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   THE PASSIVE VERB
   الفعل المبْني للمجهول
   The active verb in Arabic is called: مَبْنِي لِلْمَعْلُوم this means
   that the subject of the verb is known.
   The passive verb which is called : مَبْنِي لِلْمَجْهُول which means
   that the subject of the verb is unknown.
   The passive of the past tense.
   The passive of the past tense is formed by changing the vowels of the
   active verb. We place a damma over the first consonant and a kasra
   before the last consonant.
   Here are some examples:
   كَتَبَ – كُتِبَ
   He wrote – it was written
   دَرَسَ – دُرِّسَ
   He taught – it was taught
   تَرْجَمَ – تُرْجِمَ
   He translated – it was translated
   The passive is mostly used with Forms I, II, III, IV, VIII and X.
   The passive of Forms VII and IX are not used. And the passive of Forms
   V and VI are rarely used.
   Pattern
   Passive
   Meaning
   Active
   Form
   فُعِلَ
   شُرِبَ
   He drank
   شَرِبَ
   I
   فُعِّلَ
   دُرِّسَ
   He taught
   دَرَّسَ
   II
   فوعِلَ
   قوبِلَ
   He met
   قابَلَ
   III
   أُفْعِلَ
   أُكْرِمَ
   He honored
   أكرَمَ
   IV
   اُفْتُعِلَ
   أُنْتُخِبَ
   He elected
   اِنْتَخَبَ
   VIII
   أُسْتُفْعِلَ
   اُسْتُقْبِل
   He received
   اِسْتَقْبَلَ
   X
   You might find the colored chart below helpful:
   Passive
   Active
   khurrij(a)
   خُرِّجَ
   kharraj(a)
   خَرَّجَ
   ≡ (he/it) was kicked out by somebody or it was taken out
   (he) kicked someone or take something out
   shuwhid(a)
   شُوْهِدَ
   shaahad(a)
   شَاْهَدَ
   ≡ (he/it) was watched by somebody
   (he) watched
   'u"lim(a)
   أُعْلِمَ
   'a"lam(a)
   أَعْلَمَ
   ≡ (he/it) was informed by somebody
   (he) informed
   'uktushif(a)
   اُكْتُشِفَ
   'iktashaf(a)
   اِكْتَشَفَ
   ≡ (he/it) was discovered by somebody
   (he) discovered
   'ustukhdim(a)
   اُسْتُخْدِمَ
   'istakhdam(a)
   اِسْتَخْدَمَ
   ≡ (he/it) was used by somebody
   (he) used
   zulzil(a)
   زُلْزِلَ
   zalzal(a)
   زَلْزَلَ
   ≡ (he/it) was shaken violently by somebody
   (he) shook violently
   As you notice in the chart:
     * 
       The short vowel between the final two letters (the green short
       vowel) turns to i.
     * 
       The remaining short vowels of the structure turn to u.
     * 
       The medial long a's (aa) turns to long u's (uu) (shaahada –
       shuuhida, شاهَدَ - شُوهِدَ.
   Normally in Arabic, the verb is followed by the subject and then the
   object. When using the passive voice, the subject is not mentioned and
   the object acts as a subject (taking the nominative case). It is what
   is called a ‘deputy subject’ نائب الفاعل. Note that in the Arbic
   passive the agent (indicated by “by” in English) is usually not used
   at all.
         Meaning
         Active
         The professor wrote the book
         كتبَ الأستاذُ الكتابَ
         Meaning
         Passive
         The book was written
         كُتِبَ الكتابُ
   The Passive of the present tense:
   The passive of the present tense is formed by changing the vowels of
   the active verb as well. We place damma over the first consonant and
   fatha before the last consonant.
   Pattern
   Passive meaning
   Passive
   Active meaning
   Active
   Form
   يُفْعَلُ
   to be written
   يُكْتَبُ
   He drinks
   يكْتُبُ
   I
   يُفَعَّلُ
   to be taught
   يُدَرَّسُ
   He teaches
   يُدَرِّسَ
   II
   يُفاعَلُ
   To be seen
   يُشاهَدُ
   He meets
   يُشاهِدُ
   III
   يُفْعِلُ
   To be honored
   يُكْرَمُ
   He honors
   يُكْرِمُ
   IV
   يُفْتَعَلُ
   To be elected
   يُنْتَخَبُ
   He elects
   ينْتَخِبُ
   VIII
   يُسْتَفْعَلُ
   To be received
   يُسْتَقْبَلُ
   He receives
   يسْتَقْبِلُ
   X
   You might find the colored chart below helpful.
   Passive
   Active
   yuktab(u)
   يُكْتَبُ
   yaktub(u)
   يَكْتُبُ
   ≡ (he/it) is/becomes written by somebody
   ≡ (he/it) is being/becoming written by somebody
   ≡ (he/it) will be/become written by somebody
   (he) writes
   (he) is writing
   (he) will write
   yu"raf(u)
   يُعْرَفُ
   ya"rif(u)
   يَعْرِفُ
   ≡ (he/it) is/becomes known by somebody
   ≡ (he/it) will be/become known by somebody
   (he) knows
   (he) will know
   yusaa"ad(u)
   يُسَاْعَدُ
   yusaa"id(u)
   يُسَاْعِدُ
   ≡ (he/it) is/becomes helped by somebody
   ≡ (he/it) is being/becoming helped by somebody
   ≡ (he/it) will be/become helped by somebody
   (he) helps
   (he) is helping
   (he) will help
   yuhdar(u)
   يُحْضَرُ
   yuhdir(u)
   يُحْضِرُ
   ≡ (he/it) is/becomes brought by somebody
   ≡ (he/it) is being/becoming brought by somebody
   ≡ (he/it) will be/become brought by somebody
   (he) brings
   (he) is bringing
   (he) will bring
   yuta"allam(u)
   يُتَعَلَّمُ
   yata"allam(u)
   يَتَعَلَّمُ
   ≡ (he/it) is/becomes learnt by somebody
   ≡ (he/it) is being/becoming learnt by somebody
   ≡ (he/it) will be/become learnt by somebody
   (he) learns
   (he) is learning
   (he) will learn
   yuktashaf(u)
   يُكْتَشَفُ
   yaktashif(u)
   يَكْتَشِفُ
   ≡ (he/it) is/becomes discovered by somebody
   ≡ (he/it) is being/becoming discovered by somebody
   ≡ (he/it) will be/become discovered by somebody
   (he) discovers
   (he) is discovering
   (he) will discover
   yusta"mal(u)
   يُسْتَعْمَلُ
   yasta"mil(u)
   يَسْتَعْمِلُ
   As you can see:
   To turn the active present tense verbs to passive we modify two
   elements in the structures:
     1. 
       The short vowel of the pronominal prefix (i.e. the a in 'a-, ta-,
       ya- & na-) will be changed to u (if is not already).
     2. 
       The short vowel between the final two letters of the verb stem
       (the green short vowel) will be changed to a.
   Exercise 1:
   Change the following verbs from active to passive:
   أرسلَ نَشَرَ
   قدَّمَ قَطَعَ
   شاهدَ زيَّنَ
   سمحَ اِحْتَفَلَ
   طوّرَ طبَعَ
   Exercise 2
   Complete the following chart
   المبْنِيُّ للمعلوم
   المبْنِيُّ للمجهول
   المبْنِيُّ للمعلوم
   المبْنِيُّ للمجهول
   يَشْرَبُ
   ...........................................
   يَفْهَمُ
   ...........................................
   يَعْبُدُ
   ...........................................
   يَخْلُقُ
   ...........................................
   يَقطَعُْ
   ...........................................
   يَشرح
   ...........................................
   يَسْأل
   ...........................................
   يَأْخذُ
   ...........................................
   يَبْني
   ...........................................
   يَلِـد
   يُوْلَدُ(1)
   يُعْطي
   ...........................................
   يَجِـدُ
   ...........................................
   يَدْعـو
   ...........................................
   يُرْسِل
   ...........................................
   Exercise 3
   In each sentence, change the object to create a deputy subject and
   change the verb from active to passive.
   شرب الطالب القهوة.
   قدّم الأستاذ محاضرة جيدة.
   ترجم المستشرقون كتاب ابن بطوطة.
   صوَّر الناس المدينة.
   أدخل الفرنسيون الطباعة في مصر في القرن التاسع عشر.
   يزيِّن الناس شوارع الأحياء في شهر رمضان.
   تعِدّ النساء مأكولات ومشروبات كثيرة في شهر رمضان.
   عرف العرب الصحافة الرسمية الحكومية قبل الصحافة الشعبية.
   Exercise 4
   The sentences in the left column are in the active mode. Rewrite them
   in the passive mode in the right column.
   يَشْرَح الأستاذ الدرس
   يَفْتَح البَوَّابُ البابَ.
   سَرَقَ اللِّصًّ الساعَةَ
   يَفْتَحُ التُّجَّارُ الدكاكينَ الآن.
   يَشْرَحُ المدرسُ الدرسَ مَرّتينِ
   َقْرَأُ الطالبُ الدرسَ بصوتٍ عالٍ
   تَبْنِي الحكومة مسجدا جميلا في مدينتنا
   لا يَجِدُ النَّاسُ السَّمَكَ في السوق هذه الأيامَ
   Exercise 5
   Conjugate the verb that is in parenthesis in the correct passive form.
   Add all vowels.
   1. ________مدينة القاهرة في عام 969 ميلادياً. (أنْشَا)
   2. ______إن شعوباً أخرى قطعت علاقتها مع هذه الدولة. (قال)
   3. ________البناية التي تُقيم فيها صديقتي "بناية السادات". ( سمّى)
   4. ________ "طه حسين" من أشهر الكتاب العرب المعاصرين. (اِعْتَبر)
   5. ________الأمم المتحدة بعد الحرب العالمية الثانية. (أسَّسَ)
   6. قال لي الميكانيكي اليوم إن إصلاح سيارتي لن يتم قبل الأسبوع القادم
   ولذلكك _________إلى اِسْتئجار سيارة. (اِضطَرّ)
   7. بالرغم من الحرب الأهلية في لبنان, فإن معظم الكتب العربية كانت
   ______ و_______في بيروت. (كَتَبَ – نَشَرَ)
   8. لا __________ العامية في الكلام فقط ولكن في بعض الكتابات الأدبية
   أيضاً . (استخدم)
   9. __________ هذه الكتب في القرن الماضي . (طبع)
   10. _________ كتاب ابن بطوطة إلى لغات كثيرة. (ترجم)
   11. _________ المُدُن شوارعها في عيد الميلاد. (زيَّن)
   Exercise 6
   Translate the following sentences:
   1. The foundation was established in the 19th century.
   2. All the squares of the town were decorated for Christmas.
   3. Has the new president of the university been named?
   4. Political relations between the two countries were severed years
   ago.
   5. A new modern technology has been used to produce this drink.
   6. More than 1,000 books on the Middle East have been published this
   year.
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