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                US History
   Fort Burrows
   13.5 -- Americans Rush West
   READ pgs 398 – 402
   Main Idea:
   In the late 1840s, thousands of Americans headed west, including the
   Mormons who went to Utah and the forty-niners who headed to
   California.
   Vocabulary:
   Mormons - members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints
   (LDS) founded by Joseph Smith in 1830
   Nauvoo - Mormon community built on the banks of the Mississippi River
   in Illinois in the 1840s ( from Isaiah 52:7 Hebrew – ‘to be beautiful’
   )
   refuge - a place to be safe from persecution
   Sutter’s Mill - location where gold was discovered in California in
   1848; setting off the gold rush
   forty-niner - one of the more than 80,000 people who joined the gold
   rush to California in 1849
   vigilante - self appointed enforcers of the law
   lynch - to hang without a legal trial
   Setting the Scene:
   In 1848, exciting news reached the people of Toishan in Southern
   China. Mountains of gold had been discovered across the Pacific Ocean,
   in a place called California. The gold was there just for the digging
   !
   At the time, strict laws forbade Chinese citizens from leaving the
   country. Anyone caught leaving could be beheaded. Still, tens of
   thousands of Chinese risked their lives to sail across the Pacific to
   California. There, they joined the flood of people arriving from
   Europe, South America, and other parts of the US. All were eager to
   find gold.
   Gold was not the only attraction in the West. By 1848, California, New
   Mexico Territory, Oregon Country, and Texas had all been added to the
   US. Pioneers set out hoping to make new lives. There, they put their
   hopes and dreams into building homes and working to make a living.
   Mormons Settle in Utah
   ﻈ Largest group of Americans to move into the Mexican Cession
   ﻈ Mormon Church was founded by Joseph Smith in 1830
   ﻈ He was a farmer in upstate New York
   ﻈ Troubles with Neighbors
   ۵ His teaching angered many non-Mormons
   ۵ Property should be owned in common
   ۵ Man could have more than one wife
   ۵ Angry New Yorkers forced him out
   ۵ They moved West to Ohio, faced opposition, moved to Missouri, then
   to Illinois
   ۵ In 1840s, they built a community on the banks of the Mississippi and
   named it Nauvoo ( by the winter of 1845, it was larger than Chicago
   ۵ 1844, an angry mob killed Smith; they chose a new leader, Brigham
   Young
   ۵ Young sought refuge for his group; he read about a valley between
   Rocky Mountains and the Great Salt Lake in Utah
   ﻈ A Difficult Journey
   ۵ Religious faith and careful planning allowed Young to move his flock
   of 15,000 from Illinois to Utah
   ۵ Beginning in 1847, with several years struggle and of travel by
   wagon, horse, and on foot across the Great Plains, the Mormons reached
   Utah
   ﻈ Life in the Desert
   ۵ Young believe that the desert was their Zion or ‘promised land’
   “We will raise our wheat, build our houses, fence our farms, plant our
   vineyards and orchards, and produce everything that will make our
   bodies comfortable and happy and in this manner we intend to build up
   Zion on the earth.”
   Brigham Young, Building Up and Adornment of Zion by the Saints,
   February 23, 1862
   ۵ Young developed irrigation systems for farming in the desert
   ۵ He drew up the plans for Salt Lake City
   ۵ These white men also stole Native American land
   ۵ US Congress recognized Young as the Governor of Utah Territory in
   1850
   ۵ Non-Mormons began moving into Utah, more trouble, time passed, peace
   was made, and in 1896, Utah became the 45th state of the United States
   California Gold Rush
   ﻈ Mormons run to Utah for religious freedom
   ﻈ Other Americans run to California for gold
   ﻈ Sutter’s Mill
   ۵ 1848, John Sutter was having a sawmill built on the American River,
   north of Sacramento, California
   ۵ January 24, supervisor James Marshall was inspecting the crews work…
   ۵ Within a few days news reached San Francisco and the race was on !
   ۵ Carpenters dropped saws, teachers dismissed class, bakers left bread
   in the oven
   ۵ People from Europe, China, Australia, South America, and North
   America traveled to California in 1849
   ۵ More than 80,000 came to Cali; they were nicknamed the forty-niners
   ﻈ Working the Gold Fields
   ۵ A first, gold was easy to find; just pick it up
   ۵ Then they started ‘panning for gold’; washing dirt and gravel from a
   pan while running river water over it, heavier gold stayed on the
   bottom
   ۵ Few made it rich, most went broke and went back to farming
   ۵ Women tried mining; others opened ‘boarding houses’, did laundry and
   sewing, opened bakeries
   ﻈ A New State
   ۵ San Francisco became a busy city
   ۵ Towns sprang up around gold mines
   ۵ Greed led to crime; vigilantes dealt out punishment, lynchings
   ۵ 1849, they prepared a state constitution in hopes of becoming a
   state
   ۵ 1850, California became the 31st state; a FREE state
   CAUSE and EFFECT
   Causes
   Oregon has fertile land
   Texas is ideal for raising cattle and growing cotton
   Many Americans believe in Manifest Destiny
   Mormons seek a safe home
   Gold is discovered in California
   
   WESTWARD MOVEMENT
   Effects
   Texas wins war for independence
   US annexes Texas
   Britain and US divide Oregon
   US defeats Mexico in war
   Cotton Kingdom spreads
   
   Effects Today
   US stretches from sea to shining sea
   California and Texas are the most populous states
   Mexican American culture enriches the US
   A Diverse Population
   ﻈ Most forty-niners were Anglos
   ﻈ Others were runaway slaves, Indians, Asian, European, South American
   ﻈ Mexicans Americans and Indians
   ۵ Spain first owned California; then Mexico, so most inhabitants were
   Mexican
   ۵ The 1st state constitution was written in both Spanish and English;
   due to the work of José Carrillo
   ۵ Captain José Antonio Ezequiel Carrillo (1796-1862) was a California
   rancher, military officer, and politician in the early years of
   California; he was the son of the Spanish Criollo José Raimundo
   Carrillo, and served three times as comandante (mayor) of Los Angeles
   between 1826 and 1834
   ۵ Cali also was home to Native Americans; hundreds of different tribes
   ۵ Then comes the white man; they offer disease, starvation, and murder
   in exchange for the Indian’s land
   ۵ 1850, about 100,000 Indians in Cali; by 1870s dropped to about
   17,000
   ﻈ Chinese Americans
   ۵ Thousands sailed across the Pacific looking for the mountain of gold
   ۵ They were welcome to be workers, but unwelcome as miners and land
   owners
   ۵ Farmers and railroad workers
   ﻈ African Americans
   ۵ 1850, California had the wealthiest black population in the US
   ۵ More discrimination and denied rights; blacks could not testify
   against whites
   ۵ 1860, about 300,000 African Americans called Cali home
   ¿¿ What were the effects of human geographic factors on California in
   1849 ?
   _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
   1. Why did the Mormons move west to the settle in Utah ?
   ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
   2. How did the gold rush affect life in California ?
   ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
   3. Why did California develop such a diverse population ?
   ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
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