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                Sigutė Stonytė, soprano
   Sigutė Stonytė is one of the most acclaimed Lithuanian opera singers,
   also enjoying wide international recognition. Having graduated from
   the Lithuanian Academy of Music and Theatre (class of prof. Zenonas
   Paulauskas) in 1982, in 1985 she made her debut at the Lithuanian
   National Opera and Ballet Theatre as Tatyana in P. Tchaikovsky's
   Eugene Onegin, and since then has been performing all principal
   soprano parts. Her most prominent roles include Lady Macbeth (G. Verdi
   Macbeth), Abigaile (G. Verdi Nabucco), Leonora (G. Verdi La forza del
   destino), Aida (G. Verdi Aida), Desdemona (G. Verdi Otello), Tosca (G.
   PucciniTosca), Countess (W. A. Mozart Le nozze di Figaro), Senta (R.
   Wagner The Flying Dutchman), Salome (R. Strauss Salome) and many
   others. The soloist has an extensive concert repertoire - she’s often
   singing soprano parts in oratorios and masses and is an acclaimed
   performer of chamber pieces. S. Stonytė has successfully toured in
   Europe, Japan and the USA. In 1984 the soloist won the International
   Competition for Singers in Riga, in 1991 won the second prize at the
   International Marian Anderson Vocal Arts Competition in Maryland, USA
   (first prize was not awarded).
   S. Stonytė won many awards for her work. The most important ones
   include Kristoforas prize for the role of Lady Macbeth (1996), Kipras
   prize and title of the Soloist of the Year from the Society of
   Lithuanian Opera Friends (1999), Knight’s Cross of the Order of the
   Lithuanian Grand Duke Gediminas (2000), Special Prize given by the
   Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Lithuania (2003), Lithuanian
   National Prize - the most important award given to Lithuanian artists
   for their achievements (2004), Operos Švyturiai Award as the Best
   Female Soloist of the Year (2005 and 2011), Golden Cross of the Stage
   Award (2011), given for her portrayal of Countess Rosina Almaviva in
   W. A. Mozart's Le nozze di Figaro.
   In 1992 she started teaching at the Lithuanian Academy of Music and
   Theatre and is currently a Professor of the Vocal Performance
   Department of the LAMT and one of Lithuania‘s most acclaimed teachers
   of vocal performance, often giving master classes abroad. She is also
   a judge in many local and international singing competitions.
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