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                Understanding the University constitutes the final volume of a trilogy
   – the first two having been Being a University (2011) and Imagining
   the University (2013) – and contains the trilogy’s ultimate aims and
   endeavours. The three volumes together offer a unique attempt to
   provide a systematic analysis in mapping just what it might be
   seriously to understand the university.
   This book’s argument is that, in understanding the university, both
   the sociological and the philosophical imaginations are necessary but
   that neither is sufficient in itself. Both the sociologists, in their
   study of the university as an institution, and the philosophers, in
   their study of concepts and ideas associated with the university,
   neglect key aspects. The university has to be understood both as an
   institution and as sets of ideas about it. But both perspectives have
   to be pressed, downwards into the deep global structures that are
   constraining the university and upwards, so as to discern general
   ideas that may yet form a new and wider conceptual university
   hinterland. The university moves on no less than three planes at once.
   Only in understanding the university in this way can the way open to
   possibilities that are at once imaginative and realistic. Those who
   care about the university and wish to see it develop beyond its
   present situation are not condemned to live in its ‘ruins’ (as some
   believe). A sense of its emerging powers as an agent can help to
   develop the place of the university in the wider world.
   This book offers not just a critique of current practices and ideas of
   the university but also identifies constructive ways forward. It will
   inform university policies, strategies and practices, both at the
   system level and at the level of individual institutions. Accessibly
   written, it is a must-read for leaders and senior managers in
   universities, and for all those who have an interest in higher
   education across the world.
   Ronald Barnett is Emeritus Professor of Higher Education, University
   College London Institute of Education. He is recognized as one of the
   world’s leading philosophers of the university. He has spoken in about
   forty countries and also acts as a consultant on higher education
   matters.
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