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                Spring 2015
   Topics in the Comparative Syntax of French and Francophone Dialects
   and Creoles
   420:407
   Prof. Viviane DEPREZ [email protected]
   W 3.55-6.55 Hickman Hall 130
   Office hours W 1-3 PM 132 George St CELL Lab
   Course description:
   This course is a follow up to the intro to French syntax course
   420:333. In this course, we introduce a precise model of linguistic
   theory and show how its principles and parameters adapt to account for
   a number of core phenomena in the syntax of French and Francophone
   dialects and Creoles, including Haitian Creole. The theoretical model
   is that of Chomsky, entitled the Principle and Parameter model and,
   more recently, the Minimalist Model. The foundational idea that
   grounds this scientific approach to language is that there are
   abstract principles of syntax that are common to all human languages
   and are at the basis of the faculty of language which is unique to the
   human species. We will introduce some of these principle and show how
   they explain certain syntactic properties of standard French. We will
   also examine some parameters that account for properties that are
   specific to the French language and distinguishes it from its dialects
   and some French-based creoles as well as from English.
   Learning Goals:
   The basic objectives of this course are to:
   (A) familiarize students with the basic goals and assumptions of
   generative grammar
   (B) train students in the rudiments of syntactic analysis and
   syntactic theorizing and argumentation (i.e. basic syntactic trees,
   how to build them, and why, how to assign a precise structure to any
   French sentences)
   (C) familiarize students with the major syntactic structures of
   French, its dialects and creoles and their relevance to linguistic
   theory
   (D) sharpen students ability to recognize patterns in linguistic data
   and to develop hypothesis to account for these patterns
   (E) improve their understanding of French Syntax
   Prerequisite:
   French 333 or 615:201 or higher, or permission of instructor
   Requirements:
   Class participation 10%
   Problem sets 40%
   Project Presentation 20%
   Final Project 30%
   Texts:
   Fundamentals of French Syntax. Christopher Gledhill (Lincom
   Coursebooks in Linguistics 11). München : Lincom Europa. 2003
   The Syntax of French, Paul Rowlet. Cambridge Syntax Guides. Cambridge
   University Press. 2007.
   Foundation of French Syntax, Michael Alan Jones. Cambridge University
   Press, Sep 12, 1996
   Being present in class is of paramount importance to be able to follow
   the course. Because of the structure of the course, one day of absence
   is equivalent to one week of absence and can rapidly lead to
   difficulty because of the cumulative nature of the technical knowledge
   to be acquired.
   Notice:
   Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey abides by the Americans
   with Disabilities Act of 1990, the Americans with Disabilities Act
   Amendments (ADAA) of 2008, and Sections 504 and 508 which mandate that
   reasonable accommodations be provided for qualified students with
   disabilities and accessibility of online information. If you have a
   disability and may require some type of instructional and/or
   examination accommodation, please contact me early in the semester so
   that I can provide or facilitate in providing accommodations you may
   need. If you have not already done so, you will need to register with
   the Office of Disability Services, the designated office on campus to
   provide services and administer exams with accommodations for students
   with disabilities. The Office of Disability Services is located in the
   Kreeger Learning Center, 151 College Ave, Suite 123, phone number
   732-932-2848. I look forward to talking with you soon to learn how I
   may be helpful in enhancing your academic success in this course.
   Course Plan
     * 
       Week 1 : 1/22: The Faculty of language, its origin and specificity
   What is the language faculty, what is a language : I-language,
   E-language
   Basic concepts of linguistic as a cognitive science : competence,
   performance, grammaticality, speakers intuitions.
   The French Language and its importance in the world.
   Readings:
   Pinker Ch 1 et 2
   ----------------
   Rowlet Ch 1.
   ------------
   Jones Ch 1 : section 1.1
   ------------------------
     * 
       Week 2 & : 1/29: The basic structure of French sentences
   Grammatical Categories and Constituants
   The noun phrase
   The verb phrase
   The adjectival et adverbial phrase
   Constituants tests and speaker intuitions
   The basic sentence
   ------------------
   Readings:
   Fundamentals Ch 1
   Rowlet CH 2
   Jones Ch 1: sections 1.1.2 to 1.3.4
   Week 3 : Clauses, main, coordinated and embedded
   Basic Phrase structure rules
   Readings
   Fundamentals Ch 2
   Week 4 Structural Principles
   Structural ambiguities
   From Phrase structure rules to X’ Theory
   The notion of head
   Specifier and complements
   Adjuncts
   Simple and embedded clauses
   Readings :
   Fundamental Ch 3
   Jones Ch 1. 1.1.4 to 1.1.6
   Rowlet Ch 2
   Selkirk French liaison and the French X’ theory
   Problem set 1. The basic structure of French sentences
     * 
       Week 5 : The lexicon
   What information does a lexical head contain
   Thematic role, subcategorisations
   Verbs and their complements
   Thematic Theory and argument distribution
   The Projection Principle, and the Theta-Criterion
   The structure of infinite sentences
   Impersonal sentences and expletives
   Readings:
   Jones Ch 2
   Rowlet Ch 2 section 2.2
     * 
       Week 6&7 : Extended X’ theory : TP
   The verb phrase
   The auxiliary phrase
   Tense and infinitive
   Verb movement
   Readings
   Rowlet Ch 4
   Jones Ch 4
     * 
       Week 8: Tense Aspect and Mood
   Negation and Negative sentences
   Auxiliaries and the passe compose
   Comparison of the French tense system with the French based Creole
   system
   Long vs short forms
   Readings:
   Jones Ch 4
   Fabiola Henri Dissertation
   Problem set 2 :
   Adverbs and the distribution of verbs and auxiliaries in French and
   the TMA system in Haitian Creole.
     * 
       Week 9& 10: Nominal constituents : the structure of DP
   Count, Mass
   Bare Nouns
   Definite Phrases
   Adjectival modification
   Quantifier Phrases
   The distribution of partitive de
   Readings
   Jones Ch 5
   Rowlet Ch 3
     * 
       Week 11: Pronouns
   Subject clitics vs object clitic
   Subject doubling in popular French
   Clitic Placement
   Readings Order and combinations
   Jones Ch 6 Y and Adverbial clitic
   En as Pro DP
   Problem set 3 : The nominal constituants in French and French Based
   Creoles
     * 
       Week 12 &13: Transformations:
   Questions and inversion
   Simple and complex inversion
   Relative clauses
   Lectures:
   Jones Ch 10
   Rowlet Ch 5
     * 
       Problem set 4: Comparing Questions and relative clauses in
       Standard French and Quebec French
     * 
       Semaine 14: Student Conference: Project Presentation
   Guidelines for research topic
   Students must develop a research topic that they will have to present
   to the class either in the form of a poster or in the former of a
   power point presentation and on which they are expected to write a
   10-15 page research paper.
   The topic must concern the syntax of a French phenomenon that we do
   not cover in class.
   Topics can include:
   1) Particular syntactic constructions not present in Standard French
   Examples: Negative concord in Quebec French
   The distribution of articles in the French of African Speakers
   Double object constructions in French based Creoles
   The syntax of causative constructions in French
   The syntax of reflexive (self) construction in a French based Creole
   Quantification in a French based Creole
   Students will be expected to present the phenomenon, the population
   that is using it and a possible syntactic analysis of the phenomenon,
   provided in the literature or that he or she proposes using the
   syntactic principles learned in class, and a comparison with standard
   French.
   2) The acquisition of some French construction by children or French
   L2 learners
   Examples: The acquisition of verb movement by L2 learners
   The acquisition of the French determiner system
   The acquisition of Gender by French L2 learners
   Students will be expected to present the French structure and it
   syntax and explain the difficulties encountered by the learners and
   how the learners’ grammar is representing these structures, i.e what
   the ‘errors’ that the learner produce (or misunderstand) reflect on
   the grammar that underlies their linguistic competence
   3) New pedagogical tool or method with experience showing their
   results
   Examples: Particular Method of teaching vocabulary, with
   Particular Method of teaching specific French phenomenon or
   constructions: ex gender
   Calendar of topic development:
   Week 3
   Topic identification:
   Students must have identified a topic, and found 3-5 bibliographic
   references
   Week 6
   Topic summary
   Students produce a 1 page summary of the topic, of the bibliographic
   references and identify 5 additional relevant references
   Week 9
   Students provide the syntactic analysis of the construction pertinent
   to their topic
   Analysis of crucial examples of the construction: 1 page description
   and relevant trees
   Week 12
   Students provide a draft of the presentation slides or poster.
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