go
   Active Learning
     * 
       Being involved & concentrating
     * 
       Keeping trying
     * 
       Enjoying achieving what they do
   Creativity & Critical Thinking
     * 
       Having their own ideas
     * 
       Making links
     * 
       Choosing ways to do things
   Prime Areas
   PSED
     * 
       Making relationships
     * 
       Self confidence and self awareness
     * 
       Managing feelings and behaviour
   Physical
     * 
       Moving and handling
     * 
       Health and self-care
   Communication & Language
     * 
       Listening and attention
     * 
       Understanding
     * 
       Speaking
   Specific Areas
   Literacy
     * 
       Reading
     * 
       Writing
   Mathematics
     * 
       Numbers
     * 
       Shape, space and measures
   Understanding the World
     * 
       People and communities
     * 
       The world
     * 
       Technology
   Expressive Arts and Design
     * 
       Exploring and using media and materials
     * 
       Being imaginative
   Parent/carer/child comments:
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