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                INTERVENTION STRATEGY:
   Poetry Coffeehouse
   ==================
   Fluency for Secondary Students
   ==============================
   Brief Description:
   Fluency is the ability to read text effortlessly with accuracy, speed,
   and expression. It is also described as the rate of reading in a
   particular time frame. Fluent readers have developed the ability to
   chunk words into phrases and to skillfully use these chunks to read
   materials quickly.
   Materials Needed:
     * 
       Engaging authentic literature in a variety of genres, including
       fiction, nonfiction, poetry and drama. These pieces may be chosen
       for whole-class instruction in the elements of literature, or they
       may be chosen to stimulate interest in reading. Entire pieces or
       memorable passages will be excerpted for reading aloud.
   Implementation: This strategy can be implemented individually or in
   small groups. It can be facilitated by a teacher, paraprofessional or
   adult volunteer.
     1. 
       Direct Explanation:
   The teacher will explain why it is important to read fluently. He/she
   will emphasize that good reading is more than reading fast and calling
   words correctly. Teacher will help students understand how fluent
   reading helps to convey meaning through appropriate expression,
   phrasing, and pace.
     2. 
       Model
   All of the read-aloud activities that follow call for the teacher to
   model fluent reading of pre-selected passages. The teacher
   demonstrates, perhaps several times, how to read the passage with
   expression and appropriate phrasing. The teacher will demonstrate by
   reading a passage disfluently—no intonation, word-by-word—and then by
   reading a passage fluently. Often, s/he will use the read-aloud as an
   opportunity to think aloud about how a good reader constructs meaning.
     3. 
       Guided Practice:
   Allow students to practice what they have heard the teacher model as
   well as move beyond pieces which the teacher has modeled and will
   apply what they have learned about fluent reading to passages which
   they have selected. Teacher and peers will provide feedback.
     4. 
       Independent Practice: Allow the students the option to perform
       pieces on which they have worked to achieve fluency. Performances
       may be for the teacher and a small group, the whole class, or
       larger audiences.
     5. 
       Assessment:
   Students will demonstrate fluency during their performance.
   Schedule for implementation: These activities are designed as
   mini-lessons requiring five to ten minutes; however, student
   performance of polished pieces may require additional time.
   Variations: ?????/
   Research Summary & References:
   This strategy and several variations of it have been referenced in
   many books. The following books and references may be consulted to
   learn the essentials and variations of this strategy:
   Arkansas Department of Education (2006).
   Rasinski, Timothy. (2003). The Fluent Reader. Scholastic, New York.
   Tool/Attachments: Poetry Coffee House Worksheet
   Poetry Coffeehouse #2
   The Poetry Coffeehouse or Poetry Slam provides access to poetry
   without teaching it in the traditional way and often leads to a love
   of poetry. Students can be encouraged to perform original or
   unpublished work.
   Early in the Week
   Students listen to teachers read poems and then browse through
   collections of poetry, and select poems to perform either individually
   or with partners or groups. The teacher may limit the numbers of
   performers to a few each week.
   During the Week
   Students practice their poems with coaching from teachers. Teachers
   emphasize that a successful performance lies not only in the poet’s
   words, but also in the interpretation of those words.
   End of the Week
   The coffeehouse begins with the teacher sharing his/her own selection
   and introducing that day’s performers. Performances may include bongos
   or tambourines, and the performers are rewarded with encouragement,
   applause or finger snapping; the atmosphere may be enhanced with mood
   lighting, café seating, and refreshments. Visitors who are willing to
   share a poem with the group may also be included. Early in the year,
   students may choose to perform light or often silly pieces, but by
   midyear, they often select more serious poems. By the end of the year,
   many are writing their own poetry.
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