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   WE CONTINUE TO BELIEVE
   Opening Prayer: Holy Spirit Come into our Lives
   Open our ears – to hear what You are saying to us in the things that
   happen to us and in the people we meet.
   Open our eyes – to see the needs of the people around us.
   Open our hands – to do our work well and to help when help is needed.
   Open our lips to tell others the good news of Jesus and to bring
   comfort, happiness and laughter to other people. Amen.
   Reading: John 15:16
   You did not choose me; I chose you and appointed you to go and bear
   much fruit, the kind of fruit that endures. And so the Father will
   give you whatever you ask of him in my name. This, then, is what I
   command you: love one another.
   Our Response: A Marist Creed (in choirs)
   We believe in the everlasting covenant of God our loving Father,
   in the presence of Jesus in our hearts,
   in the power of the Holy Spirit in the world.
   We believe that the Lord is working through us,
   that it is absurd for us to be afraid,
   that we must be filled with hope and joy in the risen Lord.
   We believe that the life, the work of the spirit of Marcellin
   Champagnat
   are gifts of the Spirit to the Church.
   We believe in the relevance of our Marist charism for today,
   and recognize that fidelity to the Spirit will ensure
   a renewed capacity to adapt to the needs of the present time.
   We believe in our call to be Marist Brothers,
   to announce to the world that Jesus is Lord.
   We believe that Jesus looked upon us and loved us,
   calling us to love God our Father,
   and sending us forth to love all God’s children.
   We believe in our consecration as a means of total self-giving,
   binding us to the Lord.
   We believe that our immersion in the Paschal Mystery
   makes our love creative and redemptive,
   and calls us forth to be victims as Jesus is victim.
   We believe that the Holy Spirit acts in every evangelizer
   who allows himself to be possessed and led by Him.
   We believe that the carrying out of our mission of evangelization
   requires that we undergo continual conversion and renewal.
   We believe that our life makes no sense at all
   if it is not a following of Christ,
   a means of making his presence effective today,
   especially among young people.
   We believe that we have a special call
   to the least favored among these young people.
   We believe that Mary is blest among women,
   and the perfect disciple of Jesus.
   We believe that she is for us both Mother and model,
   and that we are privileged to be called to make her known and loved.
   We believe that sharing in Christ’s mission means living in Christ’s
   love,
   receiving and sharing this love,
   allowing ourselves to be flooded with His light,
   and with the life that he gives, which is His very own.
   We believe in our past. We believe in our present. We believe in our
   future. AMEN.
   Quiet Meditation
   Prayers of Petition:
   Leader: We express our belief by presenting our petitions to God.
   Response: God, hear us.
     * 
       For the courage to proclaim our beliefs to others, we pray…
     * 
       For all who are alienated from family or Church, that they may be
       welcomed and accepted in the spirit of unconditional love, we
       pray…
     * 
       That our covenant with God may be renewed during this Lenten
       season, we pray…
     * 
       For all who are discerning a vocation to religious life, that they
       may be supported in faith, we pray…
     * 
       For the courage to believe not only in the present but in our
       future, we pray…
   (Pause to add your own intentions.)
   The Lord’s Prayer
   Closing Prayer: by Ian Marable, St. John Neumann Church, Lancaster, PA
   Dear God, open our children’s minds and hearts to the many vocations
   You offer. Help us to provide support and guidance to the young people
   You have called. In this self-centered society, help us to find our
   destiny and to turn to You in search of answers to our life questions.
   Amen.
   Salve
   St. Marcellin Champagnat…pray for us.
   Mary, Our Good Mother…pray for us.
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