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                Bassetlaw Astronomical Society
   Constellation of the Month
   Orion
   
   The “Hunter” is an unmistakeable constellation and it dominates the
   mid winter evening sky. The constellation represents the giant Orion
   and it certainly has the outline of an enormous figure holding up a
   club and a shield. Fiery red Betelgeuse and bright electric blue
   Rigel, are its brightest stars. The stars of the “Belt” direct the
   observer to Sirius, the brightest star in the evening sky. Close to
   Rigel is the curved line of stars marking the starting point of
   Eridanus the”River”.
   Some interesting details
   Betelgeuse (α) is a red giant with over 160 million times the volume
   of our Sun. It is M1 spectral class, lying 540 light years distant.
   Rigel (β) is a blue/white supergiant and it has a faint companion
   which is visible using a modest telescope. It has spectral class B8
   and lies 910 light years distant.
   Bellatrix (γ) is a blue/white star, B2 spectral class, lying 360 light
   years distant.
   Mintaka (δ) is a blue/white star, B2 spectral class, lying 2300 light
   years distant.
   Alnilam (ε) is a B0 spectral class star lying 1200 light years
   distant.
   Alnitak (ζ) is a triple star composed of 2 very closely connected
   stars and a third which lies nearby. The stars are all hot blue/white
   (O and B spectral class) and lie 1300 light years distant.
   Saiph (κ) is a blue/white star of incredible luminosity; it is 5000
   times more luminous than our Sun and lies 2100 light years distant.
   The Great Orion Nebula (M42) is visible without optical aid and is
   well seen using binoculars. The nebula is a cloud of gas and dust in
   space in which bright hot young stars are forming in. There are 4
   bright stars termed “the trapezium, due to their shape, at the heart
   of the nebula and these are able to be seen using a modest telescope.
   Orion is seen to stand on top of the Lepus (The Hare), which is a
   rather dim constellation which is often hidden behind the glow of
   streetlights. Lepus is quite easy to view if you have a clear southern
   horizon with minimal light pollution.
   www.bassetlawastro.org
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