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                MERCY AND EVANGELIZATION
   Working on the street and in the squatter camps, having experienced
   misery and poverty, acknowledging the causes of it at personal and
   social level we may ask:
   What is mercy? What is the relationship between mercy and
   evangelization? What does mercy mean facing social and personal sin,
   injustice and violence?
   We might find difficult to give adequate answer to these questions and
   to understand the origin and presence of sin in human history.
   From the Bible we learned that God is Love. His Love created the
   Universe, the Earth-Planet. This Love shaped the earthly environment
   and this Love formed the human being. But also from the Bible we know
   that this divine loving plan went wrong somehow. Disintegration,
   misunderstanding, suspicion and egoism appeared and started to destroy
   everything around the human being and even himself and herself. This
   destruction would be called sin. Sin has only one objective: to freeze
   and destroy love, to create barrier for the love, to separate the
   Creator from His creature.
   Taking departure from that process God has been struggling for us, and
   his Love turned to MERCY. Mercy is the love that reposes, bows and
   turns down into the human misery. “Believing in this love means
   believing in mercy. For mercy is an indispensable dimension of love;
   it is as it were love's second name…”. (Dives in Misericordia, 7)
   The mercy-love became incarnated and personalized in God’s Son Jesus
   Christ. ‘Especially through His lifestyle and through His actions,
   Jesus revealed that love is present in the world in which we live - an
   effective love, a love that addresses itself to man and embraces
   everything that makes up his humanity. This love makes itself
   particularly noticed in contact with suffering, injustice and poverty
   - in contact with the whole historical "human condition," which in
   various ways manifests man's limitation and frailty, both physical and
   moral. It is precisely the mode and sphere in which love manifests
   itself that in biblical language is called "mercy."’ (Dives in
   Misericordia, 3)
   The Brazilian National Bishop Conference (CNBB) in their document on
   evangelization found this relation between Mercy and Evangelization:
   “Evangelizing for the Church is not else but to do what Jesus did: To
   express, through words and actions, the merciful love and compassion
   to all. Especially to the small ones, to the poor, to the needy and to
   those who are forgotten by our unjust and excluding society.” (General
   Directions to Evangelizing Action – DGAE – Doc 61,73)
   If we want to summarize what we have learnt from above we would say:
   (1) Mercy is the love that reposes, bows and turns down into the human
   misery. (2) Evangelize: to make happening Jesus’ compassion and
   merciful love.
   Now we discovered something very important. This gives us joy and hope
   and encourages us. This sends us to evangelize in “opportune and
   inopportune” situations and environment in order to transmit our joy
   and hope and to encourage those who live in darkness. Christ loves
   you, Christ came to you and for you Christ is the path, the truth and
   the life. (See: Jn 14, 6) Therefore announcing the Good News cannot
   happen only verbally, but also by actions that make realized what is
   being announced. This announcement has got a creative power.
   MERCY
   -----
   “I, the Lord, am a God who is full of compassion and pity, who is not
   easily angered and who shows great love and faithfulness.” (Exodus 34,
   6)
   “But you, O Lord, are a merciful and loving God, always patient,
   always kind and faithful.” (Psalms 86, 15)
   To define the mercy the books of Old Testament use two
   words/expressions. Each of them has a different nuance.
   First there is the term hesed, which indicates a profound attitude of
   "goodness." When this is established between two individuals, they do
   not just wish each other well; they are also faithful to each other by
   virtue of an interior commitment, and therefore also by virtue of a
   faithfulness to themselves. Since "hesed" also means grace or love,
   this occurs precisely on the basis of this fidelity.
   When in the Old Testament the word "hesed" is used of the Lord, this
   always occurs in connection with the covenant that God established
   with Israel. This covenant was, on God's part, a gift and a grace for
   Israel. The juridical commitment on God's part ceased to oblige
   whenever Israel broke the covenant and did not respect its conditions.
   But precisely at this point, "hesed," in ceasing to be a juridical
   obligation, revealed its deeper aspect: it showed itself as what it
   was at the beginning, that is, as love that gives, love more powerful
   than betrayal, grace stronger than sin.
   The fruits of this love are forgiveness and restoration to grace, the
   reestablishment of the interior covenant.
   The second word is rahamim. While "hesed" highlights the marks of
   fidelity to self and of "responsibility for one's own love" (which are
   in a certain sense masculine characteristics), "rahamim," in its very
   root, denotes the love of a mother (rehem = mother's womb). From the
   deep and original bond — indeed the unity — that links a mother to her
   child there springs a particular relationship to the child, a
   particular love. Of this love one can say that it is completely
   gratuitous, not merited, and that in this aspect it constitutes an
   interior necessity: an exigency of the heart. rahamim generates a
   whole range of feelings, including goodness and tenderness, patience
   and understanding; that is, readiness to forgive. (Viscera
   misericordiae.)
   The Old Testament attributes to the Lord precisely these
   characteristics when it uses the term "rahamim" in speaking of Him. We
   read in Isaiah: "Can a woman forget her suckling child, that she
   should have no compassion on the son of her womb? Even those may
   forget, yet I will not forget you" (Is. 49, 15).
   If we look at the painting of Rembrandt, The Prodigious Son, the hands
   of the father reveal these two characteristics of mercy. Mercy is a
   mother womb that welcomes without conditions and also the vigorous
   love of a father that stimulates an answer of love that overcomes any
   justice.
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