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   Narration
   The Academic Paragraph and the Paragraph Outline
   ENGL501_W4. 4.3.1. Narratives
   Topic: The Academic Paragraph and the Paragraph Outline
   Slide 1
   Writing can be very stressful, but once you get acquainted with a
   series of steps that will help you become a better writer, you will
   feel less overwhelmed. This workshop will introduce you to these steps
   and provide you with the knowledge you need to begin your writing
   process. Enjoy!
   Slide 2
   The academic paragraph is a well constructed paragraph that consists
   of topic sentences, body sentences, and concluding sentences.
   The topic sentence is usually at the beginning of the paragraph and
   the body sentences are those sentences that contain the supporting
   sentences.
   The second and third sentences are called supporting sentences. They
   are called supporting because they support or explain the idea
   expressed in the topic sentence.
   The concluding sentences are those that summarize the paragraph and
   are found at the end of the paragraph. Not all academic paragraphs
   contain concluding sentences, especially if the paragraph is very
   short. However, if your paragraph is very long, it is a good idea to
   include a concluding sentence.
   Slide 3
   A topic sentence expresses the main idea in a paragraph. It is usually
   found at the beginning of the paragraph, it contains a specific topic,
   and a controlling idea. The controlling idea is what you want to say
   about the topic. For example: People can avoid burglaries by taking
   certain precautions. Avoiding burglaries would be the topic and the
   precautions would be the controlling idea. When writing your topic
   sentence, you should keep in mind that a good topic sentence states an
   opinion that is backed up with details and examples. Your topic
   sentence should be clear and interesting. We want the reader to
   understand what we will be talking about, but we also want him/her to
   enjoy themselves.
   Slide 4
   In the following topic sentences the topic and the controlling idea
   are clearly stated.
   Example one: Topic: Being an only child
   Controlling idea: The advantages of this
   Example two: Topic: A 2.0 average university requirement
   Controlling Idea: Reasons for
   Slide 5
   In the following topic sentences the topic and the controlling idea
   are clearly stated.
   Example three: Topic: Air pollution in Mexico City
   Controlling Idea: Number of reasons for
   Example Four: Topic: Fixing a flat tire
   Controlling Idea: Steps to follow
   Example Five: Topic: Travel between US and Europe
   Controlling Idea: Ways to enjoy
   Don’t forget that it’s a lot easier to write if you know what you are
   going to write about! A clearly stated topic sentence will help the
   reader understand what you have to say.
   Slide 6
   Supporting sentences are also known as the body of the paragraph.
   These sentences are found right after the topic sentence. Supporting
   sentences are sentences that sustain the main idea of the paragraph.
   These sentences give the writer a chance to prove with specific
   details, examples, and other information what he/she is trying to
   state, allowing better comprehension for the reader.
   Slide7
   This is an example of how supporting sentences are used in a
   paragraph. Let’s look at the slide. If you read the paragraph you’ll
   see that it is talking about the three reasons (controlling idea) why
   Canada (topic) is one of the best countries in the world to live. As
   you can see, the first sentence in this paragraph is the topic
   sentence: There are three reasons why Canada is one of the best
   countries in the world to live. The sentences that are in bold are the
   supporting sentences. These sentences explain why Canada is one of the
   best countries in the world. Without these sentences we wouldn’t be
   able to understand the topic sentence. Finally, the last sentence in
   this paragraph is the concluding sentence. We’ll be discussing the
   concluding sentence in the next slide.
   Slide 8
   A conclusion is a sentence that is needed to show that the writer has
   completed what he/she has to say. It is the sentence that summarizes
   or restates the main idea. You should keep in mind that you cannot
   include a new topic in your conclusion. If your topic is about
   grandparents, you can’t end it talking about grandchildren.
   Introducing a new topic can confuse the reader and weaken the ending
   of your paragraph. In the next slide you’ll see an example of a
   concluding sentence.
   Slide 9
   The following paragraph talks about a lady named Carmen Suarez. The
   topic sentence is Carmen Suarez has had an exciting and stressful
   year. The rest of the sentences are the supporting sentences because
   they explain the events that have made her year both exciting and
   stressful. Finally, the sentence that is in bold is the concluding
   sentence. This sentence restates that Carmen’s year has been both
   exciting and stressful. In this example you can confirm that a
   concluding sentence is what summarizes what the author wrote about.
   Slide10
   The academic paragraph consists of a topic sentence, body sentences,
   and concluding sentences. The topic sentences are usually at the
   beginning of the paragraph, the body sentences are those sentences
   that contain the supporting sentences, and the concluding sentences
   are those that summarize the paragraph and are found at the end of the
   paragraph. In order for you write a good academic paragraph there are
   several things you should always keep in mind:
   1. Select a topic and make sure you create a key question for your
   topic.
   2. After you have asked your question you should answer it.
   3. Write your topic sentence.
   4. Your topic sentence should be the answer to your question in your
   own words. Make it clear and it should contain a good argument.
   5. Write your supporting sentences.
   6. These sentences should be relevant to your topic and written in a
   logical order.
   7. Give convincing evidence, justify, and explain your argument.
   8. Make sure your paragraph is error free, clear, and concise.
   Keeping these things in mind will help you create a wonderful piece of
   writing!
   Slide 11
   This is an example of an Academic Paragraph.
   The topic sentence in this paragraph is: Staff at the Learning Center
   is available to help students with topic selection, organization, and
   mechanics.
   Supporting Point: Prior to beginning research, students come to the
   Learning Center to receive help in deciding what topic they will write
   about.
   Supporting Detail:
   The following 1 or 2 sentences support this point, usually with
   quotations, examples, logic, explanations, or ideas:
   As one student said after a short brainstorming session, “It was
   great! Now I know what to do!”
   The next sentence refers to the second point mentioned in the topic
   sentence structure.
   Students may also come in seeking assistance with the structureof
   their papers.
   Supporting Point:
   The following 1 or 2 sentences support the second point.
   An objective person can often give a better perspective on the
   structure or outline of a paper.
   Supporting Point:
   Most of the students who come to the Learning Center asks for help
   with grammar and mechanics.
   Supporting Detail:
   Although grammar and punctuation are not the most vital issues, they
   may be the most visible.
   The Concluding Sentence:
   The concluding sentence summarizes the points that were introduced in
   the topic sentence.
   The Learning Center helps students with all stages of the writing
   process, including topic selection, organization, and a review of
   proper grammar and punctuation.
   Slide 12
   Congratulations! You have completed Week/Workshop 4! You are halfway
   to the finish line. You can’t stop now!
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