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   Volume 17, Number 2, November 2014
   Exam focus
   Edexcel: Nazism and the Holocaust
   Robin Bunce
   We look here at a sample question and answer on this topic, where the
   answer draws on material in Mark Levene’s article ‘The
   Kamenets-Podolsk massacre, 1941: Was Europe too slow to offer refuge
   to the Jews?’ (pp. 2–6 of this issue of Modern History Review). This
   is relevant for Edexcel A2 Unit 3: The challenge of fascism: From
   Kaiser to Führer: Germany 1900–45.
   The unit and exam
   Edexcel’s A2 unit From Kaiser to Führer covers the politics, economy
   and society of Germany from 1900 to the end of the Second World War in
   1945. Specifically, it considers four key topics:
     * 
       German politics, economics and society 1900–19, including the
       impact of the First World War
     * 
       Weimar Germany 1919–33
     * 
       the rise of the Nazis 1919–33
     * 
       Germany in the Second World War, the war economy, support and
       opposition and the causes of the Holocaust
   In addition to these topics, the paper also covers two controversies:
     * 
       how far Germany was to blame for the outbreak of the First World
       War
     * 
       the extent to which the Nazi regime was efficient and popular from
       1933 to 1939
   The exam comprises two sections: A and B. Section A contains two
   questions relating to the four key topics. Section B contains two
   questions, one relating to each controversy. You are required to
   complete one question in each section. Section A tests your own
   knowledge, whereas Section B is also accompanied by sources, taken
   from the work of historians.
   You have 2 hours to complete the paper, and could spend about 40
   minutes on Section A, and the remaining 80 minutes planning and
   writing your answer to Section B.
   Section A of the exam essentially tests your ability to do the
   following three things:
     * 
       focus on the question
     * 
       deploy accurate and relevant detail
     * 
       analyse historical events
   Sample question and answer
   The following essay addresses the fourth topic: Germany in the Second
   World War and the causes of the Holocaust. It uses information and
   analysis from Mark Levene’s article ‘The Kamenets-Podolsk massacre,
   1941: Was Europe too slow to offer refuge to the Jews?’.
   Question
   ‘The Holocaust was caused by the anti-Semitic ideology of the Nazi
   government.’ How far do you agree with this view? (30 marks)
   Answer
   The anti-Semitic ideology of the Nazi government is clearly one reason
   for the Holocaust. Indeed, ultimate responsibility for the ‘Final
   Solution’ lies with Hitler and the Nazis. Nonetheless, there were
   other factors that led to the Holocaust, including the impact of the
   Second World War, cumulative radicalisation and European anti-Semitism
   more generally. Significantly, while Nazi ideology certainly played a
   role in setting the overall direction for Nazi policy, it was not
   responsible, on its own, for the development of the Holocaust.
   Specifically, the Nazis needed the opportunities created by the war in
   order to launch their campaign of mass extermination. Moreover, the
   Nazi style of government, which dealt with perceived problems in an
   ever more radical way, was also a significant cause of the Holocaust.
   The Nazi government’s anti-Semitic ideology certainly played a role in
   the origins of the Holocaust. Hitler believed that there were distinct
   races, and that Germany’s future could only be assured through Aryan
   racial supremacy. Jews, according to Hitler and other Nazis, were a
   lesser race who were determined to destroy Germany and the Aryan
   master race. Nazi anti-Semitism was clear in their 20 Point Programme
   of 1920 and in Hitler’s Mein Kampf (1925), as well as the Nazi
   newspaper the Volkischer Beobachter, which was edited by Alfred
   Rosenberg, one of the Nazis’ chief ‘intellectuals’. Based on this
   ideology, it was the stated policy of the Nazi government to exclude
   Jews from Germany. However, the ideology did not necessarily commit
   the Nazi government to systematic annihilation. Indeed, from 1933 to
   1941 the Nazis organised the boycott of Jewish shops, the burning of
   Jewish books, the Nuremberg Laws that stripped Jews of their
   citizenship and banned marriage between Jews and ‘Aryans’, and the
   confiscation of Jewish property under Goering’s Aryanisation campaign.
   Moreover, in the early part of the Second World War there was a plan
   to deport European Jews to Madagascar. Clearly, Nazi ideology alone
   was important in the development of the Holocaust because it justified
   the exclusion of the Jews from Germany. However, it was not the only
   cause of the Holocaust, as Nazi ideology could have justified
   alternative methods of exclusion.
   The Second World War also played a key role in causing the Holocaust.
   The Second World War allowed Hitler to mobilise the German Army and
   the SS across Europe, where they were authorised to kill anyone who
   opposed them, and all Jews. It also created a huge refugee problem.
   One of the key points in the development of the Holocaust, which
   happened in part due to the refugee crisis, was the Kamenets-Podolsk
   massacre in which some 23,600 Jews were killed by the German Order
   Police in three days in 1941. More generally, the war allowed the
   Nazis to ‘justify’ the killings as they claimed the Jews were
   supporting Germany’s enemies. Therefore, the Second World War played a
   part in the creation of the Holocaust because it created the
   circumstances in which the Nazi government could mobilise and
   ‘justify’ mass extermination.
   Next, another cause of the Holocaust was ‘cumulative radicalisation’.
   That is to say, senior Nazis sought to win favour with Hitler by
   coming up with more and more radical solutions to the ‘problems’ that
   faced Germany. Hitler regarded the presence of the Jews in Germany and
   German-occupied territories as a problem. Moreover, senior Nazis knew
   that they could win Hitler’s favour by creating solutions to the
   ‘Jewish problem’. In the late 1930s and early 1940s, senior Nazis
   proposed ever more radical ways of excluding Jews from Germany. For
   example, following the 1938 Anschluss the SS initiated a major
   campaign to evict Austrian Jews from Germany. In 1940 the Nazis came
   up with an even more radical plan to deport 4 million European Jews to
   Madagascar. However, due to Allied control of the seas and closed
   borders these initiatives could not work. Consequently, in 1942, the
   Wannsee Conference coordinated the most radical solution. Building on
   the experience of the Einsatzgruppen and small-scale experiments which
   murdered Jews by gas, the Wannsee Conference authorised the mass
   extermination of the Jews in Nazi-occupied territories. In this sense
   cumulative radicalisation also played a role, because the Nazi state
   encouraged ever more extreme initiatives to achieve Hitler’s stated
   goals.
   Finally, anti-Semitism in eastern Europe also played a part in the
   final solution. Jews were persecuted in many regions of eastern
   Europe. For example, following the 1938 Munich crisis, the Hungarian
   government refused to give citizenship to Jews who had been Czechs.
   Furthermore, they began deporting Jews to Poland and then Russia.
   Romania’s government also deported 2,000 Jews who were exterminated by
   the Nazis. It is an indication of just how widespread anti-Semitism
   was in eastern Europe that Romania and Croatia began extermination
   programmes during the Second World War and Slovakia paid the SS to
   deport Slovakian Jews. The Russian authorities too prevented Jews from
   escaping the Nazi genocide. Acting on Stalin’s orders, they denied
   Jewish refugees entrance to Russia. Anti-Semitism across eastern
   Europe clearly added to the toll of Jews murdered in the Holocaust.
   However, the Hungarian, Czech, Romanian and Russian governments had
   their own reasons for acting as they did, and therefore Nazi
   anti-Semitism doesn’t explain these aspects of the Holocaust.
   In conclusion, it is obvious that the anti-Semitic ideology of the
   Nazi government was an important cause of the Holocaust. Nazi ideology
   set the general goal and provided a racist view of the world in which
   the Jews were considered to be the enemy. However, Nazi ideology on
   its own does not account for the development of the Holocaust because
   Nazi anti-Semitism could have justified alternative policies such as
   mass deportation. The Second World War was also significant, as it
   gave the SS control over large parts of Europe. The style of
   government also pushed policy towards genocide. Senior Nazis devised
   ever more radical policies to win Hitler’s favour. This process of
   cumulative radicalisation was heightened further by the war which
   created new ‘problems’ to solve, new opportunities and a rationale for
   exterminating first adult Jewish men and then all Jews. Finally, the
   scale of the Holocaust was also affected by the attitudes of
   governments in eastern Europe who either wanted to eliminate their own
   Jewish communities or deny Jews safe haven from the Nazis. Ultimately,
   then, Nazi ideology set the direction for Nazi policy. However, the
   war and the nature of Nazi government had a radicalising effect
   leading to the genocide.
   Commentary
   This essay gains a mark in Level 5 as it develops a sustained
   analytical argument about the factors it discusses. It has a
   consistent focus on the question. Additionally, the analysis is
   supported by a significant range and depth of detail. The conclusion
   sets out an overall judgement that shows the relative significance of
   the four factors discussed — ensuring that the argument reaches a
   supported judgement.
   Mark: 30/30
   Activity
   Having read the essay above, use three different-coloured pens to
   identify where the essay demonstrates the key skills. The essay is
   judged on its:
     * 
       focus on the question
     * 
       deployment of accurate and relevant detail
     * 
       analysis of historical events
   First, make a key, with different colours representing the three
   skills of focus, detail and analysis.
   Next, read through the essay again, underlining examples of the three
   skills where you find them.
   Finally, make notes on the following:
     * 
       How does the essay ensure continual focus on the question?
     * 
       How does the essay ensure a high level of detail?
     * 
       What words indicate that the essay is analysing the causes of the
       Holocaust?
     * 
       What could you do next time you write an essay to ensure that it
       is focused, detailed and analytical?
   This resource is part of Modern History Review, a magazine written for
   A-level students by subject experts. To subscribe to the full magazine
   go to: http://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/historyreview
   4
   Philip Allan Updates © 2012
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